St1. MARY’'S CaATHOLIC CHURCH

/=
|
N
1P L "L
W :t'i"ﬂin 5”

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Pastor

. frconley@comcast.net
Deacon Jeffrey R. Johnson
deacon@bryantown.org

New Parishioners

We welcome you to our faith community. Registration forms are
availeble in the vestibule of the church. Also you can call the rectory
office or email smboffice@stmarysbryantown.com to have a form
mailed to you. i

Established 1793

13715 Notre Dame Place ® Bryantown, Maryland ® 20617

MASSES FOR SUNDAY
Saturday Vigil Masses: 4 pm and 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, and 12 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Thursday 8 am

Friday 9:30 am

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Sundays: 9:30-9:45am
Monday-Thursday 7:30 —7:50 am / Friday 9:00 - 9:20 am
Saturdays: 3:00 - 3:45 pm

PARISH OFFICE
Hours of Operation: 9:00 am - 3:30 pm, Monday — Friday
Phone: 301-870-2220 or 301-274-3187 / Fax: 301-274-0253
Visit Our Parish Web Site: www.stmarysbryantown.com

Secretary
Lauren Balderson — smbassist@comcast.net

Administrative Assistant
Terri Cantor — smcasst@comcast.net

Bookkeeper
Lisa Shumaker — smcacct@comcast.net

Ministry to the Sick, Homebound & Bereaved
Sister Theresa Frere, IHM - SRTHERESA@comcast.net

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL
Address: 13735 Notre Dame Place, Bryantown, MD 20617-2110
Phone: 301-932-6883 or 301-843-3387 / Fax: 301-274-0626
School Web Site: www.bryantown.org
Principal
Catherine C. Silverstone - silverstone@bryantown.org
Administrative Assistant .
Penny Bailey - office@bryantown.org -

OFFICE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
' .Director Of Religious Education ‘
Sue Wolfe — smcffp@comcast.net .
Phone for Office of Religious Education: 301-274-3800
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

This program involves preparation for and celebration of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist for the Christian initiation of unbaptized
adults, unbaptized children of catechetical age, as well as for
welcoming baptized Catholics and non-Catholics into full comniunion
with the Church. Please contact Father Conley for more information.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are normally celebrated on the second and fourth Sundays
of the month. Parents seeking to have a child baptized at St. Mary’s
should contact the rectory office to make the necessary arrangements.

The Sacrament of Matrimony

Couples seeking to be married at St. Mary’s are to call the rectory to
make arrangements at least six months in advance of their intended
wedding date. This should be done prior to any other reception or
invitation arrangements so that the parish may suitably serve the
couple.

The Sacrament of Anointing

Any Catholic who is facing serious illness or surgery is encouraged
to receive the Anointing of the Sick. Please call Father Conley at the
rectory office to arrange to receive this sacrament for yourself or for
a family member.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

Our second reading this Sunday is from
chapter 13 of St. Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians. It includes his reflection on the
nature of love. It is a reading that is often heard
at marriage ceremonies. In the reflection below
by Father Jeremiah Shryrock, from his book
Amid Passing Things, he offers a beautiful
perspective on what St. Paul's definition of love
looks like in practice.

With my prayers,
Fr. Conley

Heroic Love by Fr. Jeremiah Shryock from the
book Amid Passing Things

My mother spent the last fifteen years of her
life in a nursing home suffering from
Alzheimer’s disease. I would be a liar if T said
that her disease had not caused my family much
suffering or that we accepted it perfectly as part
of God’s mysterious will. The reality is, we all
suffered and we all questioned how God could
allow this to happen to somebody each one of us
desperately needed.

An unfortunate consequence of Alzheimer’s is
that a person’s brain actually shrinks. As the
years went by, my mother’s mental state became
similar to that of a child. The hardworking,
intelligent, and nurturing woman I knew as a boy
had disappeared. Physically she looked the
same, but when I looked into her eyes I saw a
little girl who appeared lost and was trying to
find her way home.

When I arrived at the nursing home for a visit
all she talked about was going outside to smoke
a cigarette. As soon as we Were outside, all she
talked about was going back inside, and vice
versa for the whole duration of the visit, which
for me never exceeded three hours, but for my
father was often all afternoon. After a few
months, I gave up hope of hearing her say she
was glad to see me, because, I realized, my
mother was no longer present.

On certain days, she would yell and curse and
call the nurses names. In the beginning they
would laugh and approach her with a friendly
smile, but as the months dragged on and the
insults continued, they became tired, annoyed,
and then avoided her as best they could. After

only a month or two of working at the nursing
home, a new employee quickly learned that my
mother was considered one of the “difficult”
patients.
Despite all this, my father continued to visit her
every day. He walked into her room, gave her a
kiss, and brought her outside in her wheelchair to
smoke. Once outside he would face the same
barrage of questions he answered the day before.
“How long have we been married?” “Is Fr.
Jeremiah married?” “How much money did I
make last year?” “When are they going to feed
me?” What is Tammy’s husband’s name again?”
After listening to these questions for hours my
father would wheel her back inside her room,
kiss her again, and return to his home, alone.
Occasionally, my father got mad and
expressed his frustration in words that would
have been better left unspoken. These words, 1
believe, came from a place of mourning and
frustration, as he was forced to watch the woman
he loved deteriorate in front of him and not be
able to do anything about it. Not only had my
mother become helpless because of her disease,
but also now my father was experiencing his
own poverty, as he stood before my mom
helpless.
¢ Thirty years ago, my father promised to love
my mother “for better or for worse, in sickness
and in health, and to love and cherish her until
death do us part.” Could he ever have imagined
what those vows would ask of him? Would he
still have made them, knowing what he knows
now? Rather than spending his days entertaining
abstract questions, my father did something 1
consider heroic: he was obedient to reality. By
choosing to live in reality and not escape through
endless speculations of “what if,” “why me,” or
worse, he proved his love for his wife.
Watching my father through all of this revealed
to me an essential component of love: it is utterly
selfless. So often we reduce love to a feeling or
an experience of pleasure, yet St. Paul reminds
us, “Love does not insist on its own way” (1
Corinthians 13:5). When my father would slip
and allow his frustrations to control his actions,

‘he would begin again the next day where he left

off, at my mother’s side. .
If I or anybody else would ever tell my dad
that his fidelity to his wife was heroic, he would
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probably look at you as if you were speaking a
foreign language. “It’s what love does,” he
would probably say. “I had no other choice.”
The reality is, he did have a choice. He could
have chosen one of many escape paths: despair,
resignation, anger, or any number of ways that
the world tells us to dull our pain or distract us
for a few moments. Despite the allure they may
have possessed, my father chose none of them.
At my mother’s funeral, I read these words of
Jesus in the Gospel: “Greater love has no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13). When I heard those
words at Mass a deep sense of peace and
gratitude came over me. I was peaceful because
I believe in the depths of my heart that Jesus’s
love, selfless and sacrificial, conquered death. 1
was grateful because it was my father who
showed me what this looked like.
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THIS FRIDAY IS FIRST FRIDAY -
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT FROM 10-6PM for the hours
from 2 PM until 6PM. The sign-up sheet is in
the church foyer. Thank you
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THE CHOSEN SEASON TWO BEGINS
THIS THURSDAY, FEB 3"°. The in person
session begins at 6:30pm with dinner. Please
sign up in the foyer so we can have an accurate
headcount for the meal. For those participating
on zoom, the link will be sent out along with
discussion questions, on Thursday.

CHOSEN Season One DVDs on sale for only
$10. Chosen is the best dramatization of the life
of Christ ever made. Buy copies for yourselves
and your families at our religious goods store.

2022-2023 Open Enrollment for St. Mary's
Bryantown School Open Enrollment for the
2022-2023 school year begins on February

1st. Do you know a family looking for a quality
education for their child(ren)? Have them give us
a call. We are scheduling in-person tours after
school hours. Limited space is available in some
grades.Email crozier@bryantown.org for any
questions regarding enrollment.

Foster’s Grille Spirit Week

Save the date for another Foster’s Grille Spirit
Week. From January 31st- February 3rd, stop by
Foster's Grille in LaPlata. Eat at Foster's or carry
out (240) 349-2479 any day or evening during
that time frame and Foster’s will give us 20% of
their sales. Don't forget to mention you're with
St. Mary's Bryantown.

Synod 2021 —2023

The entire Catholic Church is called to participate
in the upcoming Synod of Bishops. This Synod is
entitled: “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation, and Mission.” Pope Francis has called
the entire People of God to journey together. This
Synod is a process of journeying together by
listening, dialoguing, praying, discerning and making
decisions together for the purpose of proclaiming the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Listening to each other is the basis of dialogue,
friendship and community life. This Synod is not
about changing doctrine or church structures, but
rather encountering each other as brothers and sisters
in Christ in post-pandemic world.

For more information, contact synod@adw.org. To
provide your feedback to the synod go to
https://adw.org/ about-us/resources/synod-surveys/

MASS INTENTIONS FOR Jan 29 —Feb 5
SAT: 4pm Regina Kijeski SAT : 6pm Thomas
Hughes SUN: 8am Parishioners

SUN 10am: Leroy Young SUN 12Noon Regina
Kijesky MON: 8am Linda Svane TUES: 8am
Kelly Beitz WED: 8am Jim Middleton

THURS 8am Yvonne Moore FRI: 9:30am Jack
O’Neill

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY
PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Deacon Gene
Burroughs, Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan,
Dottie Chick, Lorraine Cook, Kendall Farrell, James
Gibson, Carol Herskovitz, Marie Knobel, Lillian
Komar, Susie Logan, John Nichols, J ohn Reeves,
Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Beth Weise, Billie
Whittington.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST
WEEKEND: $10,876 .30. $2,154.00 was from
bank-mailed checks. The unidentified donations
totaled $687.00. We received $30.00 for our School
Support.



& Crematory
Ouwned & Operated by the
Brinsfield Family
Charlotte Hall:  301-472-4400

Leonardtown:  301-475-5588

Dennis Anderson

DennisAndersonConstruction.com

8B Irongate Drive, Waldorf, MD 20602

P.O. Box 935 Waldorf MD 20604

301.843.7400 | phone . .

30184374011 fix  Dennis Anderson Jr.
President

dandersonia DennisAndersonConstruction.com

PERSONALIZED THERAPY, LLC

Orthopedic Rehabrlitation & Dehavioral Heakh Center

1005 Prince Fredanck Fivd, Ste. 102 « Prince Frederick, MD 20678
3261 Oid Washingion Road Unit 1010 + Waldorf, MD 20602
22593 Three Nofeh Road « Califemiz, MD 20619 e

Phone (301) B62.2505
Fax {301) &62~254§

301-475-8298

www.hancockrefrig.com

RUDOLF A. CARRICO; JR.
Attorney at Law

301-870-3119
301-932:2155
301-884-0103

P. O. Box 1733, La Plata, MD 20646
(We are located at 100 Washington Avenue at the
Corner of Washington Avemie & Baltimore Street)
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Mobile: 301-885-9858 )
Offo, 410-5%.6291 REALTOR®
I 1 Sell Your Home, 5% of My Sales Commission

Goss to the Church as a Donation & A Free Home
Warranty to the Buyer or Seller!

9405 Chesapeake Street

La Plata, MD 20646 [
mona.sherri@gmail.com s =
shemimona.remaxagent.com o e

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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RAYMOND
FUNERAL SERVICES, P.A.

301-934-2920

Traditional Burials, Cremations
and Affordable Monuments

5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata, Maryland

Michael Raymond
Bart Yates & Diana Wilkerson

MILLER'S
Country Market

301-884-4600

Country Seusage Fresh Produce

30885 Three Notch Road * Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

CHARLOTTE

L

: LA PLATA
< M Jams & Jetli A
‘&“.T{m’il“ c-:m Bpi:s 203 Chasles Smeet* chm%r\{]j Center
o ey Fresh Eges 3019341670 301-884-2117
e 301-884-8448 | Drew Hawkins w :
i.lo (= The Quality Pool | Expert Landscaping Wy g‘
sy ; hy Timber Ctek .
COM PAhllnYc Builders of So. Md. | Lawn Maintenance Nurs c’f:: B
Qunen Bl OB CORTACINS e L0 | 301-753-8027 phone 9615 Bowling Drive
i%’;}”{;’g;ﬁﬁ'}',;ﬁf focompletion. - SSOIEIG | 240-398-8204 cell Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
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Since
1956
HEATING & ELECTRIC, INC.
Heating » A’C * Heat Pumps * Geothermal & Ductless
Electrical Services ° Residential & Commercial

PAT & SANDY CAPPS
REALTORS - Salespersons
301-904-0324 - PAT

301-481-8520 - SANDY
301-884-7400 - OFFICE

Panic Aams 247 UL. Central Stzton » Remots AmDisam and Hve...

301-645-7071 « 301-843-0300 Fopainie
Waldorf, Maryland LE pes L= ‘*“
ABC Burglar Alarm Systems INC. s - v
AWolhmonThalNever Sieeps - O’Brien Realty | ..
1532Pointer Ridga Picce, Suites A &B - Bowig, MD 20716 e 69}; J— So\»
wyw.abcburglaralarm.com bl e NARAME
Office: 301.249.9200 sesirit | 20770Three Notch RD Suite208

Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

& Mortgage

Corporation

Tim Murphy
Branch Manager
Office: 301.885.2830
eFax: 804.419.8459

License #2479 NMLS# 170712

Focused on You tim murphy@cfmortgagecorp.com

“When you consider a fitn

301-579-6043

Adams Funeral Home, PA.
206035 Aquasco Road  Aquasco, Maryland 20608

eral home, consider a firm that

cares abou! your peace of mind.”

(Metro) 301-888-1211

HOOPER & ASSOCIATES
[E LICENSED & CERTIFIED APPRAISERS
LS8! COMMERCIAL » RESIDENTIAL « INDUSTRIAL
ACREAGE » ESTATES & FARMS
Senving Charles, St. Mary's, Calvert & Prince George's Co.
St. Mary's 301-884-4533
Metro 301-870-5841
3605 Old Washington Road WaldorB01-932-2410
hooperandassociates.net

www.gatewayfloristinc.com

LaPlata, Maryland

301.392.5630
301.705.9840 local
1.800.235.6127 toll free

Ted & Rita Dent
Qwners
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-645-559] 301-884-5627
Dixon's

@ Butcher Shop @

Beef, Lamb, Veal & Pork for your freezer
Country Sausage, Meat and Links
Custom Slaughtered » Cut « Wrapped + Quick Frozen
Gallant Green near Waldorf, Maryland
301-579-6045

e

Jim Cantor
For Alf Your Automotive Needs
Direct: 240-427-1319
Metro: 301-843-2400
Local: 301-645-4900
~ Lell: 301-399-1619
Fax: 240-427-4592

WALDORFFORD.COM
NICK’S® OF CLINTON

The “Meating” Place of Charles County Purveyor of Prime Meats
and Imported Foods Beer, Wine, & Spirits Available Daily

Gateway Plaza 301-843-4825
3953 St. Charles Phwy. 301-5-1719 Specials
Waldorf, MD 20802 Fax:3018434708

10:00 A.M. To 7:00 P Rion-Wed ¢ 10:00AM. To 8:00 P Thur-Fri
9:00 AM. To8:00 PR Sat « 9:00 A To 5:00 PRI Sun
Visit us at: www.nicksofclinton.com

BALDUS

" REAL ESTATE

Rudolf A. Carrico IT1I

Salesperson

rudycarricoS@gmail.com
Office Phone: 307-870-3131
Cell Phone: 301-752-1879 "~
Fax: 301-870-3266

101 Charles Street
P.O. Box 1068 La Plata, MD 20646
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Seneca A. Dent
Licensed Home Inspecior

N . 301-747-8355
llglouglggrrlo.\f y www.identifyhomes.com

.ot us IDENTiy Salutions for your New Home €3 @identifyhomeinspsctions
Serving the DC, 1D, VA, & PAares, Hidenlifyhomeinspection

T ha 1 aphin

Seneca@identifyhomes.com

From Business Cards to

ey

Hollywood Lexington Park
301-475-2531 301-862-7702
. Charlotte Hall
s 301-884-5636
California Leonardtown
301-866-5702 301-997-1828

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE
SODDING » TREES « SHRUBS » HARDSCAPES Q
MIDDLETON MANOR FARMS, Inc.
“TURE & LANDSCAPE

P.0. BOX 100
BRYANTOWN, MD 20617

13010 LEGACY FARM PLACE 301-843-8323 + 301-645-9657
WALDORF, MD 20801 FAX: 501-645-7520

Printing & Graphics Center

7627 leonardtown Road, Suite 104B
Hughesville, MD 20637
Office: 301.843.6472
threadya comeast.net

Vehicle Wraps Your One Stop

We gratefully acknowledge the strong financial support of our advertisers. Please give them your thanks and patronage.




