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December 25, 2024 
The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day 
 

Opening Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 

may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 52. 
  

7How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 
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Epistle Hebrews 1:1–6 
A The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapter 1. 
  
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He 
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 
Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
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Stand 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Offering 

Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. 
The offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us. 
 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy.   

P For this congregation, that as the eternal light dawned on our darkness in 
the incarnation of God’s only begotten Son, so His glory would shine on 
us in the grace and truth of His Word, and we would receive Him with 
joy and believe in His name, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all pastors, that through their proclamation of Christ, God would 
bring the good news of joy and salvation to all who hear them, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P For all who suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, that though 
oppression should seek to quench His light in them, they would be 
sustained in the truth that the darkness cannot overcome Him, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P For families who gather in this holy season, that they may have patience 
and be slow to judge and quick to forgive, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P For the lonely, that they may be comforted with Christ’s presence and we 
may extend to them the welcome of our homes and the friendship of His 
grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P For those in poverty or want, that they may be helped; that God would 
increase our generosity; and that we would present our bodies as living 
sacrifices, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P For the sick and those who suffer in our midst, [especially 
_____________,] that they may be healed according to the good 
purposes of our incarnate Savior; and for the grieving, that they may 
receive comfort in the Babe of Bethlehem, who was born that the dead 
might live, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood of 
Jesus worthily with faith in His bodily presence; and that they would 
depart having received grace upon grace from His fullness, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.   

P Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your 
Word made flesh, we boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, 
trusting that You will hear us for His sake, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You 
in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are 
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



15 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 197 

   

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sit 
Distribution  

• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 
please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return to 

your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 
• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 

come forward for communion. 
• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 

plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This diluted amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any questions. 
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Distribution Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 
5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 
D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  
 LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Stand 
The Dismissal 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 199 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
  

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn: See amid the Winter’s Snow LSB 373 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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C H R I ST M A S FL O W E R S 
 

T O  T H E  G L O R Y  O F G O D  
by Jim & Susan Little 
by Jeanette Pastorius 

by Rich & Jenny Proeschel 
by Tim & Jean Wadle 

 

I N  H O N O R  O F:  
Our Loved Ones … Heinrich & Irmgard Cordes 

Gil Haury … Brian & Cheryl Dearth 
Evelyn Dearth … Brian & Cheryl Dearth 

Dorothy Silk … Henry Silk & Joyce Ellenberger 
Our 17th Wedding Anniversary … Jim & Susan Little 
My Loving Mother Sandy Turner … Rachel LaChance 

 

I N  M E M O R Y  O F:  
Joyce Haury …  Brian & Cheryl Dearth 

John Johnson … Diane Johnson 
William & Janet Kato … Stephen & Colleen Kato 

Pauline Durham … Stephen & Colleen Kato 
Walter & Magdalena Dill … Walter Dill, Jr. 

Bill & Eleanore Hill … Jeff & Irma Hill 
Reatha Koher … Jeff & Irma Hill 
Goldie Short … Jeff & Irma Hill 

Friends and Family … James & Jeanette Rafter 
Our Mothers … Jim & Susan Little 

My Father Hugh Turner … Rachel LaChance 
My Grandparents … Rachel LaChance 

Loved Ones … Sandy Turner 
Gladys Bramley … Tony & Guynelle Beck 

Earl & Beatrice McCormick … Henry Silk & Joyce Ellenberger 
John Silk … Henry Silk & Joyce Ellenberger 

Loved Ones … Anonymous 
 

Please Note: 
Christmas plants may be taken home after the  

Christmas Day Morning Worship Service.  
Thank you. 
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Prayers for Worship 
On entering a church 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 
I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


