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Please note that in our liturgy we often refer to God using the male
pronouns. We acknowledge that although Jesus was born into history
as a man, neither God the Father nor God the Holy Spirit were
embodied with human gender. Although our language is often not all
inclusive we believe God always is. God made human beings in God’s
own image with complexity and diversity. Thank you for sharing your
diversity and complexity with us as we worship God together.

The Liturgy of the Word
Voluntary:

Maestoso on Nicea

Michael Burkhardt

Opening Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy

H362

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee:
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the sinful human eye thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love, and purity.
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
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Welcome
Opening Acclamation
Presider
People

BCP 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Song of Praise:

Glory to God (Gloria in Excelsis)

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect for Trinity Sunday
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants
grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of
the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to
worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and
bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father;
who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
A Reading from Genesis

1:1-2:4a

In the beginning God
created the heavens
and the earth.
The earth was barren,
with no form of life;
it was under a roaring ocean
covered with darkness.
But the Spirit of God
was moving over the water.
The First Day
God said, “I command light to shine!” And light started shining.
God looked at the light and saw that it was good. He separated light
from darkness and named the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.”
Evening came and then morning—that was the first day.
The Second Day
God said, “I command a dome to separate the water above it from
the water below it.” And that’s what happened. God made the dome
and named it “Sky.” Evening came and then morning—that was the
second day.
The Third Day
God said, “I command the water under the sky to come together in
one place, so there will be dry ground.” And that’s what happened.
God named the dry ground “Land,” and he named the water
“Ocean.” God looked at what he had done and saw that it was good.
God said, “I command the earth to produce all kinds of plants,
including fruit trees and grain.” And that’s what happened. The
earth produced all kinds of vegetation. God looked at what he had
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done, and it was good. Evening came and then morning—that was
the third day.
The Fourth Day
God said, “I command lights to appear in the sky and to separate
day from night and to show the time for seasons, special days, and
years. I command them to shine on the earth.” And that’s what
happened. God made two powerful lights, the brighter one to rule
the day and the other to rule the night. He also made the stars. Then
God put these lights in the sky to shine on the earth, to rule day and
night, and to separate light from darkness. God looked at what he
had done, and it was good. Evening came and then morning—that
was the fourth day.
The Fifth Day
God said, “I command the ocean to be full of living creatures, and I
command birds to fly above the earth.” So God made the giant sea
monsters and all the living creatures that swim in the ocean. He also
made every kind of bird. God looked at what he had done, and it
was good. Then he gave the living creatures his blessing—he told
the ocean creatures to live everywhere in the ocean and the birds to
live everywhere on earth. Evening came and then morning—that
was the fifth day.
The Sixth Day
God said, “I command the earth to give life to all kinds of tame
animals, wild animals, and reptiles.” And that’s what happened.
God made every one of them. Then he looked at what he had done,
and it was good.
God said, “Now we will make humans, and they will be like us. We
will let them rule the fish, the birds, and all other living creatures.”
So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and
women. God gave them his blessing and said:
Have a lot of children! Fill the earth with people and bring it under
your control. Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky,
and every animal on the earth.
I have provided all kinds of fruit and grain for you to eat. And I
have given the green plants as food for everything else that
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breathes. These will be food for animals, both wild and tame, and
for birds.
God looked at what he had done. All of it was very good! Evening
came and then morning—that was the sixth day.
So the heavens and the earth and everything else were created.
The Seventh Day
By the seventh day God had finished his work, and so he rested.
God blessed the seventh day and made it special because on that
day he rested from his work.
That’s how God created the heavens and the earth.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 13, Song of the Three Young Men (spoken)
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
A Reading from 2 Corinthians

13:11-13

Good-by, my friends. Do better and pay attention to what I have
said. Try to get along and live peacefully with each other.
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Now I pray that God, who gives love and peace, will be with you.
Give each other a warm greeting. All of God’s people send their
greetings.
I pray that the Lord Jesus Christ will bless you and be kind to you!
May God bless you with his love, and may the Holy Spirit join all
your hearts together.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

Holy Father, Great Creator

1 Holy Father, great Creator,
source of mercy, love, and peace,
look upon the Mediator,
clothe us with his righteousness;
heavenly Father, heavenly Father,
through the Savior hear and bless.
2 Holy Jesus, Lord of glory,
whom angelic hosts proclaim,
while we hear thy wondrous story,
meet and worship in thy Name,
dear Redeemer, dear Redeemer,
in our hearts thy peace proclaim.
3 Holy Spirit, Sanctifier,
come with unction from above,
touch our hearts with sacred fire,
fill them with the Savior's love.
Source of comfort, Source of comfort,
cheer us with the Savior's love.
4 God the Lord, through every nation
let thy wondrous mercies shine.
In the song of thy salvation
every tongue and race combine.
Great Jehovah, great Jehovah,
form our hearts and make them thine.
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Presider
People

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according
to Matthew
28:16-20
Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus' eleven disciples went to a mountain in Galilee, where Jesus
had told them to meet him. They saw him and worshiped him, but
some of them doubted.
Jesus came to them and said:
I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth! Go to the
people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them
to do everything I have told you. I will be with you always, even
until the end of the world.
Presider
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon

Rev. Vincent Black

The Nicene Creed

BCP 358

“The Creeds are statements of our basic beliefs about God” (BCP 851).
We say these words as a gathered community to affirm our belief in
God as creator, redeemer, and sustainer of all creation, as the source
of life and holiness. God has blessed humanity with relationships and
community which are part of God’s own essence as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. We do not say these words as some sort of litmus test but
as an invitation to wrestle with the mystery and complexity of God with
generations of Christians who have gone before us and with
generations who will come after us.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Mark, Arthur, and William our
Bishops; Vincent, our Priest; Noah, our deacon; and for all bishops,
priests, and deacons;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation (especially… the
names on the long-term prayer list are read).
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom (especially… the names of the recently deceased are read).
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
Presider says

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Confession of Sin
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The Presider says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Presider and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Presider
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Announcements

The Holy Communion
The Offertory Sentence
The Offertory Music:

The Gift of Love
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Hal Hopson
soloist: Margie Hildebrandt

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 367

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.
For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one
Lord, in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Being; and we celebrate
the one and equal glory of you, O Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus and Benedictus (spoken)
Presider and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
The Presider continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world.

12

In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People (spoken)

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and
this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our
Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
13

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

BCP 364

Presider and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept

Fraction Anthem
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation to Spiritual Communion
Prayer for Spiritual Communion (said at home)
from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your
Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I
desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your
death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your
coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to
come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.
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May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to
come. Amen.
Presider:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Presider takes communion on behalf of the People of God

Post Communion Music: God be in My Head

H694

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing.
After Communion, the Presider says

Let us pray.
Postcommunion Prayer

BCP 366

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with
the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Christ, and
heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, send us out to do the
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Blessing
Closing Hymn:

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
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3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.
4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.
Presider

Let us pray.

Good and gracious God, we pray for all who have yet to know of
your love and mercy. May the Church of the Ascension be so
inspired by your Holy Spirit that it may serve as a beacon of hope
and a witness to the gospel for all people. Grant that we may
continually grow in our own knowledge and love of you as we strive
to use all that we have and all that we are to follow and imitate your
beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Dismissal
Presider
People

Voluntary:

Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Recessional on Saint Denio
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Please keep these people in your prayers
today and all week long:
Our Spiritual Leaders:
+Michael -our Presiding Bishop; +Mark -our Bishop;
+Bill, and +Arthur -our Assisting Bishops;
+Vincent -our Priest; Noah -our deacon

Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Doug Amberman
Martha Amer
Bobby Armbrust
Debbie Armbrust
Ferdinand Afumbom
Endrit Bala
Tuggie Ballard
Cathy Barbato
Raymond Black
Teddi Black
Carolyn Borsini
Julio Capriano
Larry Carey
Tom Clark
Steve Conrad
Karen Cooper
Linda Cramer
Carol Culp
Robert Dibb
Joe Farkas
Don Farrell
Anne Ferguson
Bill Fickinger
Ella Jane Fowerbaugh
Linda Gardner
Martha Hartman
Pat Hendy
Diane Jackson
Lisa Jones
Beverly Kliber

Kristen Kowalsick
Delores Kulunigan
Barbara Kutza
Susan Latham
Marilyn Little
Theresa Lopez
June Madden
MaryAnne
Lois Melchoire
David Meschter
Mueller family
Nancy Murphy
Jim Neal
Mike Neill
Corey Niebes
Sabrina Pewitt
Mursay Pratt
Keith Robinson
Miriam Schantz
Delores Schew
Pat Scheetz
Rachel Sexton
Roselle Sgambellone
Naomi Singer
Wendi Stemple
Jonathan Tallman
Corky Thacker
Jeanette Triplet
Mimi Verberg
Betty Weber
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Brenda & Jaimie Wells
Bill Wofford

Goldie Zagozan

Those We Know in the Military
Bill Bobowicz
Stephen Cline
Jason Hildebrandt
McDowell (Mac) Jones

Sydney Kline
Jason Strater
Brendon

The Departed
Nancy Dittebrand
Bill Hopple
Bonnie O'Donnell
Ron Oleksiak



Victor Ruggiero
Bob Tremlin
Ed Watts





The Ministers of the Liturgy
Presider: Rev. Vincent Black
Organist: Jon Peterson
Cantor: Margie Hildebrandt
Readers: Melissa Schlosser and Corky Thacker







Video Techs: Beth Bergstrom and Dave Campion
The Gift of Love, used with permission by St. James Music Press, license # 20796.
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Pledges and offerings to the Church.
Please mail in your pledges/financial offerings so we
can continue with the ministries of the church as well
as meet our financial obligations.
or
YOU CAN USE PLASTIC TO DONATE TO THE CHURCH!
At theascensionshop.com you can use plastic to donate to
the church. Credit and debit cards are accepted. One time,
Weekly, Bi-Weekly, and Monthly contributions can be
entered. All contributions will show on your annual
statement. Just take a look! (With thanks to
theascensionshop creator Michael Crowdes; send questions
to crowdes@gmail.com.)

At 11am all are invited to join in conversation about today's
lessons and sermon followed by a virtual coffee hour.
Join the online meeting:
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/revvincentblack
Online meeting ID: revvincentblack
Dial-in number (US): (425) 436-6300
Access code: 593523#
For additional assistance connecting to the meeting
text "Help" to the Dial-In number above.
Message and data rates may apply.

Church of the Ascension
13216 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107
216.521.8727
www.ascension-lakewood.org
secretary@ascension-lakewood.org
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