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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

In the Gospel reading this Sunday, while explaining 

God’s desire to give all of us good gifts, Jesus declares 

“how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him?” (Luke 11:13). Clearly for 

Jesus the gift of the Holy Spirit is the greatest gift that 

we can receive. 

   For over fifty years participants in the Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal have been sharing our experiences 

of the Holy Spirit with others. Experiencing the work of 

the Holy Spirit is an essential element of our Catholic 

Faith. This is why in the past few years we have been 

offering the Life in the Spirit Seminar here in our own 

parish as well as presenting it in other parishes 

throughout the Archdiocese. Recently Pope Francis has 

declared that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal is meant 

to be a “current of grace” for all the members of the 

Church by promoting baptism in the Spirit. A long-time 

participant in the Renewal, Mary Wilson, reflects on 

what this means in the essay below.  

   If any of you have questions about the Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal or Life in the Spirit, I will be 

happy to discuss them with you. 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

A Current of Grace by Mary Wilson in Pentecost 

Today Spring 2019 

 

   “A current of grace” Those words still jump off the 

page at me as I re-read the Pope’s address.  What exactly 

does that mean for me-to be a part of that current of 

grace, to live out the message of Pentecost? 

   From the beginning of time, God knew.  He knew 

what we would need and when we would need it-he was 

not early or late but right on time with everything that 

has taken place.  As my grandmother used to say when 

something happened a long time ago, “...when you were 

a twinkle in God’s eye...”. God knew me and was 

preparing a way for me.  What about my place, your 

place in this current of grace?   

   The Spirit’s invitation to walk in this grace is for some 

a gradual tug at the heart, for others, it is an all-in, right 

now kind of moment but the Spirit always invites us, 

first to enter, then to remain and grow-then He moves us 

to go out and share what we have been given through 

God’s amazing grace and merciful love. 

   I live on a river, so “current” is an everyday event for 

me.  Some days, the waters move faster than others.  

Some days, I watch the current as it moves things 

floating in the river. Near the bank, where there are 

branches and rocks to slow the water down, things move 

slower.  Out in the center, where there are no obstacles, 

things move faster.  Am I one of those who stays close  

 

to the shore-line, still wanting to grab on to something 

when things move at a pace that scares me?  Am I afraid 

to surrender to the full current of the river?  Am I afraid 

to strike out for the open water, fearful of where the 

current will take me and how fast I will be traveling? 

  In this current of grace that is the Holy Spirit, we need 

not fear where we are, how fast we are moving, or where 

he is taking us.  We simply need to trust-that the Lord’s 

plans are always for our welfare. (Jeremiah 29:11)  But 

we are not expected to float along alone.  We are called 

to bring others with us, to experience this love of God, 

this in-filling of his Spirit, and the joy and peace that it 

brings. 

   Great!  That sounds wonderful!  But how exactly? It is 

a lot easier than it seems –we are simply to be Jesus to 

everyone we encounter. We bring his love, his healing 

touch, his forgiveness, his mercy to those we meet 

through our words and our actions.  We invite, we 

encourage, we console, we teach (and not always with 

words).  We, acting as Jesus’ disciples, bring the love of 

God to everyone.  

   We are also called to share Baptism in the Holy Spirit, 

praise, and service to humanity with others.  How can 

others know of the Holy Spirit if we do not tell them 

through our words and actions? Do we continually invite 

the Spirit to take us deeper, where we are not necessarily 

comfortable?  Do we go filled with joy, and anticipation, 

and gratitude? Do we praise God always and in all 

circumstances? 

   Is our parish a place of welcome filled with God’s 

presence and love, welcoming new people and 

strangers?  We are not an island that this current of grace 

flows around, just touching the shoreline but are active, 

willing participants, immersed in this grace. How sad for 

us if, when we finally see God face to face, we’d have to 

explain why we turned our back, why we did not speak 

out, why we did not love as he loves us. 

   This current of grace connects all of us.  We flow with 

the current, not swimming against it. We go where the 

current takes us, not deciding on our own path. We are 

called to be one in the Spirit, to love one another, to 

forgive, and to bring our fellow man or woman to hear 

and respond to that call of the Spirit through the example 

of our lives. 

   Pope Francis said: “The Church counts on you, on 

your fidelity to the Spirit, on your willingness to serve 

and your witness of lives transformed by the Holy 

Spirit!”  Jesus counts on us.  Humanity counts on us.  

How will we answer?   

   Yes, Lord, I will serve!  I will be your witness!  Let me 

be an effective witness!  Come, Holy Spirit, come!  

Renew the face of the earth!  And let that renewal begin 

with me! 

 

    

 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                                      JULY 28, 2019  

SOUND MINDS/ GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 

Good mental health is an important factor in having a 

happy life.  This series gives insights into what mental 

wellness is and how to maintain it. The presentations 

will be given by Caitlin Langreich. Caitlin has a M.A. 

clinical mental health counseling and is certified clinical 

trauma professional. The August 6 session will be on 

Anxiety. If you, or someone you know, is interested in 

learning more about how to achieve and maintain mental 

wellness, please join us! Tuesdays 7-8:30pm, August 6 

& 20. For more information about this series, contact Fr. 

Conley frcconley@comcast.net 

 

GOT GRACE? If you or someone you know would like 

to receive the redeeming graces of Jesus Christ through 

Baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic 

Church, classes will begin on Monday, September 16. 

These classes for adults are for those who would like to 

enter the Catholic Church or Catholics who have not yet 

received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 

Eucharist. Please contact Father Conley or Sue Wolfe 

for more information.  

 

INDIVIDUAL UNBOUND MINISTRY PRAYER 
Do you long for freedom but feel unable to receive it?  

Do past sins, hurts, or memories weigh you down?  On 

Saturday August 17th, 2019 there will be trained teams 

available to provide individual prayer using the 

Unbound Model of prayer at The Church of the 

Resurrection’s School in Ellicott City.  Unbound Prayer 

is based on 5 scriptural keys that help you unlock those 

areas of your life where you want to receive greater 

freedom & spiritual growth.  If you would like to 

schedule an appointment or want more information, 

please contact Dan or Peggy Gahagan by Monday 

August 12th, 2019  at: 

unboundministrymaryland@gmail.com.  We ask that 

you read at least the first 7 chapters of the book 

Unbound, by Neal Lozano prior to receiving prayer 

(available at www.Amazon.com 

   

   

 

 

 

 

SSSSSSH! PEOPLE ARE TRYING TO PRAY 

Please try to maintain a reverent quiet before each Mass 

out of respect for our Lord’s presence and the 

people around you who are trying to pray.  

Thank you!  

 

 

 

THERE WILL BE NO MORNING MASS THIS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
ST.

 

 

POWERFUL GOOD NEWS 

If you missed the parish mission in April given by Dr. 

Mark Nimmo, you can now see them or see them again 

on youtube. Simply go to youtube and do a search for 

“bryantown.” Click on the picture of our church steeple, 

and you will have access to these and other videos 

produced by our parish. Many thanks to parishioners, 

Chuck Zublic and Rick Panza, for producing these 

videos for us. 

 

NEW HVAC FUND DRIVE UPDATE      

We need to replace the heating & air conditioning 

system in the hall. The cost will be approximately 

$100,000. We are having a special collection this 

summer to raise these funds. A donor has pledged to 

match our donations up to $50,000. The deadline for 

receiving these matching donations is August 15. So far,  

we have received $42,195.00 in additional donations and 

pledges. Please make your donation or pledge as soon as 

possible. We appreciate your generous support. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am John W. Langley, Jr., 10am Parishioners,  

12N Albenie Joseph Dube’, Jr., MON: 8am Neil Miles, 

TUES: 8am Mary Nelson, WED: 8am  Lillian Schmidt, 

THURS: 8am  Martha Brancheau, FRI: 9:30m Rev. 

Joseph Kleinstuber, SAT: 9am Maurice I. Long, Sr., 

4pm Paul Istvan. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence 

Middleton, Eda Moon, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, 

William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, 

Brice Zimmer.  
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,636.50.  $2,183.50 of that was received from people 

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $536.00.  

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

 Brinsfield Funeral Homes & 

Crematory 
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