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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

This Sunday, August 4, is the feast day of St. John 

Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests. St. John, was 

a French priest who lived in the 19
th
 century. In addition 

to his personal holiness, he is remembered for his 

dedication in promoting reception of the sacrament of 

Penance and Reconciliation, i.e. “Confession.” St. John 

recognized how the burden of a guilty conscience can 

block one’s experience of the love of God. Therefore, he 

did all he could to urge people to unburden their 

consciences of sin by coming to confession on a frequent 

basis. The essay below offers illustrations of how life-

changing the sacrament of confession can be.  

   From my own experience of going to confession 

myself as well as hearing confessions, I know what a 

blessed gift this sacrament is in helping us experience 

the love and mercy of our Lord. This is why we offer the 

Sacrament of Confession every day in our parish. Please 

do not let fear or pride prevent you from receiving the 

gift of the Lord’s forgiveness through this wonderful 

sacrament. Why not see what Confession can do for 

you?  

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

The Power of One Confession by Maura Roan 

McKeegan from the Catholic Exchange website edited.  

Last month, our family gathered at the dinner table with 

an honored guest: our dear priest friend, Fr. Al, who is 

94 years old. Many years ago, Fr. Al was a hospital 

chaplain. Each morning after saying Mass, he used to 

visit the hospital to administer the sacraments to 

patients. He had almost 100 Communion calls every 

morning. One day, the hospital called him to visit a 

woman who was in critical condition. She was about 80 

years old and was listed as Catholic. When he arrived at 

her room, however, she denied that she was Catholic and 

said she did not want any prayers. 

Soon after, the woman’s family members called Fr. Al 

and explained that she had been raised Catholic. They 

asked him for any help he could give her. Even a doctor 

asked him to visit her because she was in such bad 

shape. He tried again—and again. Every time, her 

response was angry and explosive. “Get out of here!!” 

she would yell. He couldn’t enter her room without her 

screaming at him. Fr. Al realized that the only way he 

would break down this wall was with more prayer. So he 

started enlisting prayer warriors. He asked several 

religious sisters to pray, and even called the principals of 

several Catholic schools to ask them to get the children 

praying for this special intention. He stayed away from 

her room for a while in order to allow time for the 

prayers to work on her soul. Then, one Tuesday 

morning, he felt compelled to stop by her room again. 

On the way, he prayed to be able to reach her.  

    This time, he made it into her room without her 

screaming. “You must be suffering a lot,” he said. 

“Yeah,” she replied. “I’m a Catholic priest,” he said. 

“You’re Catholic, aren’t you?” “I used to be…I lost it,” 

she replied. “You can’t lose your faith,” Fr. Al said. He 

told her about the good thief and other people in 

Scripture who turned their lives around, and then said 

that he could give her all the help she could receive at 

this time. “Everything—the most important things on 

this earth, I can give to you,” he said. Then he offered to 

hear her confession and to help her through it.  

    With Fr. Al’s guidance, the woman made a 

confession. Then he gave her Communion and the 

apostolic blessing. Afterward, the woman who had 

screamed at him to get away from her was crying tears 

of joy that she was forgiven, that she had reconciled with 

Jesus. She had been away from the Church for 62 years.  

She looked and acted like a completely different person 

from the one Fr. Al had first encountered. It was a 

resurrection of her soul. Later that day, the woman died. 

Fr. Al firmly believes she received everything God 

wanted to give her that day.  

    While this woman’s initial reaction to Fr. Al was 

extreme, it is not unusual for people to feel distaste or 

contempt for confession. We are in a battle for our souls, 

and the sacrament of reconciliation wins souls back to 

Jesus in an avalanche of grace. No wonder the enemy 

tries so hard to tempt us away from going.  

   St. John Vianney used to get up between midnight and 

2 a.m. each day and hear confessions for up to seven 

hours before he said morning Mass. Then, after a meager 

breakfast, he would hear more confessions throughout 

the morning, afternoon, and evening, spending a total of 

12-18 hours a day in the confessional. He had an endless 

line of penitents, many traveling from great distances to 

see him. Yet still, he had to practically push certain 

people into the confessional when they refused to go. 

Through the gift of prophecy, he knew with a glance 

when a person was resistant to the sacrament and needed 

extra help to return to its graces.  

    Once, a man named Pére Rochette came to Ars 

seeking healing for his crippled son. He wanted a cure 

for his son, but did not respond when St. John Vianney 

invited him into the confessional. The saint beckoned 

him a second time. Rochette grudgingly came forward, 

but complained, “I really don’t feel like it.” “Begin!” the 

saint answered. And so, Rochette relented, fell on his 

knees, and attempted to say how long it had been since 

his last confession. Rochette, weeping, made his 

confession, and later received Communion. After that 

confession, Rochette received the healing that he sought 

for his son. The boy left Ars without crutches. And 

Rochette received another healing as well—one that he 

had not sought. It was the healing of his own soul. All it 

took was one confession to bring both physical and 

https://catholicexchange.com/healing-grace-sacramental-confession
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spiritual healing. One confession will unleash heaven’s 

graces, now and for eternity.  

      I know this, and yet I still have to fight myself to get 

there sometimes. I’m tired. I’m busy. As Rochette said, 

“I really don’t feel like it.” But then, when I get there, 

everything else falls away. I bow my head, and I feel the 

grace rush over me like a waterfall as I listen to the 

words of absolution.  

 

ADULT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  THIS 

WEDNESDAY Aug 7
th

 from 6:30-8:30 PM in the hall 

as we learn about some of the gifts the Lord has given us 

to help us share the gospel of salvation with others. 

Bring your Bible. If you like to read ahead, read 1 

Corinthians chapters 12-14. The cost of the session, 

which includes dinner, is $2.  

 

WANT TO BECOME CATHOLIC OR “MORE 

CATHOLIC”?  If you or someone you know would 

like to receive the redeeming graces of Jesus Christ 

through baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic 

Church, classes will begin on Monday, September 16. 

These classes for adults are for those who would like to 

enter the Catholic Church or Catholics who have not yet 

received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 

Eucharist. Please contact Father Conley or Sue Wolfe 

for more information.  

 

NEW HVAC FUND DRIVE UPDATE      

We need to replace the heating & air conditioning 

system in the hall. The cost will be approximately 

$100,000. We are having a special collection this 

summer to raise these funds. A donor has pledged to 

match our donations up to $50,000. The deadline for 

receiving these matching donations is August 15. So far, 

we have received $43,525.00 in additional donations and 

pledges. Please make your donation or pledge as soon as 

possible. We appreciate your generous support. 

 

SOUND MINDS/ GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 

Continues this Tuesday, Aug 6 at 7pm.  This week our 

presenter, Caitlin Langreich will be speaking about 

Anxiety. Caitlin has a M.A. clinical mental health 

counseling and is certified clinical trauma professional. 

You don’t have to come to each presentation to benefit 

from this series and there will be time for Q&A. If you, 

or someone you know, is interested in learning more 

about how to achieve and maintain mental wellness, 

please join us! Tuesdays 7-8:30pm August 6 & 20. For 

more information about this series, contact Fr. Conley 

frconley@comcast.net 

   

 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING WORTH WHILE 

TO WATCH? Check out FORMED. We are happy to 

offer you a great new free resource for entertainment and 

faith formation. Through the generosity of a donor, 

every parishioner can now enjoy movies and spiritual 

resources on your own computer. For free access to 

FORMED  just type in our custom URL 

stmarysbryantown.formed.org  into the search box on 

 your web browser.  Then click on the register tab and 

begin to enjoy FORMED while growing in your 

understanding of our faith.  

INDIVIDUAL UNBOUND MINISTRY PRAYER 
Do you long for freedom but feel unable to receive it?  

Do past sins, hurts, or memories weigh you down?  On 

Saturday August 17th, 2019 there will be trained teams 

available to provide individual prayer using the 

Unbound Model of prayer at The Church of the 

Resurrection’s School in Ellicott City.  Unbound Prayer 

is based on 5 scriptural keys that help you unlock those 

areas of your life where you want to receive greater 

freedom & spiritual growth.  If you would like to 

schedule an appointment or want more information, 

please contact Dan or Peggy Gahagan by Monday 

August 12th, 2019  at: 

unboundministrymaryland@gmail.com.  We ask that 

you read at least the first 7 chapters of the book 

Unbound, by Neal Lozano prior to receiving prayer 

(available at www.Amazon.com 
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SUN: 8am Patty Jean Fisher, 10am Mary Merse,  

12N Parishioners, MON: 8am Charles & Clinton 

Brewer, TUES: 8am Deacon John Shewmaker, 

WED: 8am  Joseph Tolarski, Jr., THURS: 8am  Eugene 

Mudd, FRI: 9:30am NO MASS, SAT: 9am Elise Dent, 

4pm Lillian Schmidt. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence 

Middleton, Eda Moon, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, 

William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, 

Brice Zimmer.  
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,602.31.  $1,797.50 of that was received from people 

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $531.31.  School Support: $200.00.  

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

O’Brien Realty 
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