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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

Over the last few years, our society has been confronting 

the terrible reality of child abuse. What was rarely 

spoken of before has been presented to us in all its 

horror as we have faced the crime of child abuse taking 

place in the church, in the schools, and scouting 

organizations.  You name it, it seems to have been going 

on everywhere. And it doesn't end with children. 

Vulnerable adolescents and young people have also been 

subject to great abuse. As sickening as all this has been, 

it is a good thing to get this all out in the open. First of 

all, so that the victims can receive justice and healing. 

Secondly, the criminals need to be punished and 

prevented from ever doing these things again. And 

thirdly, the code of silence which has for so long tried to 

hide all these things, needed to be broken.  

However, even as we are making progress as a society 

against criminal abuse of children and young people, we 

have opened up the door to legal abuse of children in a 

variety of ways, one of which is detailed in the article 

below. Let us all continue to pray and act to end all 

abuse of children and the vulnerable. 

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 

 

Isn’t This Child Abuse? 

 From “A RUSH TO AFFIRM”  

by Dr. Grazie Pozo Christie in The Catholic Herald on 

November 2019 

     A rally was recently held on the steps of the Supreme 

Court regarding RG & GR Harris Funeral Homes Inc. 

vs. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  At 

issue in the case is whether “discrimination on the basis 

of sex” in our civil rights laws means just that, or 

whether “sex” should be expanded by the court to mean 

“gender identity.” 

     All the speakers at the rally supported the position 

that sex does not mean gender, but there the unanimity 

ended.  They were a wildly diverse group.  One man said 

he regrets “transitioning” and is now painfully walking 

the process back.  One girl said she was suing her high 

school for sacrificing her right to privacy in the locker 

room.  Another speaker was a proud lesbian speaking 

out for self-acceptance of the female body. 

     I found all their viewpoints compelling.  But the 

testimonies of two of the women who spoke were jaw-

dropping.  They were the mothers of transgender 

children.  They used pseudonyms for fear of alienating 

their son and daughter as they plaintively detailed their 

excruciating experiences.  What they described is an 

educational, medical and activist establishment that 

irreparably harms children and makes it impossible for 

their own parents to protect them. 

     One mother, who used the pseudonym Elaine, 

described how her 14-year-old daughter, in the midst of 

a troubled adolescence, suddenly diagnosed herself as 

“trans” after spending time on the internet and receiving 

encouragement from peers and teachers at school. The 

school counselor and the therapists immediately 

recommended affirmation and cross-sex hormones.  

When her parents objected to their daughter being 

rushed into a lifetime of drugs and mutilating surgeries, 

Elaine said, the counselors and therapists questioned the 

parents’ love and concern for their daughter.  Without 

parental consent, an endocrinologist reportedly 

administered testosterone.  Soon after, their daughter ran 

away to Portland, Oregon.  There, Medicaid pays for 

hysterectomies and mastectomies in children as young as 

fifteen.   

     Unsurprisingly, the state has become a magnet for 

troubled teens.  Elaine told the appalling tale of seeing 

homeless shelters full of teens where gender clinics 

allegedly solicit clients.  Her own daughter received a 

hysterectomy and mastectomy on an outpatient basis 

while living in a Portland homeless shelter.  Medicaid 

paid for this and the skin graft and phalloplasty she had 

at nineteen.  A year later, she is still dysphoric and 

homeless, scarred and wondering if a penile implant will 

bring her happiness. 

     Elaine is one of many parents who today find solace 

in the Kelsey Coalition.  This is a grassroots 

organization dedicated to exposing the grave harm being 

done to gender-dysphoric children.  The Coalition has 

compiled hundreds of first-hand accounts which have 

troubling similarities.  All, for instance, describe a mad 

rush to affirm a child who suddenly shows signs of 

dysphoria - even a young child or a child with 

disabilities.  A wait-and-see attitude with talk therapy to 

try to help the child grow into a healthy acceptance of 

their own body is actually illegal in eighteen states.  As 

one account says “Due to laws prohibiting any 

exploration of alternative causes of bodily distress ... we 

were unable to find a US-based therapist who can ... 

explore how her OCD, ADHD, same-sex attraction and 

peer pressure may be contributing to her sudden desire 

for a medical transition.” 

     When parents bring their children to gender clinics 

(which have increased from a handful to more than 50 in 

just 10 years) they expect the professionals there to give 

them options.  Instead, they report being coerced into 

consenting to medical interventions - sometimes on the 

very first visit.  This, according to parents’ accounts, is 

often achieved through fear.  The parents are reportedly 

told that their children are in grave danger of suicide if 

they are not affirmed, even though no clinical studies 

have been done to show that this will save them from the 

sky-high suicide rates of adult trans-gender persons. 

     Parents are also told that the treatment protocols are 

safe and extensively researched. This is, of course, 

patently false.  Not a single longitudinal clinical study 

proving the efficacy or safety of puberty - blocking and a 
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lifetime of cross-sex hormones has been published.  

Parents who have read the long list of harmful side 

effects of testosterone and estrogen administration in 

adults and want to explore other options hit a brick wall.  

They’re immediately labeled hateful, bigoted and trans-

phobic. 

     The Kelsey Coalition is doing a great job of 

uncovering the medical, therapeutic and educational 

malpractice that today passes for care of gender-

dysphoric children.  The coalition’s fear - which all 

parents should share - is that if the Court redefines “sex” 

to include “gender identity” in the context of anti-

discrimination laws, it may cement these dangerous 

practices in place.  And that would make for both bad 

law and bad medicine. 

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING THIS 

THURSDAY 6:30PM in the hall. All are welcome 

and dinner is included. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY THIS WEEK 

We will have adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

following the 9:30 AM Mass and concluding with 

benediction at 6 PM. Volunteers are needed to sign up 

for adoration for the hours between 3 and 6 PM. The 

sign-up sheet is in the foyer. 

 

THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU!!  THE SOCIAL 

CONCERNS COMMITTEE would like to report that 

our Thanksgiving Basket Program was a great success 

again this year.  We were able to help 47 families.  We 

want to thank all in our parish for donating food and 

money at our special collection and throughout the 

season. Thank you to the children and staff from St. 

Mary's and T.C. Martin Schools along with the children 

from the St. Mary's Youth Group, Ignite and the 

Confirmation Group who collected food and money, 

sorted and prepared the boxes and made beautiful cards 

for the recipients.  Then they helped get all the boxes to 

the recipients’ vehicles.  There was so much energy in 

our school hall from all the children that participated. 

We are so proud of our youth!  Thank you, Henry 

Middleton, for supplying us with so much fresh and 

beautiful produce.   

 

The Boy Scout Troop 2421 and 908 along with Cub 

Scouts Pack 900 also collected food from the 

neighborhoods and in front of grocery stores. The All 

American Harley Davidson Ladies also made a most 

generous donation of food and money. Without their 

help and all the others we would not have had the food 

needed to help these families.   Catholic Charities 

donated 10 turkey dinners that we used to help our larger 

families.  Together as a parish, schools and community, 

we once again served those in need, just as our Lord asks 

us to do every day. 

GIFT DILEMMA?  DONT KNOW WHAT TO 

GIVE  TO THE PERSON WHO HAS 

EVERYTHING? Why not give something in their 

name to people who have nothing?  Growing Gifts 

2019.  The Mustard Seed Communities provides 

loving and lifelong residential care to the most 

vulnerable including children and adults with 

disabilities, children affected by HIV, and teen mothers 

in crisis located in the Caribbean, Central America, and 

Africa.  The farm at Jacob’s Ladder in Jamaica serves 

the nutritional needs of the residents and reduces food 

costs.  Website:  info-usa@mustardseed.com 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL $60,000 RAFFLE !  You  

may purchase a ticket on your own for $100 or consider 

purchasing a ticket with your friends, family or co-

workers.  Split the ticket cost and the winnings.  There 

are 20 opportunities to win cash prizes adding up to 

$60,000.  Your ticket enters you into all 20 drawings.   

The Grand Prize Drawing of $20,000 will be held on 

March 6, 2020.   The winners of the Grandparents’ Day  

11/26 drawing were Brandy Earnshaw for $1000 and 

John & Jenn Kehres/Wendy & Tim Graham for $1000, 

St. Mary’s school families.    

 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SUN: 8am Duffy Owens, 10am Parishioners,  

12N Mary Emma Middleton, MON: 8am Ed Padgett, 

TUES: 8am Frances Gardiner, WED: 8am Ernest J. 

Keller, Jr., THURS: 8am Rev. Joseph Kleinstuber,  

FRI: 9:30am  Carol Johnson, SAT: 9am Maurice I. 

Long, Sr., 4pm Francis & Gwen Walter. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Michael, Stephen & Tony Balenger, Mary 

Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne Burroughs,  Quint 

Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, Joe Cross, 

Agnes Curtis, Kendall Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee 

Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith, 

Charles Graham, Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, Eda Moon, Terry 

Morris, John Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, 

Melissa Rollins, Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, 

Edna Sweeney, Beth Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael 

Whittington, Jr., Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,806.86.  $1,891.00 of that was received from people 

who contributed through online banking.  The 

unidentified donations totaled $701.86.  We received 

$5.00 for our school support.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Hooper & Associates 
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