
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

 At the conclusion of the Gospel reading today, Jesus 

says that no one can serve two masters. Jesus makes this 

statement in reference to people saying they are serving 

God while at the same time they are preoccupied with 

money. Now there are many people who like to think 

that they are “freethinkers” who don’t serve any master. 

However, while this sounds very noble and fits our 

American idealization of freedom, it is simply not true. 

As the late author, David Foster Wallace, stated in a 

famous commencement speech to college graduates 

excerpted below, not only do we all serve someone, we 

all worship someone or something.  

     
“….in the day-to day trenches of adult life, there is 

actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing 

as not worshipping. Everybody worships. The only 

choice we get is what to worship. And the compelling 

reason for maybe choosing some sort of god or spiritual-

type thing to worship -- be it JC or Allah, be it YHWH 

or the Wiccan Mother Goddess, or the Four Noble 

Truths, or some inviolable set of ethical principles -- is 

that pretty much anything else you worship will eat you 

alive. If you worship money and things, if they are 

where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never 

have enough, never feel you have enough. It's the truth. 

Worship your body and beauty and sexual allure and you 

will always feel ugly. And when time and age start 

showing, you will die a million deaths before they 

finally grieve you. On one level, we all know this stuff 

already. It's been codified as myths, proverbs, clichés, 

epigrams, parables; the skeleton of every great story. 

The whole trick is keeping the truth up front in daily 

consciousness.  

     Worship power, you will end up feeling weak and 

afraid, and you will need even more power over others to 

numb you to your own fear. Worship your intellect, 

being seen as smart, you will end up feeling stupid, a 

fraud, always on the verge of being found out. But the 

insidious thing about these forms of worship is not that 

they're evil or sinful, it's that they're unconscious. They 

are default settings.   

     They're the kind of worship you just gradually slip 

into, day after day, getting more and more selective 

about what you see and how you measure value without 

ever being fully aware that that's what you're doing.” 

    Commenting on Wallace’s statement, Timothy Keller, 

a well-known Presbyterian pastor, and author added the 

following: 

“…Whatever is the source of your meaning and 

satisfaction in life is what you are worshiping, though 

you may not acknowledge it as such. Do not simply 

pursue these things if they are what you are living for.  

 

 

If you are living for them, you must have them when you 

lose your purpose in life. If anything threatens them, you 

get uncontrollably anxious or angry. If anything takes 

them away you can lose the very will to live. If you fail 

to achieve them, you may fall into unending self-hatred. 

That is why they are “eating you alive.” Put another 

way, you are enslaved to them. You must give yourself 

to something, or you will have no meaning in life. The 

facts of human experience show us that no one is free. 

Everyone needs love, meaning, and satisfaction in their 

lives, and so everyone is under control of something.” 

     Or, as Bob Dylan explains in his song of the same 

name, “you’re gonna have to serve somebody. It may be 

the devil, it may be the Lord, but you’re gonna have to  

serve somebody”  

     Providentially, we are free to choose who or what we 

will serve and worship. Understood this way, is there 

anyone more worthy of our worship than Jesus Christ? 

 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC OR “MORE 

CATHOLIC” If you or someone you know would like 

to receive the redeeming graces of Jesus Christ through 

Baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic 

Church, classes are on Mondays from 7-8:30pm. These 

classes for adults are for those who would like to enter 

the Catholic Church, or Catholics who have not yet 

received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 

Eucharist. Please contact Father Conley or Sue Wolfe 

for more information.  

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING this  

THURSDAY, September 19, at 6:30p.m, and dinner 

will be served.  Everyone is invited to come and join us 

for Spirit-filled praise of Our Lord. For more 

information contact Fr. Conley.            

 

SUNDAY MORNING SESSIONS “FOLLOWING 

THE CALL OF CHRIST” presented by Bishop 

Robert Barron -begins  This  Sunday, September 22.   

This five-part series for adults will meet from 11:15-

12:45 on the following Sundays: Sept. 22, Oct. 13 & 27, 

Nov. 10 & 24 in the school. The cost of the series is $10, 

or $2 per session, and includes lunch. Each presentation 

stands alone, so even if you’re unable to attend the 

complete series, you will benefit from each session.  

Participating in the series is a good opportunity for 

fellowship with your fellow parishioners. You may sign 

up in the foyer or by contacting Father Conley at 

frconley@comcast.net 301-870-2220, extension 13. 

 

 

mailto:frconley@comcast.net


TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                       SEPTEMBER 22, 2019  

THE WOMEN’S ENCOUNTER GRACE TEAM 

WILL HOST A “LET'S TALK ABOUT IT 

GATHERING” ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, to  

learn more about Eucharistic Adoration and how we can  

incorporate it into our lives.  The presentation, led by Fr 

Conley, will be in held in the church at 6:30 pm and will 

include Adoration & Benediction.   

 

INDIVIDUAL UNBOUND MINISTRY PRAYER 
Everyone is fighting invisible battles ~ negative 

thoughts, secret sins and unhealthy relationships, 

destructive habits, idols and false identities, resentments 

and bitter wounds that never seem to heal.  What if you 

could reach out and touch God’s love, and never be the 

same? Unbound Ministry releases the power of Jesus 

into wounded hearts.  On Saturday October 5
th

, 2019 

there will be trained teams available to provide 

individual prayer using the Unbound Model of prayer at 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in Ellicott City.  

Unbound Prayer is based on five scriptural keys that 

help you unlock those areas of your life where you want 

to receive greater freedom, healing & spiritual growth.  

If you would like to schedule an appointment or want 

more information, please contact Dan or Peggy Gahagan 

by Monday September 30
th

, 2019  at: 

unboundministrymaryland@gmail.com.  We ask that 

you read at least the first seven chapters of the book 

Unbound, by Neal Lozano prior to receiving prayer 

(available at www.Amazon.com OR 

www.heartofthefather.com). 

 

ST. IGNATIUS CHURCH, HILLTOP is having  

their Annual Yard Sale on Saturday, October 5
th
, from  

7AM – 2PM.  There will be a bake sale table, raffle, and 

numerous bargains and treasures.  Breakfast and lunch 

items will be available at reasonable prices. Call John at 

(301-743-3514) to make arrangements for pick-up of 

items or to drop off items at the church hall. 
 

GIVE THE GIFT OF SERVICE 

Catholic Charities DC encourages you to give back by 

taking advantage of a variety of volunteer opportunities 

available in Washington, DC and Southern Maryland. 

For more information on volunteering with Catholic 

Charities, or to register to volunteer, 

visit catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer. 

 

FAITH DAY AT NATIONALS PARK is coming on 

Saturday, September 28. Watch the Washington 

Nationals play the Cleveland Indians, and enjoy a 

postgame celebration of faith. For every ticket sold, $5 

will be donated to benefit The House DC. To purchase 

tickets and learn more, please visit 

www.Nationals.com/Faith. To purchase tickets for a 

group of 13 or more, please contact Chris Murphy at 

202.640.7687 or chris.murphy@nationals.com. 

OUR ANNUAL $60,000 RAFFLE WILL BE 

STARTING SOON.  You may purchase a ticket on 

your own for $100 or consider purchasing a ticket with 

your friends, family or co-workers.  Split the ticket cost 

and the winnings.  There are 20 opportunities to win 

cash prizes adding up to $60,000.  Your ticket enters you 

in all 20 drawings.  Our first drawing for $1,000 will be 

held on October 25
th
 at the school’s Annual Fall 

Festival.  The Grand Prize Drawing of $20,000 will be 

held on March 6, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL DAY OF PRAYER 

Monday, October 7, 2019 

Come with Me into the Fields 

The Day of Prayer begins at 9:00 am and includes 

continental breakfast, lunch and Mass.  

Fee: $40.00.  Contact: Lisa White (301) 392-0801  

lisa.white@loyolaretreat.org or register on line at  

www.loyolaonthepotomac.com  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
SUN: 8am Gene Mudd, 10am Maurice I. Long, Sr.,   

12N Parishioners, MON: 8am Lena Marston,  

TUES: 8am Jimmy Estep, WED: 8am  Mary T. Edelen, 

THURS: 8am  Henry Jones, FRI: 9:30am Rev. Joseph 

Kleinstuber, SAT: 9am Joyce Edelen, 4pm Janet Joy 

Brillantes. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Bill 

Branick, Deacon Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, 

Brenda Callahan, Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, 

Kendall Farrell, George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Kevin Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, 

Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith, Zynae Green, Carol 

Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, 

Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence 

Middleton, Eda Moon, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, 

Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, William 

Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$10,665.88.   $2,505.00 of that was received from people                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $872.88.  We received $ 65.00 for our 

School Support. 

Please support our advertising 

 sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Personalized Therapy, LLC 
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