
First Reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14
John’s vision of worship before God’s throne: “They have 
washed their robes in the Blood of the Lamb.”

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3
The heirs of God look to heaven: “Beloved, we are God’s chil-
dren now.... We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10
The Beatitudes: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of heaven...”

4 ANGLES FOR PREACHING ON VOCATIONS  
ON ALL SAINTS DAY
Who will you bring to heaven? Every vocation is focused on 
loving other souls. Discovering your vocation is answering the 
question: Who does God want me to bring with me to heaven?  
“Each one of you must be holy also in order to help your broth-
ers pursue their vocation to sanctity.” ~St. John Paul II

Vocation as the path to holiness. “Be the best version of 
yourself.” “Become who you were meant to be.” Long before 
these self-help mantras became popular, the Church already 
had a concept for seeking your “best self.” We call it “discern-
ing your vocation.” 

What would the saints say? Imagine ten thousand saints 
in heaven enjoying all eternity. If you were to interview them, 
they would all tell you that their most important decision, aside 
from following Jesus, was finding and living their vocation.

The goal of life. “The only real sadness, the only real failure, 
the only great tragedy in life, is not to become a saint.” ~The 
famous last line in Leon Bloy’s The Woman Who Was Poor.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

PETITIONS
• During National Vocation Awareness Week, 

we ask the Holy Spirit to renew the Church 
with more vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life. We pray to the Lord.

• For Catholic educators, that they can inspire 
students to remain open to God’s call for their 
lives. We pray to the Lord.

• That young men from our parish will respond 
to the Church’s tremendous need for priests. 
We pray to the Lord.

• That young men and women in our parish will 
seriously consider making vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience in religious life. We 
pray to the Lord.

• That Christian parents, as they live their own 
vocations to marriage, will encourage their 
children to consider a priestly or religious vo-
cation.  We pray to the Lord.

• For the priests and religious who have served 
our parish and have passed from this life, 
especially <names>, that the Lord grant them 
eternal happiness. We pray to the Lord.

FOR NOV 1st BULLETIN

BULLETIN BLURBS
Today begins Vocation Awareness Week
Did you know that in our country, compared 
to 60 years ago, there are 20,000 fewer priests 
and 129,000 fewer religious sisters? At the same 
time, the Catholic population has grown steadi-
ly. During Vocation Awareness Week, please 
pray that young people in today’s society will 
hear and respond to God’s call. And do your 
part to encourage them to consider the priest-
hood and religious life.

One Vocation Leads to Another
“Let us not forget that Christian marriage is a vo-
cation to holiness in the full sense of the word, 
and that the example of holy parents is the first 
condition favorable for the flowering of priestly 
and religious vocations.” – Pope Benedict XV

Your Unique Mission
Why does it matter that people discover their 
God-given vocations? Because the Church relies 
on the unique contribution of every soul. As St. 
John Henry Newman famously reflected: ”God 
has created me to do some special service; God 
has committed some work to me which has not 
been committed to another. I HAVE A MISSION.”  

Download social media graphics at 
vianneyvocations.com/nvaw

VianneyVocations.com • 877-585-1551
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Brace yourself. When you turn to the 
next page, you’re going to encounter 
an overwhelming number of options 
for celebrating Vocation Awareness 
Week. 

The good news? You don’t have to 
do it all. In a couple of hours, you can 
delegate all but the preaching! Re-
cruit the help of:

• Parish Administrative Assistant
• Director of Faith Formation
• School Principal (if applicable)
• Youth Minister
• Young Adult Leaders
• Webmaster
• Ushers

The long-term upside to asking others 
to take charge is that you train lead-
ers to be “vocation-minded” through-
out the year, not just the first week of 
November.

VOCATION RESOURCES FOR PRIESTS

READINGS FOR NOV 1, SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

SAINTS IN ALL VOCATIONS

VVOCATIONVOCATION
AWARENESS WEEKAWARENESS WEEK

NATIONALNATIONAL

DELEGATE EVERYTHING  
BUT THE PREACHING

IDEAS FOR NOV 1-6, 2020
Promoting vocations during the pandemic

Priests and seminarians in Oklahoma wear masks 
before blessing a Catholic school building.

Promoting Vocations in the Pandemic
Church history is full of examples of great crises 
giving rise to great saints. (Just look at JPII in 
WWII.) When times are tough, people re-evaluate 
their life priorities and can become more open to 
God’s call. Plant seeds while the soil is soft!
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ONE LINK: Find links to everything in this resource at
vianneyvocations.com/nvaw. Password GODCALLS2020 



VOCATION INFO

ONLINE
TEACHING VOCATIONS

TO CATHOLIC YOUTH

VOCATIONS
BULLETIN INSERT
Even though Mass attendance is way 
down, reach the ones who come! 
New vocations bulletin insert has 
great info on vocations in a special 
All Saints Day edition. Digital version 
also available.

CHURCH 
DISPLAYS
Make it obvious 
to anyone coming 
through the doors 
that the parish is 
focusing on vocations.

STEADFAST IN FAITH

“‘Why are you terrified, O you of little 
faith?’ Then he got up, rebuked the 

winds and the sea, and there was calm.”  
Matthew 7:25

WONDERING ABOUT YOUR VOCATION IN THESE STORMY TIMES?

FIRST FIX YOUR EYES ON JESUS. BE NOT AFRAID!

TRUST

JESUS
IN

VOCATION HANDOUTS
Plan ahead to hand out prayer cards, brochures, or 
kids’ vocation worksheets. Make it your aim to spark 
that important family conversation: “If one day God 
calls you to be a priest...”

NOVEMBER 1-6, 2020

THE PARISH GUIDE FOR CELEBRATING NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK

PREACH ON 
VOCATIONS
Even in the digital age, a good 
homily is among the most effec-
tive ways to reach the hearts of 

parishioners. If you haven’t told your vocation story in 
awhile, now is the perfect time.

Vocation-Themed Homily Tips - see front of this guide

Prayers of the Faith & Bulletin Blurbs - see back

VOCATIONS 
CURRICULUM
If your diocese subscribes to 
VocationLessons.com, there are 

online lessons for grades K-12, for both Catholic schools 
and Religious Education. (Individual schools or parishes 
can also subscribe.) 

More Ideas for High School Classrooms
1) Invite a sister, brother, or priest to give a talk to the 
class. 2) Watch and discuss the film Fishers of Men or For 
Love Alone. 3) Assign students to write imaginary “voca-
tion stories” of becoming priests or religious.  

More Ideas for Grade School Classrooms
1) Write letters of support to your diocesan seminar-
ians. 2) Adopt a religious order, write letters, and ask 
a brother or sister to come visit the class. 3) Have stu-
dents complete “vocation worksheets.” Various grade 
levels available at vianneyvocations.com.

CATHOLIC FAMILIES
Let’s be honest: a lot of messag-
ing about the possibility of being 
a priest or nun takes root only if 
the family offers fertile soil. Holy 
Catholic families who prioritize 
their faith are the wellspring of 
future vocations!  

INSPIRING VOCATIONS

AT MASS

EASY LINKS
TO EVERYTHING 
ON THIS PAGE

VIANNEYVOCATIONS.COM/NVAW

CATHOLIC SCHOOL & RELIGIOUS ED
We have amazing Catholic educators who need only a little prompting from 
the pastor to take the ball and run with it. Ask your principal or DRE to prioritize 
Vocation Awareness Week and watch them rise to the challenge!

When men are off at seminary, 
it can be hard to connect with 
them. During Vocation Aware-
ness Week, ask a seminarian if 
he can join a classroom of kids 
for a short Facetime or Zoom 
call (but be aware of their busy 
schedules.)

HOMESCHOOL GROUPS
Catholic homeschooling families 
are typically very open to the 
idea of a son going to seminary 
or a daughter entering the con-
vent. Suggest that your local ho-
meschool co-op focus on voca-
tions this week, and offer to give 
a talk to the kids.

Free content is available for:

PARISH WEBSITE
Find photos and text to create 
a page on your parish website 
focused on vocations, with 
content for parents too.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Great graphics and messag-
ing for each day of Vocations 
Awareness Week.

EMAIL
Templates to send emails 
out to your whole parish with 
prayers for vocations and 
more.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
If there is one single group that has the most short-
term promise of producing new vocations, it’s Catholic 
young adult groups (Frassati, Theology on Tap, etc.). 
Usually participants are faithful men and women who 
are relatively open to God’s will for their lives. Dive 
deep with this group. For example, suggest a meeting 
focused on the art of Ignatian discernment. As a 
follow-up, explore interest in ongoing small groups on 
discerning one’s vocation: 

Avow - discernment group for women

Melchizedek Project - discernment group for men

YOUTH MINISTRY
Creative youth ministers are adapting to social-distance pol-
icies. While most are focused on teaching teens the basics 
of Christian belief and morality, ask your youth minister to 
have at least two meetings per year focused on vocations. 
After all, if a teen says, “Jesus, I give my life to you!” the logi-
cal next question is, “What should I do with my life?”

Suggest V Nights to your youth minister, an online guide 
with five vocation-themed meetings for teens.

    PASSWORD GODCALLS2020

(EVEN DURING THE PANDEMIC)

SUGGESTED DAILY CLASSROOM FOCUS
MONDAY, NOV 2
What is a vocation?

TUESDAY, NOV 3
Sacrament of Marriage

WEDNESDAY, NOV 4
The Priesthood

THURSDAY, NOV 5
Consecrated Life

FRIDAY, NOV 6
Homework or Assessment on Vocations
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