
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

 Every time I read today’s Gospel passage about the rich 

man and Lazarus, it pricks my conscience because of 

something I failed to do. One day I was in a fast food  

place when a man came up to me with a cup in his hand 

asking for money. I quickly said “No, I’m sorry” and he 

walked out the door. No sooner had he left then I 

experienced a terrible feeling of remorse. As  I watched 

the beggar walk away I felt that I had behaved like the 

rich man in the parable that Jesus tells in today’s Gospel.   

   There are many important lessons we can learn from 

this parable about the rich man and poor Lazarus who 

died outside his gate. One lesson for sure is that Jesus is 

challenging us to give some serious thought to what we 

are doing for the poor. Each one of us should recognize 

that our material resources have been loaned to us by 

God.  He expects us to put them to good use, not just for 

ourselves, but also for others. Anyone who has an 

income should have a line item in their budget for 

donations to assist the poor and other charitable causes.  

   But the parable is not just about giving our money to 

the poor. More generally, it’s about having compassion 

for those around us. The rich man in the parable is so 

into his own life, his fine clothes and sumptuous food, 

that he neglects the obligation to do something 

worthwhile for someone who needed help. Indeed, he 

was so wrapped up in himself that he evidently didn’t 

even see Lazarus lying outside his gate. 

   That was my sin. I know from experience that handing 

money to people who beg doesn’t really do much good. 

For one thing, many of them will just use it for drugs or 

booze. What I feel bad about is that when the man 

approached me begging, I didn’t really even see him as a 

person. What I saw was a bundle of problems that I can’t 

solve. In an instant I just dismissed him when it would 

have been very easy to at least buy him something to eat.  

   Jesus tells us that whatever we do for those in need, we 

do for Him. The Lord also promises that we will find joy 

in helping others, even those who don’t seem to deserve 

our care. The lives of the saints prove that the Lord’s 

promise is true.  Unfortunately, we can be so wrapped up 

in our pleasures, or just as often, our own problems, that 

we don’t see the suffering going on right before our 

eyes. Indeed, sometimes even our spouses, closest 

family members and friends, can really be hurting and 

we don’t see it because we’re too busy thinking about 

ourselves.  

   In addition to being preoccupied with our own 

concerns, I think the biggest obstacle to our reaching out 

to help others is our fear that their problems are too big 

for us to handle. This is a reasonable fear.  There are 

many problems that we can’t solve. I felt that way with 

the man begging from me. Buying him lunch wasn’t 

going to solve his problems. However, the fact that we 

can’t solve other peoples’ personal problems or poverty 

in the world, shouldn’t stop us from showing genuine 

compassion to those who are suffering and using our 

resources to help them the best way we can. Each day 

we need to ask the Lord to help us recognize the dignity 

of those who are suffering around us and for the courage 

to have compassion for them.  

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

 

The Women’s Encounter Grace Team will host a 

“Let's Talk About It” Gathering this Tuesday, 

October 1, to  learn more about Eucharistic Adoration 

and how we can  incorporate it into our lives.  The 

presentation, led by Fr Conley, will be in held in the 

church at 6:30 pm and will include Adoration & 

Benediction.   

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING this  

THURSDAY, October 3 at 6:30p.m, and dinner will 

be served.  Everyone is invited to come and join us for 

Spirit-filled praise of Our Lord. For more information 

contact Fr. Conley.            

 

THIS FRIDAY IS FIRST FRIDAY We will have 

Eucharistic Adoration following the 9:30 AM Mass and 

concluding with Benediction at 6 PM. Volunteers are 

needed to sign up for adoration especially between the 

hours of 3 and 6 PM. The sign-up sheet is in the foyer of 

the church. 

 

OUR CHOIRS ARE RECRUITING NEW 

MEMBERS!!! If you enjoy church music and can carry 

a tune, our choirs would love you to join us!  We are 

first and foremost a prayer group who enjoys singing to 

the Lord! We practice Monday evenings at 6:30 PM for 

our Sunday Noon Masses, and Wednesday at 7 PM for 

our Sunday 10:00 AM Masses.  This year we are excited 

to host a choral Christmas Cantata and are inviting other 

Southern Maryland choirs to join us on Sunday, 

December 15 at 3 PM. Please consider joining us to keep 

our SMB choral music alive and well! For further 

information, please see or contact Kaye Oliver after the 

8 or 10 AM Sunday Mass, or email her at: 

Samuel_oliver@comcast.net. 

 

OUR ANNUAL $60,000 RAFFLE HAS STARTED 

NOW!!  You may purchase a ticket on your own for 

$100 or consider purchasing a ticket with your friends, 

family or co-workers.  Split the ticket cost and the 

winnings.  There are 20 opportunities to win cash prizes 

adding up to $60,000.  Your ticket enters you in all 20 

drawings.  Our first drawing for $1,000 will be held on 

October 25
th
 at the school’s Annual Fall Festival.  The 

Grand Prize Drawing of $20,000 will be held on March 

6, 2020. 

 

mailto:Samuel_oliver@comcast.net


TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                      SEPTEMBER 29, 2019  

OCTOBER 12
TH

 ROSARY RALLY 

St. Mary’s-Bryantown will host a Rosary Rally on 

Saturday, October 12 at 12 noon.  The purpose of 

this public rosary is to honor the requests of our 

Blessed Mother’s messages at Fatima and to pray 

for our nation and the world.  Join us!  For more 

info or to help in any way, please contact 

slay@bryantown.org.  The Public Square Rosary 

Crusade is coordinated by the America Needs 

Fatima campaign. 
 

Ladies!  Join the ENCOUNTER GRACE TEAM on 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 as they host a full-day 

women's conference on the campus of St. Mary's Ryken 

High School in Leonardtown Maryland.  The Begin 

Again Catholic Women's Conference is a day 

designed with YOU in mind.  Featuring keynote speaker 

Laura K. Fanucci (author of Everyday Sacraments, To 

Bless our Calling) and musical guest Corrie 

Marie, attendees will enjoy a day filled with 

inspirational, educational and engaging workshops and 

presentations that will help you get back to the basics of 

the faith, so you can begin again renewed and refocused 

on your life in the faith.  Session topics include:  

growing in your prayer life, Living the Sacraments, 

renewing our relationship with Our Blessed Mother, a 

return to relationship with our Heavenly Father, spiritual 

accompaniment, and the relationship between physical 

and spiritual wellness.  Confession and Adoration will 

be available throughout the day and there will be 

opportunities for connecting and networking with other 

women in attendance.  We will also have vendors with 

“cash and carry” Catholic items.  Cost includes breakfast 

and lunch, keynote, praise and worship sessions, two 

break-out sessions and so much more.   Tickets on sale 

at www.encountergrace.co  Early bird registration is 

highly encouraged as tickets are limited.  Contact  

Penny Bailey or Laura Roland at: 

encountergraceco@gmail.com with questions. 

 

SAVING BABIES is a new Prolife organization under 

the purview of Sacred Heart Church in La Plata. After 

Saturday/ Sunday Masses of October 12/13, Saving 

Babies brochures will be distributed here at St. Mary’s. 

The brochures include a signature page for you to Go on 

Record as being prolife. These signature pages will be 

presented to Charles County and state Representatives to 

effect legislation. Please bring your address labels with 

you to Mass to make it easy to put your contact 

information on the signature page. For more information 

about Saving Babies, go towww.sacredheartlaplata.org. 

 

 

 

 

SILENT RETREAT WEEKENDS FOR MEN AND 

WOMEN -Experience His Presence in the silence!  

 “The Spiritual Exercises”.  The Spiritual Exercises  

are an opportunity to retreat from the hectic, noisy world 

and experience a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.  

These retreats touch on so many important aspects of the 

spiritual life. The central principles are self-knowledge, 

discernment of God’s will for your life, and the decision 

to follow Christ more closely. Upcoming Dates--For 

Men: Nov. 1-3 cost is $250.00 person; Upcoming Dates 

– For Women October 4-6 & Dec 6-8 cost is $250 per 

person.  Registration is required. Find more information 

and links to register on our: 

websitewww.ourladyofbethesda.org. Our Lady of 

Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, 

MD 20817 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOW OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE 

HOMEBOUND?  Please contact Fr. Conley or Sister 

Theresa at the rectory so we can minister to their 

spiritual needs.  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
SUN: 8am Mary Margaret Queen,  10am Parishioners,   

12N Virginia Merz, MON: 8am Alisha Pobst,  

TUES: 8am Joyce Irwin, WED: 8am  Steven Sanchez, 

THURS: 8am  Paul Istvan, FRI: 9:30am Jacqueline 

Truss, SAT: 9am Benjamin E. Edelen, 4pm Allison 

Clements. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Bill 

Branick, Deacon Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, 

Brenda Callahan, Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, 

Kendall Farrell, George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Kevin Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, 

Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith, Zynae Green, Irma Johnson, 

Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, Susie Logan, Florence Middleton, Eda Moon, 

John Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa 

Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna 

Sweeney, Beth Weise, Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$,9848.54.   $2,385.00 of that was received from people                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

who contribute through online banking. The unidentified 

donations totaled $670.50.  We received $ 30.00 for our 

School Support. 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Timber Creek Nurseries, LLC 
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