
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

Last week in my homily I shared excerpts from the 

Dialogue of St. Catherine of Siena. She received a 

revelation from God the Father about what happens 

to us when we pass from this life into the next one. I 

thought you might find it of interest to see what she 

was told about the experience of heaven. 

                                  

With my prayers, 

                                Father Conley 

God the Father revealed the following to St. 

Catherine of Siena: 
     How great is the stupidity of those who make 

themselves weak in spite of my strengthening, and put 

themselves into the devil’s hands!  I want you to know, 

then, that at the moment of death, because they have put 

themselves during life under the devil’s rule (not by 

force, because they cannot be forced, as I told you; but 

they put themselves voluntarily into his hands), and 

because they come to the point of death under this 

perverse rule, They can expect no other judgment but 

that of their own conscience.  They come without hope 

to eternal damnation.  In hate they grasp at hell in the 

moment of their death, and even before they possess it, 

they take hell as their prize along with their lords the 

demons.  

     The just, on the other hand, have lived in charity and 

die in love.  If they have lived perfectly in virtue, 

enlightened by faith, seeing with faith and trusting 

completely in the blood of the Lamb, when they come to 

the point of death they see the good I have prepared for 

them.  They embrace it with the arms of love, reaching 

out with the grasp of love to me, the supreme and eternal 

Good, at the very edge of death. And so they taste 

eternal life even before they have left their mortal 

bodies. 

     The good of these souls is beyond what your mind’s 

eye can see or your ear hear, or your tongue describe or 

your heart imagine.  What joy they have in seeing me 

who am all good!  What joy they will yet have when 

their bodies are glorified!...You will all be made like him 

in joy and gladness; eye for eye, hand for hand, your 

whole bodies will be made like the body of the Word my 

Son…These souls wait for divine judgment with 

gladness, not fear.  And the face of my Son will appear 

to them neither terrifying nor hateful, because they have 

finished their lives in charity, delighting in me and filled 

with good will towards their neighbors. 

     They are hungry and satisfied, satisfied yet hungry –

but they are far from bored with satiety or pained in their 

hunger…They are established in love for me and for 

their neighbors.  And they are all united in general and 

special love, both of which come from one and the same 

charity.  They rejoice and exult, sharing each other’s  

goodness with loving affection, besides that universal 

good which they all possess together.  They rejoice and 

exult with the angels, and they find their places among 

the saints according to the different virtues in which they 

excelled in the world.  

     And though they are all joined in the bond of charity, 

they know a special kind of sharing with those whom 

they loved most closely with a special love in the world, 

a love through which they grew in grace and virtue.  

They helped each other proclaim the glory and praise of 

my name in themselves and in their neighbors, So now 

in everlasting life they have not lost that love; no, they 

still love and share with each other even more closely 

and fully, adding their love to the good of all…When a 

soul reaches eternal life, all share in her good and she in 

theirs. 

     Their desires are a continual cry to me for the 

salvation of others, for they finished their lives loving 

their neighbors, and they did not leave that love behind 

but brought it with them when they passed through that 

gate which is my only-begotten Son.  So, you see that in 

whatever bond of love they finish their lives, that bond is 

theirs forever and lasts eternally…What these blessed 

ones want is to see me honored in you who are still on 

the way, pilgrims running ever nearer your end in death.  

Because they seek my honor they desire your salvation, 

and so they are constantly praying to me for you.  I do 

my part to fulfill their desire provided only that you do 

not foolishly resist my mercy. 

     There are others who have passed through life and 

arrive at the end point of death with only a commonplace 

love, and were never very perfect.  These embrace my 

mercy with the same light of faith and hope as those who 

were perfect.  But these have this light imperfectly, and 

because they are imperfect they reach out for mercy, 

considering my mercy greater than their own guilt. 

     So, no one waits to be judged.  All receive their 

appointed place as they leave this life.  They taste it and 

possess it even before they leave their bodies at the 

moment of death:  the damned in hate and despair; the 

perfect in love, with the light of faith and trusting in the 

blood.  And the imperfect, in mercy and with the same 

faith, come to that place called purgatory. 

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING THIS 

THURSDAY 6:30PM in the hall. All are welcome 

and dinner is included. 

 

ADORATION & PRAISE OF CHRIST OUR KING  

On Sunday, November 24,  Feast of Christ the King, 

we will have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 

adoration and praise immediately following the 1 PM 

Mass. Our praise and worship of our Lord will end at 

approximately 2:15 PM with Benediction. Come join us 

as we rejoice before Christ our King.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                         NOVEMBER 17, 2019                

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAS will be 

having their Annual Bake Sale after all the Masses next 

weekend.  

 

HOW DO PARISHIONERS REGISTER FOR A 

FORMED ACCOUNT? Go to: formed.org/signup. 

Select the tab that says I am with a Parish or 

Organization. Select your parish (Type in St. Mary and 

select the one with our address). Register with your 

name and email address. Check that email account for a 

link to begin using FORMED. It is that easy! Sign up 

today to enjoy the many movies, books and spiritual 

resources offered to you through our generous donor 

from your phone, TV, or computer! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL $60,000 RAFFLE !  You  

may purchase a ticket on your own for $100 or consider 

purchasing a ticket with your friends, family or co-

workers.  Split the ticket cost and the winnings.  There 

are 20 opportunities to win cash prizes adding up to 

$60,000.  Your ticket enters you in all 20 drawings.   

The Grand Prize Drawing of $20,000 will be held on 

March 6, 2020. 
 

ST. MARY'S ANNUAL DINNERFEST 

 Everyone had a wonderful time at this year’s event. 

Thank you to Pizza Hotline, Potter Heating & Electric, 

and to everyone who donated their time and items to the 

Silent Auction and Bake Sale: Jack & Ruth Perry, Carol 

& Bill Edelen, Ellen & Doug Walls, Margaret Thomas, 

Gladys Wade, Mary Helen Potter, Valerie, Art & Katie 

Simpson, Lisa & Ray Shumaker, Joan Chapman, Jackie 

Manson, Jack Carter, Denise Barnes, April 

Luzano, Anthony & Nicholas Tallant, and also thanks to 

the Knights of Columbus for selling pull tabs. It 

helped to make the Dinnerfest such a wonderful Parish 

event. We wish to recognize Frank and Ellen Bowles for 

the many years of service to the Dinnerfest.   

 

CEMETERY REGULATIONS   
Fresh cut flowers are welcome all year.  Artificial 

flowers are allowed only from November 15 until March 

15. Decorations such as glass containers, candles, lights, 

metal staff, etc. are prohibited and subject to immediate 

removal. 

 

 

 

 

 

COME HEAR AND SING CHRISTMAS MUSIC AT 

SMB! Our SMB musicians along with St Mary’s 

Newport will present a Christmas Cantata and Sing-

along on Sunday, December 15 at 3 PM. Bring your 

families and celebrate the birth of our Lord together with 

the music that makes our season so beautiful and 

worshipful!  Dessert will be served in the church hall 

following the program. 

  

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE – 

The Social Concerns Committee collects food 52 weeks 

per year.  Please help address the needs of our 

community with food donations.  Bins are located in the 

back of the church.  We are grateful for your continuing 

support. 

 

KNOW OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE 

HOMEBOUND?  Please contact Fr. Conley or Sister 

Theresa at the rectory so we can minister to their 

spiritual needs.  

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am Wayne Burroughs, 10am Parishioners,  

12N Clarissa M. Rich, MON: 8am Mary Margaret 

Queen, TUES: 8am Joanne Weingarden, WED: 8am  

ALL SOULS, THURS: 8am  Jimmy Pfeffer, FRI: 

9:30am  Zelah Weberling, SAT: 9am ALL SOULS,  4pm 

Carol Johnson. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Michael, Stephen & Tony Balenger, Mary 

Bowes, Bill Branick, Deacon Gene & Anne Burroughs,  

Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, Joe 

Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George & John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, 

James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith, Charles 

Graham, Zynae Green, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, 

Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie 

Logan, A. Matthews, Eda Moon, Terry Morris, John 

Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, 

Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Thomas Stewart, 

Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael 

Whittington, Jr., Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$8,254.00.   $831.00 of that was received from  

people who contributed through online banking.  The 

unidentified donations totaled $647.00.  We                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

received $138.00 for our School Support. 

 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Raymond Funeral Services, P.A. 
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