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Third Sunday of Lent 
March 7, 2021 

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
LIVE STREAMED or SIGN-UP ON WEBSITE 

  

Saturday Mass:      5:00pm   
Sunday Masses:     7:30am, 9:00am, 11:30am  
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 5:30pm 
         Wednesday 7:00am 
                                 Friday 7:00am & 5:30pm 

  

Confessions 
Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 

Friday 6:00-7:00pm 
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm 

 

Adoration 
Friday 6:00 - 7:00pm (not during Lent) 

First Friday 7:30am - 12pm 
First Saturday 9:30am - 10:30am 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to St. Mary Parish Community.  If you would like to register 
with the parish please fill out form on website, stop by the Parish 
Office or call (509) 928-3210. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Communion is taken to the sick and elderly on a regular basis.  
Please call Karen Grewe (Homebound Ministry) at (509)927-4941, if 
someone is in need. 

 

For the convenience of those with hearing difficulties, Masses at St. Mary can be heard on personal  
FM-band radios or in the car in the parking lot. Tune to 89.9 FM.   

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: The family should be registered and active in St. Mary 
Parish.  For arrangements call the Parish office, 928-3210.  

Marriage: Couples must contact the parish at least six months prior 
to their desired wedding date.   

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) or  
RCIC (for children over 7) 

Have you thought about becoming a Catholic?  Do you know some-
one who is thinking about it?  Please call Marie Bricher at  

928-3210 ext. 111 for more information.   

St. Mary Catholic Parish 

 



                     PRIESTS MASS INTENTIONS 
 
3/8 MONDAY  Marty & Kelly Haskins & Family 
3/9 TUESDAY Makki Koleno + & family 
3/10 WEDNESDAY Joan Kidder + 
3/11 THURSDAY Beverly Mele +  
3/12 FRIDAY  
 7am  John F. Bacca + 
 5:30pm Rodrigo Valle + 
3/13 SATURDAY Fritel Family +  
3/14 SUNDAY 
 7:30am Mel & Bernie Lewis + 
 9am Pro Populo  
 11:30am Kathy Rudolph + 
 

 
To have a Mass offered by the priest for 
a deceased person or another intention, 

please call the parish office  at (509) 
928-3210 or email  

stmary@dioceseofspokane.org 

Prayer Requests 
All those feeling lonely and isolated, those who are ill, Javier Z.,  

Chris, Bethany & Baby G., Lynn M., Karen G., Derek D. 

To have a name listed in the bulletin call Krista at the parish  office at 928-3210. Names will be listed for  
3 weeks, then removed unless requested again. 

 If a member of your family is admitted to a local hospital, please call the parish office at 928-3210 if 
you would like a priest  

 To add someone to the prayer chain or to be part of the  prayer chain ministry please join the Prayer 
Chain group in Flocknote or call the parish office.   

 For those not “on-line” call Bobbie Bailey at 928-9584. 

 

The Society Of St. Vincent de Paul  
 

St. Mary St. Vincent de Paul conference continues to 

work with our neighbors in need of emergency  

assistance, as well as providing food, paper and  

hygiene products. Our emergency assistance line is 

(509) 703-7867; a member will promptly return the 

call. Your continued assistance in this effort is  

sincerely appreciated. If you are able to make a  

monetary contribution to this ongoing assistance, 

please drop an envelope in the basket or donate 

online:  www.stmaryspokane.org tap on “Give”, then 

“Donation Designation” and scroll down to 

 “St. Vincent de Paul”.   

Fridays we have Eucharistic Adoration from 6-7pm 
after 5:30pm Mass  

during which Fr. Lewis will hear confessions. 
 

Stations of  the Cross will follow at 7pm  
every Friday during Lent.   

Pray the Rosary on Saturday morning at 
7:30am in the church with St. Mary  
Parishioners, (we practice social  

distancing protocols).   
If you would like to participate via Zoom  

instead of in-person in the church,  
contact Ed Sawatzki at (509) 924-2395  

to get the Zoom link.  



 Pastor’s Column 
 St. Mary Catholic Parish 

 March 7, 2021 - Third Sunday of Lent 

Christendom and Apostolic Mission:  What are they, and where are we? 
 

 Last Sunday’s bulletin began a pastor column series for Lent that hopefully will help us, as a parish, reflect upon 
the current state of the culture in which right now we, as the Mystical Body of Christ that is the Church, is made to live 
and go about our Christian mission of saving souls.  Now, it is readily observable and it well can be argued that ours is a 
time and place currently in the flux of considerable change (one might even say “outright upheaval).  In this instance, it 
seems that we are change from one general sort of cultural context to another.  That from which we are changing is a  
cultural context that we might call “Christendom.”  In Christendom, Christianity and the Christian worldview is firmly 
settled and established.  But we are not that any longer; instead, we are shifting toward a different cultural context that we 
might call “Apostolic Mission.”  In a Mission context, a Christian is very much like the Apostles themselves:  having to 
proclaim the Gospel to a radically un-Christian (in our case, post-Christian) culture.  This is Christianity on the march. 
 

 In Christendom, I can reasonably expect that I would be able to sit down with someone and have a conversation 
about Jesus Christ.  Both of us would have at least a working knowledge of this man called “Jesus,” and both of us would 
at least be familiar with the Bible, if not actually read it or pray with it regularly.  And even though I may or may not be 
successful in inspiring conversion in that person so that he or she is ready to become Catholic, I can reasonably expect 
that both of us would enjoy a polite and amicable conversation and would part as friends. 
 

 In Apostolic Mission (and I will say it plainly:  in today’s culture), I cannot reasonably expect anything of the sort.  
Even the Name “Jesus” would be perceived by many as a “trigger word” that would spark indignation and outrage.  Any 
hope for a polite and amicable conversation is gone, for the tendency on the part of the many is to become instantly    
aggressive (because they have chosen to become instantly defensive).  There is not calm exchange of ideas but a shouting 
match…. And even amongst fellow Catholic Christians, while I can reasonably expect to speak of Jesus to them without 
instant indignation and outrage, I have no hope that I can expect the same if I were to mention such things as abortion, 
contraception, homosexual “marriage,” or any other controversial moral issue in our culture today.  Even just to mention 
these issues here in this pastor column perhaps is sparking indignation and outrage in some of you who are reading this 
right now. 
 

 But that just proves the point:  we are not in Christendom any longer.  We are not yet in the full-blown Mission 
cultural context of the Apostles themselves, but we are quickly moving toward exactly that.  Twenty years ago, homosexu-
al “marriage” was not even a thing.  Not even five years ago, transgenderism was not even a thing.  At this break-neck 
pace of radical cultural change, one can scarcely even fathom what else will soon be upon us.  For me, only one thing 
seems absolutely certain:  regardless of what else will soon be upon us, it will be increasingly difficult simply to be a  
Christian, let alone actually daring to say the Name of “Jesus” out there in public.  Soon, the only safe space for us who 
will actually want to remain Christian will be inside the home and inside the church.  And when that happens, we must 
realize this, that the moment we leave the home or set foot outside the church after Mass, we are entering directly and 
immediately into mission territory. 
 

 This is alarming, no doubt about it.  For some of us, it is outright terrifying.  It will require the highest cost of 
discipleship simply in remaining Christian – and an even higher cost to dare go out there and speak to others about Jesus.  
And it is precisely because of this high cost – the High Call of Jesus Christ – that the great temptation in Apostolic Mis-
sion is not lukewarmness (that we might expect in a Christendom cultural context), but quite the opposite:  cowardice.  
Cowardice in the form of sheer, paralyzing, crippling terror that life will get uncomfortable, maybe even outright hard for 
us…maybe even painful…and maybe even humiliating. 
 

 Next week, we will reflect upon how to address this temptation of cowardice, how we can overcome our fear, 
and through that how we can begin to discern how God might be calling us to do different things.  

~ Fr. Lewis 



Fiat Lux 

The Year of the Eucharist 

St. Mary Catholic Parish 

“I am the Bread of Life…. You are the  
Light of the world…. Let there be light!”  

March – Reflections on the Eucharist 
 
We continue our diocesan Year of the Eucharist, Fiat Lux (“Be the Light”), and we continue our monthly    
bulletin reflections from a wonderful book on the subject of the Blessed Sacrament:  The Blessed Eucharist, 
Our Greatest Treasure, by Fr. Michael Müeller.  This book contains many beautiful reflections and challenging 
(and convicting) exhortations regarding the Holy Eucharist. 
 

When Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd” and that “a good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep,” it is 
as if He is saying to us:  “I give My life for you, each day, at each Holy Mass, at each Holy Communion.  I am 
the God of Supreme Wisdom, but I cannot find a more adequate pledge of My love.  I am Almighty, but My 
omnipotence is not able to do anything greater; I am love itself, but I cannot give you anything more consol-
ing” than the Eucharist. 
 

But why not appear to us plainly, as He did the Apostles?  Why come to us hidden in the guise of the Eucha-
rist?   
 

With regard to sinners, Jesus renders them a great favor by concealing Himself.  We know that the best remedy 
for weak eyes is to exclude the light.  We cannot bear even medium light, let alone the very bright light of 
morning, immediately after waking.  We cannot look at a bright object without our eyes being dazzled.  None 
of us could look steadily at the sun at noon; if we should do so, we would become blind.  We read in Sacred 
Scripture that Moses once conversed with the Lord on a mountain and that afterwards, when he came down to 
the Israelites, his countenance was so radiant with light that they were unable to look upon him, and he was 
obliged to put a veil over his face when he spoke to them. 
 

And so, why does Jesus “hide” Himself from sinners?  If Jesus were to manifest Himself on the altar in His 
heavenly splendor and glory, and any of us in a state of sin enters that church, how would we feel?  Would we 
not be overwhelmed with terror?  A most terrible agony would seize us at the sight of Jesus Christ in His glory.  
When Adam and Eve had sinned, they heard the voice of God, Who was walking about in Paradise, and they 
hid themselves from God in the midst of the Garden.  The mere sight of a God offended by their sins was far 
too terrifying to them.   
 

A great grace, then, that Jesus should veil Himself from our view under the mere appearances of bread and 
wine.  How considerate and amiable is the Sacred Heart of Jesus to do this for us – to spare us this added ter-
ror of our sinful state!   
 

And in our sinful state, though if we are in a state of mortal sin and therefore cannot without adding sin upon 
ourselves receive Holy Communion, even so we can approach the Blessed Sacrament and implore the Lord to 
come to our aid.  “Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, help me!”  Indeed, one of the best means we have at our 
Catholic Christian disposal to inspire conversion within ourselves and in other sinners, too, is to recommend 
all sinners to Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.   
 

Prayer (Collect for the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper):  O God, Who have called us to participate 
in this most sacred Supper, in which Your Only Begotten Son, when about to hand Himself over to death,  
entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity, the banquet of His love, grant, we pray, that we may 
draw from so great a mystery, the fullness of charity and of life.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
who lives an reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen.  





Get involved in YOUTH GROUP! 
Every Thursday in the Mary/Martha Room 

Middle School meets 5:00-6:30pm 
High School meets 7:00-8:30pm 

XLT at 7:00pm every 2nd Sunday of the month 
Interested in joining or volunteering? 

Contact Kelsie Kent at 
kkent@dioceseofspokane.org 

CRS Rice Bowls 2021 - Sustainability in El Salvador 
Portrait of Glendy Fernández de Valle, 33 and her daughter Hazel Valle, 
11, outside their house in Altavista, San Martín, San Salvador, El Salvador 
where they run their family cacao business called Tetonalli. Tetonalli 
means in the nahuat language “A new beginning”, and it really was for 
Glendy and her husband Juan Carlos Valle. Juan was deported from the 
U.S.A. in 2017 and started working with CRS’ Cacao Alliance project that 
helped them technically to start his business and allowed his family to start 
a sustainable entrepreneurship. Cacao Alliance provides assistance to 
approximately 6,500 small-scale farmers to help reactivate cacao produc-
tion and exports in El Salvador that will increase incomes and jobs to re-
duce illegal immigration. “It’s a family business. My grandmother used to 
make traditional cacao and she helped me. I started looking for clients it 
was difficult at first. But after my husband went to training from Cacao Alli-
ance it all changed. He became interested and started learning many 

things about Cacao. I love it. Tetonalli means family for me, love, effort, union, it means we don’t have to be separated to 
get a better future for our family. We give thanks to Cacao Alliance because it changed our life. We have now a good and 
sustainable entrepreneurship. Opportunities are here, in our country with our own Cacao producers.”  

St. Francis of Assisi Women’s Club Quilt Raffle March 24, 2021 
Tickets are $1 each - First Place winner gets to choose from 3 quilts (full size, baby crib or Christmas), Second Prize chooses  

between the remaining two and Third Place gets the remaining quilt.   
For more information or to purchase tickets, call Jean (509) 939-4333 or Renee (509) 995-3898.  

Please call by March 19th, Money and ticket stubs must be returned by March 23, 2021.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Morning of Prayer on Reflections  
Wednesday, April 7th 9am - 12 Noon 

St. Mary Catholic Parish 
 

More information to come soon! 




