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The Paschal Candle 
 

One of the great symbols of Easter is our paschal candle. “Paschal,” of course, comes 
from the Hebrew word which means “Passover,” the event whose significance becomes 
the basis for our understanding of the Resurrection; thus, “paschal” in the Church tends to 
refer to the Easter mysteries: the Passion, Death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Paschal Candle is a symbol for us of Christ, and more specifically, of the light of 
Christ which comes to us in this glorious moment of His Resurrection. You’ll notice that 
throughout the Easter season, the candle is lit (to remind us of the Resurrection) and 
placed near the ambo, where the Word of God is read. It’s the Church’s way of drawing 
attention to the way the Gospel calls special attention to Christ and, in the Easter season, 
(you guessed it!) to His Resurrection. Interestingly, the other option for the Paschal 
Candle’s placement, which I’ve never been gutsy enough to pull off, is to place it directly 
in the center of the sanctuary. That’s right, smack dab in the middle of everything, where 
its light reminds us of the centrality of the Easter event. Maybe someday… 
 
Besides Easter, of course, the Paschal Candle is lit at two very significant moments of the 
Christian life: on the day of our Baptism and on the day of our Christian funeral. These two 
moments form a sort of inclusion of the Christian life—the bookend moments, wherein 
God calls us His own and then calls us to Himself, we pray, for eternity. Thus, the Paschal 
Candle very strongly suggests the “Passover” event to us, as Baptism and death are both 
a sort of “passing over” from one way of life to another. 
 
The Paschal Candle, as you probably know, is blessed at the very beginning of the Easter 
Vigil, before it is lit and processed into a completely dark Church as the minister cries out 
“The light of Christ!” and the people cry back “Thanks be to God!” There are a few 
symbols which, properly speaking, one should always find on the Easter candle (besides 
the “decorative stuff” that varies from candle to candle); unless you’ve taken a moment to 
look closely, perhaps you’ve never noticed these symbols! 
 
First, there is always a cross, obviously symbolizing the glorious instrument by which 
Christ chose to destroy our death forever. As well, there is the Alpha and Omega (usually 
above and below the cross), representing Christ, who is the beginning and the end. You’ll 
also find, usually in the corners of the cross, the year of our Lord in which the candle is 
blessed. These symbols are traced by the priest before he blesses the candle, as he says 
the following words: “Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and 
Omega, all time belongs to Him and all the ages, to him be glory and power through every 
age for ever.” 
 
Lastly, you’ll notice that the candle always has five “nails” stuck in it in five significant 
places on the cross: one at each point and one in the center. Each of these wax nails 
contains a grain of incense, and they represent the five wounds of Christ: the crown of 
thorns upon Christ’s head, the nails in His hands and feet, and the spear thrust into His 
heart. The priest inserts these grains of incense with the prayer, “By His holy and glorious 
wounds, may Christ our Lord guard us and keep us. Amen.” 
 
As I’ve always said, there’s a reason for everything the Church does! These things might 
seem like “small potatoes,” but I love these little traditions that make our Church Catholic 
and which, if we know them and let them, speak to us the depth of the mysteries we live in 
these holy days! 
 
Keep spreading joy! 
 

Fr. Friedel 



Mass will continue to be live-streamed and can be 
found by going to the parish website at www.bsps.org 
and click on WATCH MASS HERE. 
 
Confessions are heard Monday-Saturday mornings 
from 7:30-7:45am in the confessionals and on 
Saturday afternoon 3-4pm in the Adoration Chapel.  
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Please Pray for Our Recently Departed 
Robert “Bob” Heisler 

Applications are now being accepted for the Springfield 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (SDCCW) 2026 
High School Girl Graduate Scholarship Program!  
Praticing Catholic girls who are graduating from the 
12th grade are eligible to apply!  The SDCCW is 
pleased to award a $2,000 scholarship to 4 Catholic 
high school girls who are graduating. This money 
should be used to further your education in either a 
community college or university, technical/trade/
vocational school, or other non-traditional option. Three 
required documents (application, essay, and letter of 
recommendation) must be received by April 15th and 
sent to Rita Devore, 1006 Shenandoah Avenue, 
Effingham, IL 62401. In addition, the application must 
be signed by your pastor.  Copies are available online 
at www.bsps.org. For further questions, please call 
Rita Devore at 217-821-7517.  Thank you! 

Spring has Sprung-and that means...baseball!! Do 
you need cleats, bats, mitts or baseball pants? Stop 
by the School Office and pick up Dick’s Sporting 
Goods or Scheels scrip. OR you can special order 
Adidas, Nike or Under Armour scrip—all of these 
special order items give an 11-13% rebate back to 
Blessed Sacrament School! Is your playing career 
over and you’ve moved on the spectating? Email 
scrip@bssbruins,org to find out how to order Stub 
Hub gift cards-perfect for Cardinals or Cubs tickets. 
 
On behalf of the Mission Partnership committee and 
the staff at St. Martin DePorres, we would like to thank 
everyone who gave of their time volunteering during 
Lent. Your help was greatly appreciated! 
We would also like to let you know that you are more 
than welcome to help at St. Martin DePorres anytime. 
Thanks again for your dedicated service.  

http://www.bsps.org
https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/147724
https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/147724
mailto:scrip@bssbruins.org
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

APRIL 13 —  APRIL 17 

MONDAY -  FRIDAY  

8:00 am  

Luke Bensko and Marin Oldenburg 
 
Saturday, April 18, 4:30PM 
Lector:   Justin Blandford 
Servers: Greta Blandford, Josetta 
Kren, Haddie Luttrell 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Noreen 
Luhr, Joseph Stannard, Rae Marie 
Davlin, Jill Loveall 
 
Sunday, April 19, 7:00AM 
Lector:   Matt Carroll 
Servers: Joseph Bonanasinga 
Eucharistic Ministers Christy 
Geving, Kathy Gietl, Michael and 
Carrie O’Brien, Ann Walker 
 
Sunday, April 19, 8:30AM   
Lector:  George Rudis 
Servers:  Annaliese and Andrew 
Hofner, Natalie Jacobs 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Sheri 
Dhabalt, Don and Cathy Scott, 
Sally Petrone 
 
Sunday, April 19, 10:30AM 
Lector Cynthia Lamar 
Servers: Davontae Wilks, Matthew 
and Thomas Christie 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Mary 
Tuttle, Brittani Newton, Lynn 
Frasco, Courtney Bensko, Andrea 
Judd 
 
To obtain a full schedule for ALL 

Mass volunteers or to VOLUNTEER 

FOR AN EMPTY SLOT, go to 

www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/

blessedsacrament_spi 

 

Want to Engage? The Ushering Group wishes to establish four regular 
Ushers for each weekend Mass. Basic duties include assisting 
parishioners with seating, gathering the collections, overseeing the 
Communion service as well as handing out bulletins at the end of Mass. 
We have plenty of substitutes, but are seeking committed help for the 
Regular Usher role. We 
understand there are 
weekends of travel, 
sickness etc. 
 
This is a great way to 
enhance your 
engagement at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish and/or 
earn school service 
hours. Contact Lee 
Bertagnolli at 217-416-
4563 this week if you 
wish to commit. 

Life is more fun if you play games! 
 
All ladies of the parish are invited to a 
Game Night on Wednesday, April 
15th. It will begin at 6:00pm in the 
school cafeteria. We will start the 
evening with a short 100 Years of 
Blessed Sacrament Trivia 
Game. Afterwards, we will break into 
groups where experienced players 
will teach various games or you can 
bring a favorite of your own to share. 
 
Come for a break from busy routines 
to laugh, strategize, and build 
memories with your parish family. 

Plan to attend the Catholic Charities annual fundraiser.  For more 
information about this event on April 25 at the K of C Hall, go to 
cc.dio.org/events/springfield-2026-annual-fundraiser. Event is $50/
ticket or get your seven favorite people and purchase an event table of 
eight. 

cc.dio.org/events/springfield-2026-annual-fundraiser
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IF YOU ONLY READ THREE THINGS THIS WEEK: 
 

• The Garden Party makes its triumphant return—mark your 

calendars for June 23 and 24! 

• Tickets are available for the Blessed Sacrament School 

musical in the school office during regular school hours. 

• Put April 15 on your calendar for the Women’s Club Game 

Night. 

 

Kayla Friedel Mike Blair Mary Tuttle 

Please call the Parish Office to submit a name to the 
prayer list. Names will automatically be removed after  

six weeks unless notified. 

Weekly Parish Finance Report 
March 28 to April 3 

  
  

AMOUNT RECEIVED 
TOTAL   

HOUSEHOLDS 

Loose Collections $1,791.00   

Envelope Collections $16,208.80 202 

Online Giving Collections $4,994.17 112 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $22,993.97 314 

Target Amount $25,000.00  

John P. Eck, Jr. 
Parishioner

217-321-3187  
Fax: 217-528-5771 

Mobile: 217-899-0655 
E-mail: jeck@troxellins.com 

www.troxellins.com

STARCREST CLEANERS
4 CONVENIENT SPRINGFIELD LOCATIONS: 

2701 West White Oaks Drive 
4349 Conestoga 

1825 W. Jefferson St. 
2025 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Open 7 days a week Same Day Service

Mike O’Brien 
Parishioner

536 N. Bruns Ln., Suite 2B
 

Springfield, IL 62702

217-753-1791 
 cell: 217-414-5343 mike.o’brien@COUNTRYFinancial.com

Financial Strategies
built just for you.

Tim Healy
Financial Advisor
1215 S 4th St Suite B
Springfield, IL 62703
217-528-2827
Parishioner
MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD       > edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

ST. LOUIS HILLS | (314) 644-0643 
6759 Chippewa | St. Louis, MO 63109 

Mon-Sat  9:00am to 5:30pm

ST. CHARLES COUNTY | (636) 379-3705 
2985 Hwy K | O’Fallon, MO 63368 

Mon-Sat  10:00am to 5:30pm
 

catholicsupply.com®

Contact Brandy Stivers
bstivers@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2609
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217-528-9666	 Fax 217-528-5481
bnbelectric.net

3000 Reilly Dr. | Springfield, IL 62703

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929
Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING
DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID
Parishioners

217.698.5800
reidfamilywellness.com

F.J.MURPHY & SON, INC. 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

“The Name You Know & Trust”

Quickest Service - Since 1947
528-4081

Lauterbach 
Tire & Auto Service

1569 Wabash Ave. 
546-2600

www.jdavidcrossdds.com

J. DAVID CROSS, D.D.S. 
Periodontist

217-793-0196 
No Referral Needed

Parishioners
101 N. 4th  •  523-8182

217.546.6262
1905 Montana Drive 

Suite 30 
Springfield, IL 62704 

www.jacobsandmiddleton.com

Sarah Jacobs 
D.D.S.

Parishioner

J. Zach  
Middleton 

D.M.D.

 
Mark Cortesi 
Insurance Agent 
Parishioner 
(217) 787-1727 
www.growwithmark.com

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115
Springfield, IL 62704
Bus. 217-546-4752
   

mary.cavanagh@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com

Mary Pat CavanaghMary Pat Cavanagh

1999 Wabash Avenue Ste 115 
Springfield, IL 62704 
Bus. 217-546-4752

mary-cavanagh@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com

217-546-4924

Bruce and
Mary Cumming,

Parishioners

1805 S. MacArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704
www.carpetone.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Eliminate the uncertainty and 
 financial burden with the Staab 

Family & Associates.

Contact us for your 
personal visit to Plan Ahead. 

217.528.6461 
StaabFuneralHomes.com 

Springfield  u Sherman

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

• DUI  
• TRAFFIC TICKETS

• FEDERAL & STATE FELONY  
AND MISDEMEANOR DEFENSE 

(217) 241-5628  
www.vig-law.com
1100 S. 5th Street  

Springfield, IL 62703

level33e
HOME IMPROVEMENT INC.

We also specialize in cash purchases 
of residential real estate. 

Gary Rogers | 217.494.0602

We’ll  Make 
the Plans.

You Make the 
Memories.

Mika Arbogast • 217-553-2872
mika@kingdomseekerstravel.com
www.kingdomseekerstravel.com
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217-546-5622
www.iphcommunities.org

ILLINOIS  
PRESBYTERIAN HOME 
COMMUNITIES
Founded in Faith... 
Focused on Community


