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Barry Moser has been a famous book illustrator for several decades. He has illustrated 
editions of books like Moby Dick, The Adventures of Huck Finn, and Alice in Wonderland. 
But his greatest achievement was a book that eventually had231 of his engravings. In 
describing this project he says, “Nothing else ever obsessed me. I had become so 
obsessed with this that I dreamt about it.” What was his project? Engravings for a new 
version of the King James Bible, of which only 400 copies were printed. While not 
belonging to any particular religious denomination, Moser described his work as 
“devotion” “It takes a certain degree of pigheadedness, simplemindedness, to sit 
between the sixes: 6 in the morning and 6 in the evening, 7 days a week, 52 weeks. Yet 
working on the illustrations for this story of faith still excites him: I don’t know what it is 
that compelled me to do this; whatever it is that has compelled me to do this, is, I think 
at work in it. 

Do come along in our company; receive us as your own 

Maybe for today’s homily I should have you to get out the paper and pencils and markers, 
and draw a picture of the story of faith. What, or who, would you draw to show God’s 
saving work in the world? On Trinity Sunday, there are undoubtedly countless homilies 
being preached about how God is Father, Son and Spirit. However it takes a whole 
lifetime, not 12 minutes, to begin to understand that mystery. Today, I am more 
concerned on how you illustrate to others--7 days a week, 52 weeks a year--the 
presence of God in the world. Do others see you as someone compelled not to simply 
read the Bible, but to live what it teaches? I think we paint the picture of God’s presence 
in the world by doing what Paul tells the Corinthians they must do: MEND YOUR WAYS, 
ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER, LIVE IN PEACE. 

MEND YOUR WAYS Sounds rather stern; maybe it is for some people whose ways are 
not all that nice. But it is more than our stopping doing bad things. It is about reordering 
your lives. God had freed the people from slavery in Egypt and created a new beginning 
for them. Yet the people had still not given their lives over to God. Moses comes to 
realize that the people had to redirect their lives; God could not come into their lives 
because they had made no room for God. Isn’t it the same for us? We talk about wanting 
God to help us, to know God’s presence, to come closer to the God who creates and 
loves us. Yet we make no room. God can’t be part of your life unless you mend your 
ways by opening the door and saying, there is room here, come along in our company. 

ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER God who created us knew that we would often get lost 
along the way, and discouraged by the pressures of life. So God comes to us in Jesus-
-not to tell us how bad we are, but to remind us of our goodness, and to encourage us. 
Jesus does more than just give a pep talk. By His choices, His actions, every gesture, 



Jesus shows us how we can choose the way of service and forgiveness, even when it is 
hard. Paul came to understand that it is the work of every Christian to encourage others 
in realizing that being like Jesus is possible. That is the purpose of his letters, like this 
one to the Corinthians. We can imitate Jesus; but we have to help each other. 

LIVE IN PEACE When Moses brought down the commandments, the Israelites were 
grumbling with each other. When Paul wrote the Corinthians, they were divided into 
factions. In both of those moments, it is God’s Spirit that comes to the people, and 
reminds them of what is really important: in spite of disagreements, they were God’s 
people. The Spirit given at Pentecost is not a bird flying over your head. It is the powerful 
presence of God that challenges us and helps us. It is the Spirit of God that whispers in 
your ear: you can be a pain in the neck, you can be bitter, you can be selfish, you can 
be right, but you will not have peace. It is the Spirit of God that strengthens you: I can let 
go, I can think of others, I can forgive, and then, only then!—will I have peace. 

The doctrine of the Trinity is complex and complicated. Yet people come to understand 
it, not by a picture, or an illustration, a speech or an article. They understand that God is 
a Creator, when we reorder our lives, and experience a new beginning. They understand 
God as the Savior, when we encourage others to follow Jesus, not with words, but by 
example. They understand the power of the Spirit, when what motivates our choices is 
the question: what will lead to peace? Each of you can be a living, breathing, walking, 
talking, illustration of the Trinity. But that only happens when we wake up each day, look 
in the mirror and begin the day by praying those ancient words to the God who loves us: 
Loving God, do come along in my company this day. 

 


