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The Archdiocesan Office of Racial Harmony and Black Catholic Ministries seeks to
foster awareness of the sin of racism in all its forms to the Catholic faithful. Guided
by prayer, gentleness, and respect, we strive to build relationships across racial
boundaries, increase inclusion and representation for Black Catholics, and facilitate
meaningful conversations. With the Sacred Heart of Jesus as our focus, we aim to
glorify God in all that we do.
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“The National Black Catholic Congress, comprised of member Catholic
organizations, represents African American Catholics, in collaboration
with these organizations. Aware of the challenges faced by African
The National American Catholics, we are committed to evangelize ourselves, our church
BLACK CATHOLIC and unchurched African Americans, thereby enriching the Church.

Congress

We hold ourselves accountable to our baptismal commitment to witness
and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.”

COMING SOON



The Center promotes Catholic teaching, Catholic spiritual formation and
leadership development, including advocacy for justice and racial equity
concerns within the Black Catholic Community and for all who collaborate
with them, in accord with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in the tradition of

the Roman Catholic Church.

‘ SAINT CHARLES
@ WANGA

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS

41U ANNUAL TESTIMONIAL

DINNER & CELEBRATION

Every year the St. Charles Lwanga Center has a testimonial dinner
and celebration to honor several people in the area for their
contributions in the Black Catholic community. Here is a list of
those honored this summer.

Community Awardees

Fr. Edward F. Feuerbacher
Lifetime Achievement:

e Venus D. Spain

e Father Carl Scheble
Trailblazer Award:

e Sister Gail Guelker, SSND,

e Lynn Woolfolk
Torch Bearer Award:

e Jesuits of the Central

e Southern Province, USA
Leon Henderson Award:

e Jessica Pou

Parish Honorees

Christ the King:
e Mimi Taylor-Hendrix
St. Ann:
e Dr. James Paunicka
e Ke’Von Reynolds
St. Josephine Bakhita:
e Sister Janice Munier, SSND
e Markus Willem Dowdy (osthumously)
St. Norbert:
e Jane Kariuki
e Kadin A.J. Anderson
St. Peter Claver:
e Rosalind Williams
e Andrea Lowe
e Kennedy Thomas
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PHOTO BY JACOB WIEGAND | JACOBWIEGAND@ARCHSTL.ORG | FATHER GERRY KLEBA | ST. LOUIS REVIEW

Father Gerald "Gerry" Kleba:
A Documentary Highlighting St. Louis Black History

Father Gerald "Gerry" Kleba, a retired priest from St. Louis, is the focus of a
new documentary entitled *A Black History Tour of St. Louis*. Directed by
local filmmaker Tony West, the film captures Father Kleba's enlightening
tours that explore the rich Black history of the city, inspired by his
experiences in predominantly Black neighborhoods.

Awards and Recognition

A Black History Tour of St. Louis* has received accolades at various film
festivals, including awards for Best Director — Feature Documentary at the
Venice Under the Stars — International Film Festival and the "Enchanted
Realms" award at the Hidden Universes Independent Film Festival in
Melbourne. The documentary premiered in

St. Louis on July 27, 2025, at the Hi-Pointe Theatre

during the St. Louis Filmmakers Showcase.

There are plans in motion to make the film available

on streaming platforms in the near future.
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