
December 15, 2024 
Third Sunday in Advent 
 
Hymn of Invocation: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
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Advent Hymn of Praise: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  
 LSB 334 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Sit 
Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 
 he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; 
 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, 
 a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
 he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal 
 with all your oppressors. 
And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
 and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, 
 at the time when I gather you together; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 7:18–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
  

   

 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling 
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And when the men had come 
to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed 
many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were 
blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
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cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in 
luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the 
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible.   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 

Stand 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

   

Sit 
Offering 

Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. 
The offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us. 
 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For pastors and church workers, that God would send them as 

messengers before the face of Jesus to prepare His way, making known 
His saving name; and that Christ would open the ears of all who hear to 
rejoice, repent and firmly believe, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For those who suffer for the name of Jesus, that our heavenly Father, 
who rescues the daughter of Zion, would look on them with compassion, 
giving them wisdom when they are pressured to compromise, providing 
for them when they suffer loss, granting courage when they are afraid, 
and delivering them from all evil, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For our homes, that God would provide companionship for those who are 

alone, strengthen the bonds of marriage, and equip parents to raise their 
children in love and faith; and that, for Jesus’ sake, our homes would be 
places of joy, reasonableness, peace and prayer, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For our republic in its need, that abandoning all anxiety, we would 

instead, by prayer and thanksgiving, make our requests known to God; 
for the authorities and those newly elected, that God would give wisdom, 
health and success to those who govern us; and for peace in our time, 
even as we rest confident in the peace of Christ, which passes all 
understanding, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the anxious, that the God of all joy would forgive their doubts, reveal 

the causes of their doubts, and guard their hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus, through whom all prayers are heard, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For those in need, [especially _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all who partake at the Supper of Christ’s body and blood, that our 

Father would watch over them and preserve in them repentant and 
worthy hearts, firmly believing the words, “Given and shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins,” let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 
1 Corinthians 11:23–25 LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sit 
Distribution  

• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 
please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return to 

your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 
• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 

come forward for communion. 
• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 

plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This diluted amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any questions. 

 
Distribution Hymn: Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing
 LSB 737 
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5 He only will with patience chide, 
    His rod falls gently down; 
And all your sins He casts aside 
    In ocean depths to drown. 

 

6 His wisdom never plans in vain 
    Nor falters nor mistakes. 
All that His counsels may ordain 
    A blessèd ending makes. 

 

7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, 
    And trust His guiding love; 
Then like a rock your peace shall stand 
    Here and in heav’n above. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. 
Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Distribution Hymn: Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come LSB 350 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord  
 LSB 352 

 

 

 
 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 
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A Let us pray. 
 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 

   

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
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Closing Hymn: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers LSB 515 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 
   
 Today 8:00 AM Worship Service 
 Today 9:15 AM Sunday School 
 Today 9:30 AM Bible Study 
 Today 10:30 AM Worship Service 
 Monday 6:00 PM Youth Confirmation Class 
 Monday 6:30 – 8:00 PM Youth Group 
 Tuesday 5:00 – 7:00 PM Walk-in Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM Executive Meeting 
 Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 Wednesday 11:30 AM Advent III - Morning Worship 
 Wednesday 6:00 PM Potluck Supper Ugly Sweaters 
 Wednesday 7:00 PM Advent III - Evening Worship 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. Or visit spvc.org to 
book an individual time or send a message to Pastor. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS – To submit a prayer request or join the Prayer Chain, visit our 
website, spvc.org under Prayer. You can also do both by filling out the back side of the 
attendance slip or sending an email to prayer@spvc.org. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. This is often a free service of your bank. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES Pastor is providing individual communion opportunity 
for the foreseeable future. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
“Walk-In” times at Church: Sundays, 12:00 – 2:00pm & Tuesdays, 5pm - 7pm 
Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times you may call Pastor Zielinski at 440-
458-0189 or, visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 
appointments. 
 

WATCH WORSHIP LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at 
YouTube, Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the 
livestream (when active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the 
link. Select the bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 

mailto:prayer@spvc.org
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY OR WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand 
just like our worship services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 AM or Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app needs updated and it’s asking for 
an “online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.  
 

HEARING AIDS? Do you wear hearing aids? If they’re able to connect to your phone 
we have an app to help you hear the spoken-word parts of the worship service 
(readings, prayers, sermon, etc.). Download the “Audiofetch” app then connect to the 
“Audiofetch” wifi here at church. See Rev. Streeper if you need help getting set up. 
 

HEALTH & SAFETY There is a black First Aid bag hung in the vestibule containing 
emergency supplies. Some of the contents include bandages, instant glucose, 
breathing barriers, and blood pressure equipment. Please see Beth Bremke if you 
would like training in the use of these supplies. 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS are available in the Narthex hallway, please take a copy home 
today. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER The 2025 January-March devotion booklets are available on 
the Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take a copy home today. 
 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES offers a wonderful daily devotion with Scriptures & 
Reflection Questions. Go to www.lhm.org and click on Today’s Devotion. 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE, ISRAEL & FOREIGN MISSIONS We continue to take 
offerings to provide relief to Lutheran church partners who suffer calamity in these 
areas. Thank you to everyone who has shown their generosity.  
 

WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities kids may 
engage and participate in the worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress 
for parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but 
more importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a 
moment to collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle 
Bag” plastic bin after the Worship Service. We continue to be thankful for Sandy 
Turner, Jean Wadle and the others who are keeping up with providing clean Wiggle 
Bags each week. Donated supplies may be given to Sandy or Jean. Thank you.  
 

RECYCLING BULLETINS You are encouraged to take both your regular and large 
print worship bulletins home with you to use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your 
own devotions and for the updated schedule and announcements. If you would like, 
you may drop bulletins in the blue recycle bin in the Narthex hallway upon exiting the 
service. It is not necessary to disassemble the large print bulletin before taking it home. 
The recycle bin is only for bulletin materials – please, no garbage. Thank you! 
 

http://www.spvc.org/
https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
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Prayers for Worship 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 
I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


