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From the Stable to Daily Life
As the echoes of ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ still linger in our hearts from Christmas Day, our journey of faith 
leads us from the humble manger to the warmth of the home in Nazareth. This week, we transition from 
celebrating the Birth of Our Savior on Thursday to honoring the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
this Sunday. In the quiet after the Christmas rush, we are invited to see our own families—with all their 
joys and struggles—mirrored in the love of the Holy Family. May the light of the Christ Child continue 
to shine in your homes, binding us together in peace, patience, and profound gratitude. Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary & Joseph, make our parish and our families, holy. 



Prayer & Liturgy
Liturgical Schedule   
Monday,  December 29     
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:15 a.m. Mass:    
Clara Horbelt+ by Don & Kathy Byrd   
Tuesday, December 30 
Sixth Day  within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
6 p.m. Mass:    
Nancy Gray+ by Bob Varady & Mary Jane Sitton  
Wednesday, December 31    
Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:15 a.m. Mass: 
Bill Loftus+ by Pat Loftus   
Vigil for the Ocatve Day of the Nativity of the Lord, 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
4:30 p.m Mass:     
Toni Kokotovich+ by Kay Clay    
Thursday,  January 1, 2026 
Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord, Solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of God   
9:00 a.m. Mass:    
Frieda Hicks+ by Joe & Maggie Grobowski  
Friday,  January 2, 2026  
Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops 
& Doctors of the Church   
8:15 a.m. Mass: 
First Friday Intentions   
Saturday, January 3, 2026    
Christmas Weekday    
8:15 a.m. Mass:    
Denny Charney+ by Premo+  & Kay Clay    
Saturday-Sunday, January 3- January 4  
The Epiphany of the Lord   
4:30 p.m. (Saturday) Vigil Mass:    
Paul Kessler+ by Joe & Chris Spanberger  
8:00 a.m. Mass *Streamed*:    
Carole McGee+ by Bret & Tracy Ware   
10:30 a.m. Mass:  Parishioners of Saint Elizabeth  

Reflections to help you prepare for 
Sunday Mass, the Holy Father’s monthly 
prayer intentions, and prayers for our 
priests and military are all on our web-
site at: stelizabethgc.org/pray

14 DAY SANCTUARY LAMP  
The 14 Day Sanctuary Lamp burns this week to 
remind us to pray for the marginalized; the 
poor, the homeless, the mentally ill persons 
in our community
ALTAR FLOWERS   
There is no flower memorial this week. Please 
contact the office to consider an altar flower 
memorial for your loved one.  

Mass offerings are available ($10), as are memo-
rials on the 14 Day Candle / Sanctuary Lamp, and 
Altar Flowers ($50). Contact the parish office.

WELCOME THEM HOME  
As we begin this most joyous Christmas 
season, please remember to be kind, con-
siderate and welcoming to our parishio-
ners, families, friends and neighbors who 
may be joining us for Mass for the first 
time or after a long absence. The message 
is one of welcoming and understanding. 
We need everyone who visits our parish 
to feel welcome and that there is a reason 
to return! So if somone new is in ‘your’ 
pew, say hello and welcome them! Pray 
for their intentions and that they return 
soon! 

HOLIDAY REMINDERS  
Please be reminded that the food dona-
tions we collect to support those less for-
tunate in our community will perhaps be 
even more important than ever this year. 
Please consider buying extra to donate to 
the Catholic food pantry managed by our 
neighbors at Holy Family. Our Charitable 
Outreach group is still filling bags for our 
unhoused community and can use dona-

tions of small snacks, hand wamers and 
small or sample sizes of hygene products. 
These can be dropped in the gathering 
space tubs or at the PLC. Thank you for 
your generosity to this pressing need!                         
FISH FRY FRIDAY!        
Our next Men’s Club Fish Fry is Friday, Jan-
uary 2 beginning at 4 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
If you want to help out as we head toward 
our Lenten Fish Fries, this would be a great 
time to begin. Parish bakers, we can always 
use more desserts; drop them at the PLC or 
Cafeteria! 

Parish Life

NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF 
THE SNOWS    
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – 
Shrine Grounds and Visitors Center

From November 21 through December 31, 
2025, 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Indoor activities 
are closed on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas 
Eve, and Christmas Day.

The Way of Lights Display, using over 1.5 
million beautiful lights, depicts the journey 
of Mary and Joseph as they travel to Beth-
lehem.  With new and beautiful colored 
lights, we celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
continue to offer activities for all to enjoy!  

Cost: No charge for display; donations 
accepted; additional charges for some 
activities.

For more information, call 618-397-6700 
or visit our website at https://snows.org/
wayoflights 

GOSPEL MASS CHOIR   
All are invited to join the Gospel Mass Choir 
for the Black History Month Gospel Mass 
on February 28, 2026, St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Springfield, IL. Sponsored by the 
Black Catholic Commission. Contact infor-
mation for joining: Anastasia (217) 218-5970 
| Gale (217) 341-5029 | egbedimamejoshua@
gmail.com    
RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents 
weekend experiences for married couples 
to rekindle romance, enhance meaningful 
communication, and deepen and renew 
commitment. Sign-up now! For more infor-
mation or to apply, go to wwme.org or call 
Terry & Eric Engholm at 314-649-7317. Next 
ones:

2/6/2026 – 2/8/2026, St. Peters, MO

4/17/2026 – 4/19/2026, St. Peters, MO

6/12/2026 – 6/14/2026, St. Peters, MO

Around the Area 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
CATHOLIC? JOIN US FOR OCIA 
Do you have a child over the age of 7 who 
hasn’t been baptized? Were you baptized 
Catholic as a child, but haven’t celebrated 
the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confir-
mation? Are you seeking relationship with 
Christ and have questions? Contact our 
DRE, Chris Spanberger (cspan@stelizabeth-
gc.org for more information about OCIA & 
PSR

KNIGHTS CORNER .   
As we come to the end of 2025, I would like to 
wish everyone a Happy New Year.

Genesis 1:1 

Peace be with you,

Grand Knight Alan Arakaki

Formation  &  Knights Corner

Explore opportunities to learn more about your faith at stelizabethgc.org/formation

Read about more going on here and nearby at stelizabethgc.org/news

Read more about preparing for Sacraments and 
receiving other forms of pastoral care, like an-
nointing or communion to the Homebound, etc. 
at stelizabethgc.org/pastoral-care



Dear Parishioners,

Merry Christmas! As we celebrate Christmas 2025, I invite you to reflect with me on the profound 
promise found in Isaiah 62:4: “No more shall people call you ‘Forsaken,’ or your land ‘Desolate,’ but 
you shall be called ‘My Delight.’”

These prophetic words remind us of God’s original vision for humanity. In the beginning, God created 
us in His image and declared that we were “very good” (Genesis 1:26-31). However, throughout history 
- from the Israelites in exile to our own modern experiences of war and hardship - many have felt 
"forsaken" by circumstance or "desolate" in spirit.

Christmas is God’s ultimate answer to those labels. Through the birth of Jesus, God did not merely send 
a message; He came in person to claim us. The Hebrew name Hephzibah (“My delight is in her”) 
signifies this radical transformation of identity. In the manger, we see that we are no longer defined by 
past failures or current trials, but by God’s active love and favor.

Humanity’s self-inflicted wounds of sin lead toward decay, but God refused to watch His creation 
succumb to annihilation. Instead, He entered into our world to restore us to our original glory. This is 
the heart of Christmas: the "Light of the World" meeting our desolation to bring a new beginning to 
every heart that welcomes Him.

How should we respond to such an undeserved gift?

• With Gratitude: Acknowledge the wonder of Emmanuel, God with us.

• With Joy: Join the angels in singing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will      
toward men” (Luke 2:14).

• By Embracing Your Name: Remember that you are      precious to Him - not because of what you 
do, but because of who you are      in Christ.

As we reach the conclusion of this 2025 Jubilee Year, our "Holy Year of Hope," the Nativity serves as 
the perfect seal upon our journey. We began this year as "Pilgrims of Hope," and we end it at the 
manger, seeing that Hope has a face and a name: Jesus. While the Holy Doors across the world will 
soon close, the door of God’s heart remains forever open. May the graces of this Jubilee year continue 
to flourish in you, reminding you that no matter what the future holds, you are never forsaken because 
Christ is our eternal Hope. 

In the hustle and bustle of this season, I encourage our Saint Elizabeth Catholic Church/School family 
and friends to look beyond the glamour to the stillness of the nativity crib. There, Jesus whispers: "You 
are My Delight."

I especially pray that the peace of Christmas lightens the hearts of those mourning loved ones or facing 
difficult life changes. May you set aside the labels the world has given you and embrace the new name 
God speaks over you today. May your homes become living cribs, radiating the joy of the Christ Child 
to a world in need of His love.

I wish you and your families a very blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Peace and blessings,

Rev. Father Alfred Tumwesigye, Pastor
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Extra 
Extra!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE   
This past weekend at each Mass, the parish capital 
campaign committee provided  an update to our progress. 
As you know, we are needing to raise $2.1 million to fund 
many needed improvements across our campus.  As you 
are also aware, we kicked off this Campaign last month, 
on the Feast of St. Elizabeth.  

So how are we doing?  One month in, we are pleased to 
report that we have already received 3-year pledges and 
one-time gifts totaling over 6% of our goal.   While 6% is 
not bad for one month, we still have a very long way to go!  

Your help is needed to achieve our goal.  While we 
continue to look at new fundraisers where the community 
can participate, ultimately this is our church, our school 
and our campus.  We need YOU praying for our success, 
talking up the needs of our parish, and pledging and 
giving, maybe even beyond your comfort level.  If you do 
not currently tithe 10% of your gross income, this would 
be an excellent opportunity to ease into it through 
monthly payments.

Also, please do not pass up the opportunity to share a 
pledge card with your family who may be visiting this 
week, some of whom may be alumni of our school or 
former parishioners.  Every little bit helps.  

When we started the campaign, the request was for you to 
prayerfully consider your pledge amount.  Please spend 
the Christmas season praying and discerning what you are 
being called to give.  May God bless you always.

St. Elizabeth, pray for us.

SCRAP METAL COLLECTION
Please contact the parish office if you have any scrap metal in your garage, 
attic, backyard or basement. We will make arrangements with our team to 
pick up your items and recycle the metal. Most of the proceeds go for 
school and parish campus repairs or maintenance.  Call the office at 
618-877-3300 . 



END OF YEAR
CONTRIBUTIONS
Please be sure that all contributions that are to be counted for 2025 
tax year, are postmarked/ in the office no later than Wednesday, 
December 31. 



     
Sunday, December 28
Children’s Liturgy @ 10:30 Mass
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Men at Prayer- 9 a.m. 
Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedica-
tion 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m
Monday, December 29
Daily Mass - 8:15 a.m. 
Servers Christmas Party- 3 p.m. (Atomic 
Pinball)
Tuesday, December 30
Daily Mass- 6 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal- 7-8:30 p.m.  
 Wednesday, December 31
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
Vigil Mass for Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God- 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 1
The Octave Day of  the Nativity of the 
Lord, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of  God- 
9 a.m
Friday, January 2
Daily Mass- 8:15 a.m.
Men’s Club Fish Fry- 4 p.m.- 7 p.m. (Cafe)
Saturday, January 3
HARMONY CAFE! 
Daily Mass - 8:15 a.m.
Pray @ Abortion Business - 9 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation 3 p.m.
Vigil Mass - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 4
HARMONY CAFE! 
Mass - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Holy Hour with Vespers and Benedica-
tion 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m

This  Week 

Stewardship
December 21,  2025 Actual Goal Over/(Short)
Week 25  Regular Income $4,832.00

94 Envelopes, Average $51.40

Loose $438.00

Building Repair/Maintenance $136.00

Online Giving $868.72

TOTAL $6,274.72 $11,193.00 ($4,918.28)
YTD TOTALS $219,496.68 $279,825.00 ($60,328.32)

Weekly and YTD Goals are calculated based on our annual fiscal year budget submitted to the Diocese and what is required 
to break even.
 

Other Gifts:
Tuition Assistance/Fund A Royal $1,887.00       
Christmas Offering  $155.00       
BINGO Profit  $12,000.00       
Retirement Fund/Religious $115.00       
          
UPCOMING SPECIAL OR SECOND COLLECTIONS     
If you are giving on-line, or are not getting envelopes, please take note of the following Diocesan and Parish 
Special Collections.  Remember to log in to your PushPay account every month to check on any upcoming 
Special Collections.  If you are receiving envelopes, we strongly encourage you to use them to make sure 
your contributions are properly reported to your account or use your Giving ID # on your check or other 
envelope.   December 25, Christmas Day – Catholic Children’s Home – 

“And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv-
ing thanks to God the Father through him.”   
Colossians 3:17
Giving thanks to God and using our words and actions 
to give all glory to God is the foundation of living a 
stewardship lifestyle.  We were made in God’s image 
and likeness, gratitude and generosity is in our DNA.  
As beloved sons and daughters of God, we are all part of 
God’s family.  Using our gifts to help others 
is our gift back to God and helps grow the 
Body of Christ here on earth and establishes 
a pathway to Heaven for each of us.

Parish Tithing Reporting 
Our parish tithe to the Diocese to support the 
administration, ministries, and work of our 
Diocese is 10% of our regular monthly income.  
November 2025 Tithe: $4,159.00

 

My Parish Prayer      Almighty God, My parish is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly if I am. 
It will be holy if I am. Its pews will be filled if I help fill them. It will do great work if I work. It will be prayerful if I pray. It will 
make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its worship if I invite and bring them. 
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and of compassion, charity, and mercy if I - who make it 
what it is - am filled with these same qualities. Therefore, with the help of God,  I will dedicate myself to the task of being all the 
things I want my parish to be. Bless my journey Lord God, that I might follow Jesus and build the Church for your glory. Amen.

St. Elizabeth School
Remember: Catholic education starts at Sunday Mass!  

School families, don’t forget to continue submitting your Mass cards at Sunday Mass.

Read more about the school & the weekly newsletter at stelizabethgc.org/school

More about more ways to give time, talent, & treasure at stelizabethgc.org/stewardship



Please Support & Thank Our Advertisers! They make our bulletin possible.

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS & ADVERTISING 
Published weekly by St. Elizabeth Catholic Church & School and printed locally by Schwartzkopf Printing in Alton, Illinois. To 
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and liaison between the Diocese and anyone with 
an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor.
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217-321-1155




