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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

    In the Gospel reading today, Jesus urges us not to give 

into fear during times of trial. Of course this is a 

challenge. But as with other challenges, when we have a 

better understanding of what we are facing, we are better 

able to endure trials. I think the essay below adapted 

from the book, Enduring Trials by Fr. Jacques offers 

some helpful insights on these matters. 

 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

by Fr. Jacques Philippe, edited and adapted.   

Our only real security—and we have no other—is that 

God’s mercy is unlimited.  God is infinitely good and 

faithful.  That is our only rock, to use the very concrete 

language of Scripture.  All the rest—health, education, 

qualifications, friends, our own strength, our virtues—

can leave us.  We must be realistic!  All those things are, 

of course, very good.  A certain income, emotional 

security, faithful friends, a spiritual companion, good 

education, plenty of experience, a community we’re 

happy to belong to, and so on: all those are valuable 

things.  We should welcome them and seek them insofar 

as we can, but we should never make them our security.  

For God alone is absolute security.  All the rest is 

relative.  That is a fundamental point about trials of 

hope: we may experience a certain impoverishment, 

fragility in certain areas, precisely so that we learn to 

find our true security more fully in God.  And God can 

never forsake us.  Scripture says this endlessly: “For the 

mountains may depart and the hill be removed, but my 

steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my 

covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, 

Who has compassion on you.” 

     The sense of insecurity and fragility that we often 

experience in trials is admittedly very unpleasant and 

can produce a kind of panic, but it is also an opportunity: 

a call to become more firmly rooted in God.  As an 

expression found so often in the Bible puts it: “He only 

is my rock and my salvation, my fortress, I shall not be 

shaken.”  That will give us true freedom in the end. 

     Every trial is also a trial of love.  Perhaps our 

relationship with God is in crisis or perhaps our 

relationship with our neighbor (in our marriage, for 

instance).  But often the difficulty also concerns our 

relationship with ourselves, our love for ourselves. 

     For example, sometimes we may lose a taste for 

prayer.  What does that trial mean?  It is a call to 

continue praying all the same, because we don’t pray 

just because we enjoy it or experience satisfaction, but 

first and foremost to please God.  When we find great  

pleasure in it, that’s fine, but when prayer is difficult, we  

need to keep going just the same!  That purifies our love 

for God, which becomes freer, more disinterested, more 

genuine, and not just a selfish search for ourselves. 

     It’s similar in what concerns our relationship with our 

neighbor.  You loved your wife when she was young, 

pretty, well-behaved, pleasant, and answered all your 

expectations.  Now you notice that she is sometimes bad 

tempered, that she has a few wrinkles; do you continue 

to love her?  Do you love her for yourself or do you love 

her truly, with a love that consists of wanting her good, 

and not only seeking your own satisfaction? 

     We are constantly faced with this kind of trial in 

which we confront the demands of loving another person 

as he or she is, loving them freely and disinterestedly, 

forgiving them, etc. 

     But sometimes our love for ourselves is called into 

question.  We saw this before: you loved yourself when 

you were satisfied with yourself, when everything was 

going well, but now, seeing your inner poverty and 

sinfulness, you begin to hate yourself.  No!  Accept 

yourself in all your poverty and limitations. 

     I could cite endless examples showing that in every 

trial there is also a certain purification of love: love for 

God, love for ourselves, or love for our neighbor.  It’s 

not to destroy love, but so that love becomes deeper, 

truer, more evangelical and, basically, happier.  We 

should not be afraid of crises.  Today, for instance, as 

soon as a married couple hits a crisis, they separate, and 

each looks for someone new.  How sad!  Perhaps that 

crisis was the very opportunity they needed to deepen 

their relationship and adjust things to make their love 

truer.  Every crisis is a chance to grow, an invitation to 

undertake a certain kind of work on ourselves. 

     The conclusion of these reflections is that in every 

trial it is essential to ask oneself a question along these 

lines: What act of faith am I being invited to make in this 

situation?  What attitude of hope am I being called to 

live by?  And what conversion in relation to love, 

leading to a love that is truer and purer, am I being 

summoned to undertake?   

     If we ask ourselves these questions honestly, we’ll 

always find an answer.  We’ll discover some kind of call 

from God at the heart of our trial, and that will give it 

meaning. 

     What enables us to overcome a trial is not a magic 

wand that solves everything, but the discovery of what 

call it is that’s being addressed to us, how we’re being 

asked to grow.  In understanding and responding to that 

call, we find new strength, enabling us to get through the 

trial and make something positive of it.  Every trial can 

become a path of life, for Christ has risen from the dead 

and is present everywhere, sowing the seeds of new life 

in every situation.  Even in those that seem most 

negative and most desperate, God is present. 
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SOUND MINDS/ GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 

Our final session will be this Tuesday, Aug 20 at 7pm.   

The topic will be Living with Grief. Our presenter, 

Caitlin Langreich has a M.A. in clinical mental health 

counseling and she is a certified clinical trauma 

professional. For more information about the session 

contact Fr. Conley frconley@comcast.net 

 

SPIRITUAL WELLNESS-THE POWER OF 

PRAYER TUESDAY, AUG 27, 7-8:30PM 

Fr Conley will be giving a free presentation on various 

forms of prayer which can help us to stay strong 

spiritually. Come and learn about praying with the Bible 

as well as other traditional forms of prayer. This will be 

a good follow-up to our sessions on mental wellness. We 

will be meeting in the hall. Please let me know if you’re 

coming so we can have enough handouts for everyone. 

You can contact me at frconley@comcast.net or 301-

870-2220 ext 13. 

BECOMING CATHOLIC OR “MORE 

CATHOLIC” If you or someone you know would like 

to receive the redeeming graces of Jesus Christ through 

baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic 

Church, classes will begin on Monday, September 9
th
. 

These classes for adults are for those who would like to 

enter the Catholic Church or Catholics who have not yet 

received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 

Eucharist. Please contact Father Conley or Sue Wolfe 

for more information. 

A Quick Journey through the Bible   

Monday, Sept. 9 from 7 to 8:30pm in the Notre 

Dame Center.  These six sessions, will greatly 

improve your understanding of the Bible. The cost for 

materials is $20. You can sign up in the foyer or by 

contacting Fr. Conley or Sue Wolfe.  

 

WE REACHED OUR GOAL FOR THE NEW 

HVAC SYSTEM!  Many thanks to all who contributed 

to the fund for the new HVAC system for the hall.  We 

raised the $100,000 we need.  Special thanks to the 

benefactor who pledged the first $50,000. We have 

accepted a contract proposal from Potter Electric which 

has been submitted to the Archdiocese for approval. 

Once it is approved we will go ahead and purchase the 

new equipment. Because we cannot close off the hall 

during the school year, the new equipment will be 

installed in June when school lets out next summer. 

Thanks again to all who made this fundraising effort a 

success! 

 

KNOW OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE 

HOMEBOUND?  Please contact Fr. Conley or Sister 

Theresa at the rectory so we can minister to their 

spiritual needs.  

FIRST ANNUAL HOMESCHOOL FAMILY MASS 

Catholic homeschool families from across the 

Archdiocese are invited to come together on Sunday, 

September 1 at 10:00 a.m. at the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Crypt Church. 

Archbishop Gregory will celebrate Mass and bless 

families' homeschool endeavors. For planning purposes, 

please RSVP at: http://evite.me/ZMrS7TPKA3.  

 

HELP OUR MARRIAGE- Do you feel alone? Are you 

frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue, or 

have you just stopped talking to each other? Does 

talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille 

(pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples 

through difficult times in their marriages. This program 

has helped 10’s of 1,000’s of couples experiencing 

difficulties in their marriage. For confidential 

information or to register for the upcoming program 

beginning with a weekend on August 30th - September 

1st, 2019, please visit: www.HelpOurMarriage.com, call 

(443) 400-7017, or email: 3015@retrouvaille.org  

 

 

 

   

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am Don Pobst, 10am Parishioners,  

12N Mary Emma Middleton, MON: 8am JoAnne 

Weingarden, TUES: 8am Janine Burch, WED: 8am  

Rev. Joseph Kleinstuber, THURS: 8am  John W. 

Langley, Jr., FRI: 9:30am Maurice I. Long, Sr.,  

SAT: 9am Ernest J. Keller, Jr., 4pm Garfield &  

Martha Goldsmith. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) 

Goldsmith, Zynae Green, Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, 

Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie 

Logan, Florence Middleton, Eda Moon, John Nichols, 

Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, 

Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna 

Sweeney, Beth Weise, Brice Zimmer.  
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$8,475.25.  $1,127.50 of that was received from people 

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $655.25.  We received $155.00 for our 

School Support. 

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

The Pool Company 

mailto:frconley@comcast.net
mailto:frconley@comcast.net
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=78641180&msgid=638947&act=94CD&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fevite.me%2FZMrS7TPKA3
https://retromd.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3f5ee46b9f8f87e7d07a8eb&id=3ac32672f3&e=4d15a47a1f
mailto:3015@retrouvaille.org

