
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

     As we mark the end of another year this week, it is  

a good time to count your blessings. As the essay below 

explains, being grateful for our blessings brings many 

more.  

     With my prayers that you and your families have a 

happy and holy new year! 

Father Conley 

 

The Love of Gratitude Brings Many Blessings  

             by Fr. Frederick Faber 

The love of gratitude is pre-eminently a mindful love. It 

ponders things and lays them up in its heart, as our 

Blessed Lady did. It meditates fondly on the past, as 

Jacob did. 

It sings of old mercies and makes much of them, like 

David in the psalms. Whereas another has the memory 

of his sins continually before him, a soul possessed with 

the love of gratitude is perpetually haunted by a 

remembrance of past benefits; and his abiding sorrow for 

sin is a sort of affectionate and self-reproachful reaction 

from his wonder at the abundant loving-kindness of 

God. 

The hideousness of sin is all the more brought out when 

the light of God’s love is thrown so strongly on it. Hence 

it comes to pass that a very grateful man is also a deeply 

penitent man; and as the excess of benefits tends to 

lower us in our own esteem, so we are humble in 

proportion to our gratitude. But this love does not rest in 

the luxurious sentiment of gratitude. It breaks out into 

actual and ardent thanksgiving, and its thankfulness is 

not confined to words. 

Promptitude of obedience, heroic effort, and joyful 

perseverance: these are all tokens of the love of 

gratitude.   Loyalty is the distinguishing feature of its 

service. It is constantly on the lookout for opportunities 

and makes them when it cannot find them, to testify its 

allegiance to God. 

   Gratitude is man’s answer to God’s mercy; and just as 

charity to our neighbor is the best test of our real love of 

God, so gratitude to our neighbor for his kindness to us 

is a clearer proof of a grateful disposition than gratitude 

to God, which is mixed up with so many other cogent 

considerations. 

If we realize everything as coming from God, then these 

benefits are from Him; and they come from Him in the 

most beautiful and touching way, through the mediation 

of our brother’s human heart inspired by grace. Every 

kindness we receive is a little copy of the Incarnation, a 

miniature of that attractive mystery. 

Gratitude increases humility 

Gratitude is grounded in humility, and, as usual, 

increases the grace from which it takes its rise. Heroic  

 

humility fancies that wrong is the only right which is due 

to it. The least kindness seems disproportionately great 

to a keen and delicate sense of our own unworthiness. 

The wonder is that anybody should be kind to us at all. If 

they knew us as we know ourselves, they would have to 

do holy violence to themselves to show us common 

courtesy, as great violence as the saints did to 

themselves when they licked the ulcers of the lepers. 

Gratitude increases charity 

Again, what warms the heart more to others than 

the exercise of gratitude? Uncharitableness to a 

benefactor seems almost an impossibility. Lear’s 

daughters were monsters. Yet think how hard it is to 

love anyone, any single one, with real charity, without 

judging, without criticism, without censoriousness, 

extenuating the evil, believing against appearances, 

magnifying the good, rejoicing in his virtues. 

It is much if each man has one person upon the earth to 

whom he really feels thus. It is an immense help to his 

sanctification, a real talent for which he will 

have account to give. 

I doubt its being common, at least in its evangelical 

purity. Gratitude to benefactors is on the road to it, and 

not far distant.  

Gratitude is contagious 

Then again, gratitude is eloquent, graceful, and 

persuasive as a missionary. It is not only a virtue in 

ourselves, but it makes others good and virtuous also. It 

is a blessedly humbling thing to be loved, a veritable 

abasement to be affectionately respected by those about 

us. 

Gratitude also makes our benefits to others look so little 

that we long to multiply and enlarge them, while it 

softens our hearts and unties from them all manner of 

little antipathies, mean jealousies, petty rivalries, and 

cold suspicions. 

Gratitude nurtures holiness 

Lastly, it is the proper and normal state of a holy 

creature to perfect himself under the continual feeling of 

obligations that he never can repay. This is the relation 

between the Creator and himself. 

Meanwhile to all the evil and baser parts of our nature it 

is a real mortification to have the sense of obligation 

pressing upon us. It is the sign of a vulgar man that he 

cannot bear to be under an obligation. 

Thus, in both ways the sense of obligation is a great part 

of sanctity. A grateful man cannot be a bad man; and it 

would be a sad thing indeed, if either in the practice or 

the esteem of this virtue, the heathen should surpass the 

disciples of that grateful Master who, to the end of time 

and in the busy pageant of the judgment, will remember 

and repay the cup of cold water given in His Name. 

This article is adapted from a chapter in Fr. Faber’s The 

Little Book of Holy Gratitude. It is  available as 

an ebook or paperback through Sophia Institute Press. 
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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH                                                                               DECEMBER 29, 2019   

PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING THIS 

THURSDAY 6:30PM in the hall. All are welcome 

and dinner is included. 

FIRST FRIDAY THIS WEEK 

We will have adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

following the 9:30 AM Mass and concluding with 

benediction at 6 PM. Volunteers are needed to sign up 

for adoration for the hours between 3 and 6 PM. The 

sign-up sheet is in the foyer. 

 

OUR NEXT ADULT FORMATION SERIES WILL 

BE RESTORED- STORIES OF DIVINE LOVE.  Our 

faith is strengthened and moved to action by the great 

“cloud of witnesses” around us. This new docu-series 

features contemporary people who have profoundly 

encountered Jesus Christ and are now living like Him.  

This program starts on Thursday, January 9, and 

continues on Jan 23, Feb 13, & 27, from 6:30-8:30 PM.  

Dinner included. Cost for series is $10.  Sign-Up in 

Foyer.    

 

UPDATE ON HIRING A NEW PRINCIPAL 

As you know, Mrs. Caniglia will be retiring as principal 

of our school in June 2020. The process of hiring a new 

principal has begun under the guidance of the Schools 

Office of the Archdiocese. A ten-member Search 

Committee, comprised of school parents, faculty 

members and school staff members has been formed. 

Their first meeting will be on Tuesday, January 7 at  

7 PM. At this meeting they will be instructed on their 

role as advisors in the hiring process.  Persons 

interested in applying for the position of principal at 

St. Mary's School should contact the Schools Office 

of the Archdiocese of Washington at ADW.org 301-

853-3800. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! to Mary Holm and Chuck 

Rozanski on recognizing the incorrect answer to our 

Christmas Quiz in last week's bulletin. The correct 

answer to question number 25 is Virgin Birth. That is 

that Mary became pregnant with Jesus by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the Immaculate 

Conception refers to the fact that Mary herself was 

conceived without Original Sin so that she could be a 

worthy tabernacle to receive the Love of God.  

 

CHARLES COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL 

is sponsoring an Adult Spelling Bee on Saturday, 

January 11, 2020 from 6 – 10 PM here at St. Mary’s 

Bryantown.  $30 Admission.  Includes heavy hors 

d’oeuvres, complimentary beverages, entertainment & 

cheering!  For more information, call 301-934-6488 or 

email:  Charlescountyliteracy@comcast.net. 

 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT SERIES Take the time 

to invest in your marriage by attending a series of 

enrichment sessions together, hosted by the Office for 

Family Life. JANUARY 28 EQUAL Temperament 

Love languages Money Personalities Family of origin 

FEBRUARY 4 COMMUNICATION Fighting fair Raw 

spots Linear vs. circular Internal vs. external processors 

FEBRUARY 11 SEXUALITY AND INTIMACY 

Infallible lovers Debunking Myths Levels of Intimacy 

FEBRUARY 18 THRIVING VS. SURVIVING The 

exceptional 7 percent Surprising habits of a happy 

couple The spiritual difference PRESENTED BY: 

Rebecca Mullan, M.S, LPC For more information: 

301.853.4546 or visiblesign@adw.org. ST. ALOYSIUS 

CHURCH 22800 Washington St., Leonardtown, MD 

20650 TUESDAYS: 7:00-9:00 p.m. REGISTER AT: 

mestal. 
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SUN: 8am Carol Johnson, 10am Joseph A. Tyer,  

12N Parishioners, MON: 8am Ed Tuttle, TUES: 8am 

NO MASS, 4pm Rev. Joseph Kleinstuber,  WED: 8am 

Jimmy Estep, 10am Maurice I. Long, Sr.,  THURS: 8am 

Mary Emma Middleton, FRI: 9:30am Ernest J. Keller, 

Jr., SAT: 9am Julio Alverez, 4pm Allan & Lucille 

Stonestreet. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Michael, Stephen & Tony Balenger, Mary 

Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne Burroughs,  Quint 

Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, Joe Cross, 

Agnes Curtis, Kendall Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee 

Gardiner, James Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith,  

Nick Hurysh, Sr., Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian 

Komar, A. Matthews, Eda Moon, Terry Morris, John 

Nichols, Johnny Norman, Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, 

Sylvene Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, 

Beth Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, 

Jr., Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,401.50.  $2,005.00 of that was received from people 

who contributed through online banking.  The 

unidentified donations totaled $646.00.   

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Hancock Refrigeration 
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