
March 23, 2025 
Third Sunday in Lent 
 
 
Opening Hymn: Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear LSB 908 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Mark A. Jeske, 1952 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
  
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 
of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Psalm 85 antiphon v. 9 
 

P Refrain 
C REFRAIN 
 

 

 
1LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 
 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 
 you covered | all their sin. 
3You withdrew | all your wrath;* 
 you turned from your hot | anger. 

 C REFRAIN 
4Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 
 and put away your indignation | toward us! 
5Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* 
 Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations? 
6Will you not revive | us again,* 
 that your people may re- | joice in you? 
7Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

 C REFRAIN 
8Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to | folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell | in our land. 
10Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 
 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 
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11Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* 
 and righteousness looks down | from the sky. 

 C REFRAIN 
12Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its | increase. 
13Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 
 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 C REFRAIN 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7–20 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 33. 
  

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. 
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from 
me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person 
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: 
‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because 
of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord 
GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 
 12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the 
righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the 
wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his 
wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness 
when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he 
trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall 
be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again, 
though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin 
and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back 
what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing 
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injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16None of the sins that he has 
committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and 
right; he shall surely live. 
 17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their 
own way that is not just. 18When the righteous turns from his righteousness 
and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from his 
wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you 
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of 
you according to his ways.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 10. 
 

 1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the 
Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for 
they were overthrown in the wilderness. 
 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire 
evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, 
“The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 
fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did 
and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an 
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of 
the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but 
with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it. 
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A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
Hymn: Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy, Lord LSB 777 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 6th cent.; adapt. Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Laudamus, 1952, Hannover 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text: © Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 13:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he 
answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all 
the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom 
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse 
offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 
 6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 
he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, 
‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 
find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered 
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 
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9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it 
down.’” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 
Announcements 

 
Hymn of the Day: “As Surely as I Live,” God Said LSB 614 

 

 

 
 

5 The words which absolution give 
Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 

 

6 When ministers lay on their hands, 
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 
He who by grace the Word believes 
The purchase of His blood receives. 

 

7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be 
For absolution full and free, 
In which You show Your richest grace; 
From false indulgence guard our race. 

 

D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
As was, is now, and so shall be 
World without end, eternally! 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. 
The offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us. 
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Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
people according to their needs. 
 

Almighty God, You order and number our days according to Your 
wisdom. Give us repentant hearts, lest we perish with this world of 
violence and suffering. Let us hold fast to Christ for life and salvation. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Lord, You take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
desire that they turn from evil and live. Give pastors courage to warn of 
sin and death. Give all Christians strength to defend that message. Turn 
sinners to life by the proclamation of Christ, who delivers from all 
unrighteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, guard Your people against sexual immorality. Grant 
that our homes would be havens of godly instruction and chastity, and fill 
marriages with fidelity and love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P God of all, You establish justice not through the desires of sinners but by 
Your Law, which is for all. Enlighten the authorities of this and every 
nation, that they might rule justly for true good. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Faithful God, protect us when we are tempted. Guard us especially from 
pride that justifies sin and from doubting that You provide the way of 
escape. Strengthen us with penitent hearts to endure until You deliver us. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Holy God, remember Your people who cry to You for mercy in a world 

where towers fall and sinners work evil. Deliver those in need of healing 
and comfort, [especially _____________,] and strengthen them to look 
to You for help in their time of affliction. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P God of compassion, through the abundance of Your steadfast love You 
gather us into Your house and to Your Supper. Give all who commune 
this day a holy fear of Your wrath and faith in Your promises, that they 
would receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord of life, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to 

bear good fruit. Receive our thanks for Your patience, and grant that we 
would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 
mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also 
might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 
garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
  



12 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice 
on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We 
give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent 
Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 
 

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our 
father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 
Distribution  

• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 
please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return to 

your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 
• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 

come forward for communion. 
• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 

plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This diluted amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any questions. 



15 

 
Distribution Hymn: Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
 LSB 421 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Distribution Hymn: Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing LSB 691 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932–2024 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
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Stand 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 
of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 
   
 Today 8:00 AM Worship Service 
 Today 9:15 AM Sunday School 
 Today 9:30 AM Bible Study 
 Today 10:30 AM Worship Service 
 Today 11:30 AM Adult Confirmation Instruction 
 Today 11:30 AM Handbell Choir Practice 
 Today 1:00 – 2:00 PM  Walk-in Communion 
 Monday 6:00 PM Youth Confirmation Class  
 Monday 6:30 PM Trail Life & American Heritage Girls  
 Tuesday 5:00 – 7:00 PM Walk-In Communion 
 Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 Wednesday 11:30 AM Wednesday Worship 
 Wednesday 6:00 PM Lent Meal 
 Wednesday 7:00 PM Wednesday Worship 
 Saturday 10:00 AM Ladies Baby Shower 
   “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Bennetts would like to thank everyone for the gifts at the birth of their son. 
 
The Wiesemanns thank you for your support and prayers. They are a warm hug from 
the Lord. 
 

LENT MEALS Sign up at the Welcome Center to bring a portion of the Wednesday Lent Meal 
to share. It helps us to know in advance that we will have enough of everything. Thank you! 
 

BELL CHOIR will meet each week after the second service for practice until Easter. 
 

EASTER FLOWERS Order forms and envelopes are in the Welcome Center to order flowers 
for Easter. Easter lilies, hyacinths, tulips, and daffodils are $10 each. They can be ordered as 
a memorial or to the glory of God and will enhance the beauty of our sanctuary. The deadline 
to order is Wednesday, April 2nd. You may pick up your ordered flowers after the 10:30am 
Easter Sunday Worship Service. 
 

*Twinkle Twinkle Little Star* 
LWML is sponsoring a congregation and friends baby shower and luncheon in honor of 
Lorena Zielinski. The shower will be in the St. Paul in the Fellowship Hall, Saturday, March 29 
at 10:00am. Lorena and baby are registered at Target.  
 
Decorating and setup for the baby shower will be Friday, March 28 at 10:00am. 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him a 
portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. This is often a free service of your bank. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. Or visit spvc.org to book an 
individual time or send a message to Pastor. 
 

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES Pastor is providing individual communion opportunity for 
the foreseeable future. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
“Walk-In” times at Church: Sundays, 1:00 – 2:00pm & Tuesdays, 5pm - 7pm. 
To schedule communion at church or in your home during a time other than the walk-in 
times you may call Pastor Zielinski at 440-458-0189 or, visit www.spvc.org and click “Book 
with Pastor” to see available times for appointments. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS – To submit a prayer request or join the Prayer Chain, visit our 
website, spvc.org under Prayer. You can also do both by filling out the back side of the 
attendance slip or sending an email to prayer@spvc.org. 
 

WATCH WORSHIP LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at 
YouTube, Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream 
(when active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 

IN-PERSON SUNDAY OR WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like 
our worship services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
AM or Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM. 
 

BUILDING ACCESS To make the building more secure before, during, and after worship, the 
Elders and Campus Safety Team have decided to keep the exterior doors locked. Greeters, 
an Elder, and members of the Campus Safety Team will be stationed to let everyone in easily. 
If you arrive more than 30 minutes before an event, you may need to wait a moment until the 
team in is place. Thank you for your patience. 
 

RELIEF SUPPORT Gifts toward relief for those who have suffered calamity (hurricane, wild 
fires, war, etc.) can be made by visiting:  
http://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response  
You’ll find ways to give online, by mail, and how to direct funds toward specific relief efforts.  
 

ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app needs updated and it’s asking for an 
“online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.  
 

HEARING AIDS? Do you wear hearing aids? If they’re able to connect to your phone we 
have an app to help you hear the spoken-word parts of the worship service (readings, 
prayers, sermon, etc.). Download the “Audiofetch” app then connect to the “Audiofetch” wifi 
here at church. See Rev. Streeper if you need help getting set up. 
 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response
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HEALTH & SAFETY There is a black First Aid bag hung in the vestibule containing 
emergency supplies. Some of the contents include bandages, instant glucose, breathing 
barriers, and blood pressure equipment. Please see Beth Bremke if you would like training in 
the use of these supplies. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER The 2025 April-June devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take a copy home today. 
 
 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES offers a wonderful daily devotion with Scriptures & 
Reflection Questions. Go to www.lhm.org and click on Today’s Devotion. 
 

WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities kids may 
engage and participate in the worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress for 
parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but more 
importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a moment to 
collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle Bag” plastic bin 
after the Worship Service. We continue to be thankful for Sandy Turner, Jean Wadle and the 
others who are keeping up with providing clean Wiggle Bags each week. Donated supplies 
may be given to Sandy or Jean. Thank you. 
 

RECYCLING BULLETINS You are encouraged to take both your regular and large print 
worship bulletins home with you to use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own 
devotions and for the updated schedule and announcements. If you would like, you may drop 
bulletins in the blue recycle bin in the Narthex hallway upon exiting the service. We re-use the 
large print bulletin combs which last longer when they are not disassembled by hand.  
The recycle bin is only for bulletin materials – please, no garbage. Thank you! 

https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
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Prayers for Worship 
 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 
I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 

 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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