
There is no better place to see the 
priorities of elected officials than in 
the annual state budget.

Beyond public speeches and cam-
paign rhetoric, the state budget represents 

the priorities and people 
that state lawmakers are 
willing to support with the 
public’s tax dollars. This is 
why Michigan Catholic Con-
ference refers to the state 
budget as a moral state-
ment: It shows the extent to 
which elected officials are 
committing resources to ad-
vancing the common good.

It’s also important to rec-
ognize the budget is a series 
of decisions that impact 
all Michiganders, from the 

poorest and most vulnerable individuals to 
the next generation learning in schools.

MCC works to propose a Catholic perspec-
tive to policymaking and believes support 
for the poor and vulnerable is and should re-
main among the top public spending priori-
ties. As such, MCC is encouraged that sever-
al policies will continue in the latest budget, 
which was recently signed into law for the 
fiscal year that begins Oct. 1 and totals more 
than $80 billion in spending.

Many of these spending items do not cap-
ture headlines, yet they are some of the more 
impactful and consequential decisions made 
by lawmakers. 

For instance, more parents in need will 
benefit from free diapers for their children 
due to a $2 million expansion of the state’s 
diaper assistance program to $6.4 million 
in funding. The spending provides diapers 

to nonprofit agencies that distribute diapers 
free of charge. State lawmakers also set aside 
$500,000 to help lower-income families 
acquire car seats for newborn babies.

Parents know well that diapers and car 
seats are essential – and expensive. Pro-
viding these necessary supplies could make 
a big difference toward helping families in 
need make ends meet.

Other vulnerable populations, such as the 
homeless, foster children, and victims of hu-
man trafficking, will also continue to receive 
support in the budget. Again, recognizing 
the needs of individuals and families most 
in need should remain among the state’s 
priorities.

Another high priority item for lawmak-
ers is allocating public dollars toward the 
education and safety of school children, 
whose quality and dignity of life are often 
dependent on positive educational out-
comes. Toward that end, state lawmakers in 
recent years have identified school security 
upgrades and ensuring all students have ac-
cess to free meals at school as priorities for 
supporting education. 

The latest budget, however, falls short of 
making adequate investment in these areas 
for all students as lawmakers scaled back 
safety funding by 91 percent, for both pub-
lic and nonpublic schools. In past years the 
funding had been used to improve security 
measures and to improve mental health 
services offered to students, such as hiring 
counselors. One nonpublic school admin-
istrator was recently quoted in the press 
as saying that the safety funds were “game 
changers.” 

Regrettably, a state initiative to feed all 
students in schools, regardless of family 

income, was not extended to 
nonpublic schools that would 
otherwise qualify, marking 
the second consecutive year 
that the ‘universal’ meal pro-
gram did not truly include all 
eligible students. That deci-
sion affects 4,200 students 
statewide, including those in 
higher poverty areas like Flint 
and Saginaw.

It’s important to recognize 
the state budget as a mor-
al statement of what public 
officials are willing – or not 
willing – to pay for, so citi-
zens can see the priorities of 
their elected officials.

The Word from Lansing is 
a regular column for Catho-
lic news outlets provided by 
Michigan Catholic Confer-
ence, the official public policy 
voice of the Catholic Church 
in this state.
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For elected officials, state budget is  
putting money where their priorities are 
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The Marquette Diocese and the Knights of  
Columbus will give special recognition to couples 

celebrating their 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th  
or 51st and above wedding anniversary anytime during 
this (or last) year. They and their families are invited 

to the Milestone Wedding Anniversary Celebration on 
Sunday, September 8 at St. Peter Cathedral in Marquette 
 with a meal to follow. Widows and widowers who would 
have celebrated a milestone anniversary this year are  

also invited and encouraged to attend, as are newlywed 
couples married in 2023 or later who haven’t attended a 

previous celebration. If you plan to attend, please fill  
out and return the registration form below as soon as 

possible so that plans can be finalized.  
Those celebrating their Golden Anniversary (50th)  

this year are also asked to include, if possible, a recent 
photograph for publication in  

The U. P. Catholic diocesan newspaper.

Registration form
Deadline: Friday, August 30, 2024

Use separate sheet if necessary.
Last name: __________________________________________ 

If people often mispronounce it, please include the phonetic spelling:
__________________________________________

First names:_________________________________________
__________________________________________________

                                                   
Address:___________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Current parish:______________________________________
__________________________________________________

Phone/e-mail address:_______________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 

Our ____th anniversary is/was/will be on__________, 2024   

For newlyweds: 
We were married on__________, 2023, 2024 (circle one) 

  
I / We will attend this year’s celebration:   Yes   No   (circle one)

How many attending (including the couple and family)? ___
 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY COUPLES ONLY
Your information may be published in The U.P. Catholic Newspaper 

(please include a photo with your registration or Email it to:  
news@dioceseofmarquette.org 

For widows/widowers wishing to memorialize a deceased spouse:
Name of deceased spouse:_______________________________

 Please return to:  
The U.P. Catholic Newspaper 

Attn: Caty Mraz
1004 Harbor Hills Dr., Marquette, MI 49855
or email to: news@dioceseofmarquette.org

Annual Milestone Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, September 8th  

3:30 pm ET.  

DIOCESE OF MARQUETTE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

$$$ “MONEY 
MATTERS”

Attention Financial Institutions, Businesses 
and Individuals who specialize in Finance!

Join your services with the  
U.P. Catholic Newspaper  

in our September 13th Money Matters Issue!
Delivered directly to over 14,000 homes.  

Our readers make great customers!

Advertising cut-off: August 25, 2023
Contact Deacon Steve  

906-863-7460 
ads@dioceseofmarquette.org


