
                      

  

                       

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-10 
The power of God’s love and forgiveness can transform lives.  
Reflection: 
Today’s Gospel reading is about salvation. The story of Zacchaeus is a favorite story for children. They find it easy to 

identify with Zacchaeus because he is little. Zacchaeus is a tax collector and doesn’t always do the right thing, but 

when Jesus calls him by name and goes to his house, Zacchaeus repents of his sinful behavior and has a change of 

heart. Jesus encourages Zacchaeus to make a fresh start with his life. Zacchaeus tells Jesus he is sorry and promises to 

pay back four times the amount he cheated people. Jesus sees both our sinfulness and our goodness. He invites 

anyone who has wandered from God’s loving ways, to turn back and make right what is wrong in their lives. This story 

reminds us that God’s merciful love is offered to everyone, no matter what we might have done, because we are all 

children of God.  We keep our eyes on God by going to Mass, practicing kindness, and sharing our time to help others.  

 

Discuss these questions as a family: 
Ask the children: Do you ever feel unimportant because you’re little? Think of a time you were too small to do 

something. How does it feel to be judged? Talk about ways you can avoid judging other people. How would you feel if 

Jesus called out your name and asked to come to your house for dinner? How do you encounter God as a family? 
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The Lord is Gracious and Merciful 

Family Prayer:                                                  

Jesus, thank you for loving us. Guide our daily lives 

so that our forgiveness and compassion will bring 

peace and reconciliation to the world. Amen. 

Family activities:  

Jesus calls us by name. As a family, discuss how each 
person got his or her name. Look up each name to 
determine its origin and the meaning of each name. 
Use your creativity to create a name plaque with the 
information.   
 
Act out the story of Zacchaeus and sing the song.  
Zacchaeus was a wee little man 
And a wee little man was he 
He climbed up in a sycamore tree 
For the Lord he wanted to see. 
 
And when the Savior passed that way 
He looked up in the tree 
And he said, 'Zacchaeus, you come down! 
For I'm coming to your house today! 
For I'm coming to your house today!' 

 
As a family, make time for an Examine of Conscience, 

identify areas where you need God’s mercy, and visit 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation to receive God’s 

forgiveness and grace.  

 

 

https://genius.com/24146794/Traditional-zacchaeus-was-a-wee-little-man/Today

