
  

Scripture   &   Sermon   July   25,   2021   
Pastor   Kelsey   

Matthew   6:5-15   
5   “And   when   you   pray,   do   not   be   like   the   hypocrites,   for   they   love   to   pray   standing   in   the   
synagogues   and   on   the   street   corners   to   be   seen   by   others.   Truly   I   tell   you,   they   have   
received   their   reward   in   full.   6   But   when   you   pray,   go   into   your   room,   close   the   door   and   
pray   to   your   Father,   who   is   unseen.   Then   your   Father,   who   sees   what   is   done   in   secret,   
will   reward   you.   7   And   when   you   pray,   do   not   keep   on   babbling   like   pagans,   for   they   think   
they   will   be   heard   because   of   their   many   words.   8   Do   not   be   like   them,   for   your   Father   
knows   what   you   need   before   you   ask   him.   
9   “This,   then,   is   how   you   should   pray:   
“‘Our   Father   in   heaven,   
hallowed   be   your   name,   
10   your   kingdom   come,   
your   will   be   done,     

   on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.   
11   Give   us   today   our   daily   bread.   
12   And   forgive   us   our   debts,   
     as   we   also   have   forgiven   our   debtors.   
13   And   lead   us   not   into   temptation,   
     but   deliver   us   from   the   evil   one.’   
14   For   if   you   forgive   other   people   when   they   sin   against   you,   your   heavenly   Father   will   
also   forgive   you.   15   But   if   you   do   not   forgive   others   their   sins,   your   Father   will   not   
forgive   your   sins.   
  

Prayers   &   Sermon   
  

God   of   love   and   grace,   
Thank   you   for   this   time   to   be   together.   Thank   you   for   this   time   with   you.   Bless   this   time   
we   have   to   spend   with   your   Word.   Help   us   to   hear   what   you   know   we   need   to   hear,   and   
help   us   to   put   what   we   learn   about   you   and   ourselves   into   action.   In   the   name   of   the   
Son   and   Spirit,   Amen.   
  

  



  

This   week   kicks   off   a   new   sermon   series   that   I   will   introduce   today   and   continue   when   I   
am   back   from   camp   through   the   end   of   summer.   The   Lord’s   Prayer   will   be   our   focus.   I   
was   inspired   to   make   this   series   by   my   week   at   high   school   camp   earlier   this   month.   
The   theme   for   our   week   at   camp   was   the   same.   Working   on   the   programming   leading   
up   to   camp   and   experiencing   it   in   action   while   there,   I   realized   just   how   much   meaning   
is   packed   into   the   relatively   short   prayer   that   Jesus   shared   with   his   Disciples.   The   Lord’s   
Prayer   is   probably   one   of   the   main   pieces   of   texts   that   Christians   of   all   types   know   and   
use   in   some   way.   We   teach   kids   to   memorize   the   prayer   from   a   young   age   and   expect   
them   to   know   it   growing   up.   For   most   of   us   here,   we   recite   it   at   least   once   a   week   during   
worship.   Some   of   you   may   use   it   as   part   of   your   personal   devotions   or   day-to-day   
practices   and   so   are   used   to   praying   it   more   often.   Though   this   prayer   given   to   us   by   
Jesus   ought   to   be   central   to   our   spiritual   practices,   by   the   fact   that   it   is   so   often   prayed   
by   us   by   rote   memory,   it   is   easy   for   us   to   say   the   words   without   meaning   them   or   
perhaps   since   you   learned   it   as   a   child,   you’ve   never   really   thought   through   what   you   
are   praying   for   when   you   say   the   words.   We   ought   to   really   understand   what   we   are   
praying   to   God   about   and   for   when   we   pray   it   as   often   as   we   do.   Like   anything   we   do   
from   memory   and   by   ritual,   it   is   important   to   shake   it   up   and   reinvigorate   it   with   
meaning.   So,   that   is   why   we   will   be   spending   this   week   and   the   4   final   weeks   of   summer   
digging   into   the   Lord’s   Prayer   a   couple   lines   at   a   time,   hopefully   bringing   some   new   life   
to   the   old   words   and   refreshing   our   prayer   practices.    

Today   we   are   looking   at   the   introduction   to   the   prayer   through   the   first   two   lines:    “This,   
then,   is   how   you   should   pray:   “‘Our   Father   in   heaven,   hallowed   be   your   name”  

Let’s   start   at   the   beginning.   The   Disciples   had   been   spending   some   time   with   Jesus,   
following   him   as   he   heals   and   teaches   and   alongside   it   all,   prays.   They   watch   him   pray   
and   fast   for   days   and   see   the   way   he   comes   back   fulfilled.   So,   naturally,   they   wonder   
how   they   can   get   in   on   that   kind   of   prayer.   So   they   ask   Jesus,   “Teach   us   to   pray,”   and,   
like   much   of   Jesus’s   teachings,   he   doesn’t   drone   on   and   on   and   instead   gives   them   a   
compact   answer   that   packs   in   a   lot   of   intricate   meaning.   He   doesn’t   teach   them   here   
about   posture   or   prayer   formulas,   or   required   length,   but   hears   their   request   and   
immediately   responds   with,   “Pray   then   like   this…”   and   gives   them   the   words   of   the   
Lord’s   prayer.   Let’s   be   realistic,   like   many   of   Jesus’s   parables,   it   is   unlikely   the   Disciples   
immediately   understood   the   full   meaning   of   the   prayer   that   Jesus   laid   out   for   them.   But   
clearly   they   knew   how   important   the   words   must   be   as   they   remembered   them   and   
passed   them   along   so   they   came   to   be   written   down   in   the   gospels   of   Matthew   and   
Luke.   Jesus   giving   us   direct   words   instead   of   just   some   general   ideas   for   how   to   pray   is   
a   gift   to   us.   It   has   given   us   timeless   words   that   prove   to   work   universally,   for   all   kinds   of   
people   from   all   backgrounds   and   in   all   kinds   of   situations.   Though   it   may   not   be   obvious   
when   we   recite   it   from   memory,   this   prayer   speaks   beyond   superficial   or   material   things,   
instead   speaking   to   what   all   humans   have   in   common,   our   souls.   The   Hebrew   
understanding   of   soul   is   that   our   soul   is   all   of   who   we   are,   our   life   principles,   living   
being,   appetite   and   emotion,   volition,   body   and   soul.   The   Lord’s   prayer   speaks   to   our   
souls   as   in   our   whole   selves   and   persons:   our   mind,   body,   emotions,   faith,   trust,   and   
moral   behavior.   This   is   what   keeps   this   prayer   relevant   and   timeless.   Despite   some   
older   language   that   we   don’t   really   use   these   days,   it   continues   to   apply   to   our   lives.     

  



  

This   is   particularly   powerful   as   we   live   in   a   time   with   a   great   diversity   of   Christianity.   We   
live   in   a   time   with   postmodern,   post-Christendom   secularism   alongside   radical   
fundamentalism   and   practices   that   ignore   social   justice.   Jesus’s   prayer   gifts   us   with   
words   that   don’t   lean   toward   one   theological   stance   or   too   selfish   or   overly   triumphant.   It  
teaches   us   how   to   pray   for   ourselves   while   not   slipping   into   just   focusing   on   ourselves,   
but   instead   balances   praying   for   what   needs   God’s   help   in   each   of   us   and   praying   for   
the   good   of   the   greater   community   and   admitting   our   own   responsibility   in   bringing   that   
about.   When   we   pray   like   this,   as   Jesus   taught   us,   we   know   we   are   holding   onto   those   
values   that   Jesus   infused   into   his   words.     

So   let’s   start   our   meander   through   the   prayer   itself.   The   first   phrase   in   “Our   father   who   
art   in   heaven.”   Starting   with   “Our   Father”   automatically   sets   the   tone   for   how   we   should   
be   approaching   God   in   this   prayer.   Addressing   God   as   Father   indicates   a   familiarity.   We   
are   not   to   come   to   God   with   formal   distance   or   treating   the   prayer   like   some   artful   
performance.   No.   We   are   to   come   humbly   to   God,   to   our   creator   and   loving   parent,   who   
knows   us   better   than   we   do   what   it   is   we   need.   Our   prayers   to   God   are   not   meant   to   be   
shrouded   in   pretence,   but   to   be   like   restarting   a   conversation   with   someone   we   are   
close   to.   This   address   as   Father   also   is   a   stark   reminder   that   we   get   to   go   to   God   
directly.   We   do   not   have   to   go   through   a   bunch   of   administrative   assistants,   or   be   on   
call-waiting   or   just   leave   a   voicemail   to   make   it   to   the   ear   of   God   the   creator.   God   is   
always   listening   and   always   ready   to   engage   in   the   conversation   of   prayer.   Now,   this   
probably   doesn’t   seem   like   the   newest   or   craziest   idea   to   you,   and   probably   most   
Christians   today.   But,   when   the   Disciples   asked   Jesus   how   to   pray   and   he   shared   to   
pray   like   this,   and   in   the   first   words   addressed   God   as   “Our   father”   or   “Abba”   in   Greek,   
was   so   radical.   The   Disciples,   and   all   those   who   subsequently   heard   this   prayer   that   
were   raised   Jewish,   had   been   taught   to   address   God   in   quite   the   opposite   manner.   In   
the   Jewish   tradition,   the   way   to   acknowledge   how   holy   and   removed   from   our   human   
values   that   God   is,   they   do   not   say   God’s   name.   Jewish   tradition   uses   other   words   or   
names   for   God   like   Elohim   and   Adonai   but   they   would   never   pronounce   the   name   of   
God,   considering   it   blasphemy.   So,   Jesus   starting   his   prayer   with   a   warm,   familiar   
salutation   that   would   be   like   us   saying   “Hey,   Dad,”   was   a   darn   big   deal!   I’ve   gotta   say   
that   “Our   father”   now   feels   more   on   the   formal   side   based   on   how   we   speak   now.   So,   
may   we   remember   that   this   initial   greeting   for   God   is   meant   to   be   a   familiar   greeting,   
continuing   a   conversation   and   relationship   with   someone   that   we   care   about   and   know   
they   care   about   us   in   return.   It   is   important   to   acknowledge   here   that   in   recent   times,   
many   have   become   concerned   with   the   male   and   patriarchal   implications   that   come   with   
addressing   God   as   father.   I   won’t   go   into   the   ins   and   outs   of   this   argument   today.   If   this   
is   a   new   concept   to   you   and   you   are   surprised   or   confused   by   this,   please   come   and   
talk   with   me.   The   short   of   it,   is   that   for   many,   using   the   term   Father   can   make   it   hard   for   
them   to   see   past   the   imperfections   of   their   own   fathers.   The   particular   concern   is   for   
those   that   have   been   emotionally,   physically,   or   sexually   abused   by   fathers   or   father   
figures.   There   are   also   plenty   of   others   that   have   experienced   fathers   as   those   who   
have   abandoned   them   or   those   who   they   have   a   tense   or   tenuous   relationship   with.   It   is   
totally   understandable   that   for   some   addressing   God   as   Father   just   does   not   work.   The   
point   of   Jesus   starting   this   prayer   with   “Our   Father”   is   not   that   that   is   the   only   way   to   
address   God,   but   that   the   kind   of   relationship   and   approach   we   should   have   with   God   is   
one   of   familiarly,   love,   and   accessibility.   God   as   Father   is   the   image   of   perfect   

  



  

fatherhood,   the   dads   that   are   always   there   to   listen,   no   matter   the   time.   But,   if   using   the   
name   Father   is   a   roadblock   to   praying   at   all   for   you   or   anyone   you   are   praying   with,   it   is   
not   necessary   to   use   that   name.   Use   whatever   title   you   give   to   God   comfortably.   
Perhaps   that   is   to   use   the   same   model   but   instead   use   “Our   Mother.”   Or   to   stretch   
outside   of   the   directly   parental   terms,   “Our   creator”   or   simply   “Our   God”   works.   The   
important   part   is   that   we   are   not   hesitating   to   start   the   conversation   with   God.     

Now,   that   addresses   the   “Father”   part,   but   let’s   not   forget   that   in   English   it   really   starts   
with   “Our.”   The   important   piece   to   this   point   is   God   is    “Our”    father.    Our    God.   Not    MY   
father,   not   YOUR   God.   OUR   father.   God   does   not   belong   to   one   Christian,   to   one   
church,   or   to   one   denomination.   God   is   the   God   of   all   and   we   are   in   the   faith   and   our   
spiritual   walk   with   our   whole   Christian   family.   To   pray   “Our   father”   is   a   reminder   to   
ourselves   that   we   walk   alongside   our   siblings   in   prayer,   no   matter   who   they   are.     

Now,   Jesus   wanted   us   to   begin   with   familiarity   in   approaching   God,   but   this   familiarity   
does   not   remove   the   majesty   and   power   of   God.   Which   we   are   immediately   reminded   of   
as   the   prayer   continues:   “Our   father   who   art   in   heaven.”   Did   Jesus   mean   our   God   who   
sits   up   in   the   clouds   and   looks   down   from   his   literal   throne?   Or   Our   God   who   is   only   in   
this   removed   paradise?   Not   quite.   This   is   not   a   given   location   for   God   like   an   address   
label,   it   is   a   reminder   that   with   God   is   heaven.   Heaven,   the   place   we   are   promised   will   
bring   us   together   with   all   peoples   without   barriers   of   all   kinds.   Our   Father   who   is   in   the   
places   and   moments   we   are   brought   together   and   live   out   the   kingdom   (on   earth   as   it   is   
in   heaven,   teaser   for   a   few   weeks   from   now).     

So   that’s   just   the   first   6   words.   I   have   four   more   for   us   to   consider   for   today.   The   next   
piece   follows   with,   “Hallowed   be   thy   name.”   Again,   some   old   language   we   are   not   so   
used   to   using.   But   “hallowed”   isn’t   as   foreign   as   it   may   seem   as   you   pray   this   line.   I’m   
sure   you   have   probably   heard   the   term   “these   hallowed   halls”   used   about   an   college   
before.   Or   perhaps   you   have   called   some   memories   or   friendships   hallowed.   This   
phrase   is   not   as   complicated   as   it   may   seem   with   the   term   “Hallowed”   being   used.   
Hallowed   basically   just   means   holy!   As   in   special   or   different   or   respected.   The   thing  
being   hallowed   here   in   the   prayer   is   “Hallowed   by   thy   (or   your)   name,”   referencing   God,   
of   course.   Names   are   a   powerful   thing.   Names   evoke   memory   and   invite   us   to   think   of   
specific   people   and/or   our   relationship   to   them.   The   names   that   are   “Hallowed”   to   us,   
holy   to   us,   are   those   that   trigger   particularly   strong   positive   feelings.   Perhaps   joy,   peace,   
hope.   Think   for   a   second   about   the   names   of   people   in   your   life   that   just   thinking   or   
saying   their   name   fills   you   up   with   feeling.   …   For   me,   the   name   Grammy   comes   to  
mind.   It’s   not   even   the   name   on   her   birth   certificate,   but   calling   anyone   Grammy   is   
hallowed   to   me,   because   she   was   such   an   important   part   of   my   life   that   blessed   me   
greatly.   I   also   think   of   the   names   of   my   best   friends   Alyson,   Hannah,   Holly,   Maia,   or   
even   the   name   of   a   childhood   best   friend   I   don’t   really   talk   to   anymore,   Molly.   These   are   
all   people   whose   names   are   special   and   hold   a   joyful   place   in   my   heart.   They   are   
hallowed.     

There   are   plenty   of   hallowed   names   in   the   Bible.   Particularly   in   the   Bible,   someone’s   
name   was   very   important   because   it   always   tells   a   bit   about   that   person.   For   example,   
Isaac’s   name   meant   laughter   because   Abraham   and   Sarah   laughed   when   God   told   
them   they   would   birth   a   child.   Or   we   know   that   Peter’s   name   comes   from   being   called   

  



  

the   rock   that   Jesus   will   build   his   church.   If   we   see   the   names   of   humans   as   
hallowed/holy,    then   we   best   remember   that   God’s   name   is   holy.   In   the   case   of   this   
prayer,   praying   “hallowed   be   thy   name”   is   more   than   just   a   pithy   honorific   or   a   
throwaway   line   calling   God   holy.   It   holds   more   weight   than   that.   When   we   pray   this   line  
we   are   not   just   honoring   God   but   we   are   also   committing   ourselves   to   keeping   God’s   
name   holy.   In   the   ways   we   act   and   behave   as   Christians,   we   share   a   reputation   for   
Christians   and   in   tandem   God,   in   the   world.   We   have   the   power   to   make   God   look   bad   
to   others.   We   have   the   power   to   smudge   God’s   name   if   we   are   not   living   up   to   how   God   
calls   us   to   act   or   speak.   Now,   this   is   a   good   moment   to   remember   that   plenty   of   our   
Bible   heroes   were   not   perfect   at   this.   Plenty   of   people   from   the   Bible   histories   smudged   
the   name   of   God   with   how   they   behaved.   Jacob,   Moses,   David,   Peter,   all   imperfect   as   
keeping   God’s   name   holy.   We   are   not   alone   or   unforgivable   by   God   and   Christ   if   we   are   
not   perfect   in   living   out   how   God   wants   us   to.   But   the   goal   we   should   all   be   striving   
toward   is   to   not   let   God   down   and   doing   our   best   to   making   God’s   name   hallowed   in   our   
community.     

Another   piece   of   this   being   the   second   line   of   the   prayer   is   that   it   reminds   us   after   
addressing   God   and   starting   the   conversation   we   don’t   immediate   screech   into   praying   
for   what   we   need   and   want.   Instead,   the   first   thing   we   pray   about   is   focusing   on   
thanking   God   for   who   God   is,   enjoying   being   with   God,   and   recognizing   God’s   blessings   
for   all.   Which   is   a   good   reminder.   Though   we   contribute   to   keeping   God’s   name   holy   
among   humans,   it   is   not   us   that   makes   God’s   name   holy.   That   is   all   God.   God   is   holy   
and   always   is   holy   and   it   is   God   working   through   us   that   reflects   God’s   holiness   to   
others.   We   are   bearers   of   God’s   holy   image.   We   accept   God   into   our   hearts   and   lives   to   
work   through   us   and   that   is   how   we   respect   God’s   holiness   in   how   we   live   our   lives.   It   is   
then   through   God’s   holy,   hallowed   name,   that   we   are   sanctified,   we   are   made   better,   
and   as   we   become   the   loving   presence   of   God   for   others,   the   more   holy   we   are   and   the   
more   we   can   also   point   to   peace,   joy,   and   hope.   And   then   in   return   the   more   we   are   
making   God’s   name   holy.     

As   I   reflect   on   these   first   lines   of   the   prayer,   two   pieces   of   scripture   came   to   mind   and   
seem   to   bring   some   more   poetic   depth   to   these   first   couple   lines.     

Psalm   100:   1-5   

1   Make   a   joyful   noise   to   the   Lord,   all   the   earth.   
2       Worship   the   Lord   with   gladness;   
     come   into   his   presence   with   singing.   
3   Know   that   the   Lord   is   God.   
     It   is   he   that   made   us,   and   we   are   his;   
     we   are   his   people,   and   the   sheep   of   his   pasture.   
4   Enter   his   gates   with   thanksgiving,   
     and   his   courts   with   praise.   
     Give   thanks   to   him,   bless   his   name.   
5   For   the   Lord   is   good;   
     his   steadfast   love   endures   forever,   
     and   his   faithfulness   to   all   generations.   

  

  



  

And   Ephesians   2:19-22   

19   So   then   you   are   no   longer   strangers   and   aliens,   but   you   are   citizens   with   the   
saints   and   also   members   of   the   household   of   God,   20   built   upon   the   foundation   
of   the   apostles   and   prophets,   with   Christ   Jesus   himself   as   the   cornerstone.   21   In   
him   the   whole   structure   is   joined   together   and   grows   into   a   holy   temple   in   the   
Lord;   22   in   whom   you   also   are   built   together   spiritually   into   a   dwelling   place   for   
God.   

May   we   go   forth   knowing   that   God   is   always   listening   and   always   approachable.   May   
we   remember   that   we   are   in   this   faith   together   with   all   our   siblings   in   Christ.   May   we   go   
forth   and   live   like   God   calls   us   and   teaches   us   to   live   so   that   we   reflect   God’s   holiness   
wherever   we   go.     

As   we   end   this   time   in   the   Word,   I   share   with   you   a   translation   or   transliteration   that   
sticks   as   closely   to   the   original   aramaic   meaning   as   English   can.   Aramaic   was   the   
language   that   Jesus   was   likely   to   have   been   speaking   in   when   he   was   talking   with   the   
Disciples.   Throughout   this   series   I   will   be   sharing   with   you   various   versions   of   the   Lord’s   
Prayer,   that   bring   some   new   perspective   and   new   life   to   those   ancient   words.   Today,   let   
us   hear   it   in   as   close   as   we   can   to   Aramaic   as   we   can.     

Let   us   pray.     

Oh   Thou,   from   whom   the   breath   of   life   comes,   

who   fills   all   realms   of   sound,   light   and   vibration.   

May   Your   light   be   experienced   in   my   utmost   holiest.   

Your   Heavenly   Domain   approaches.   

Let   Your   will   come   true   -   in   the   universe   (all   that   vibrates)   just   as   on   earth   

(that   is   material   and   dense).   

Give   us   wisdom   (understanding,   assistance)   for   our   daily   need,   

detach   the   fetters   of   faults   that   bind   us,   (karma)   like   we   let   go   the   guilt   of   

others.   

Let   us   not   be   lost   in   superficial   things   (materialism,   common   temptations),   

but   let   us   be   freed   from   that   what   keeps   us   off   from   our   true   purpose.   

From   You   comes   the   all-working   will,   the   lively   strength   to   act,   the   song   that   

beautifies   all   and   renews   itself   from   age   to   age.  

Sealed   in   trust,   faith   and   truth.   (I   confirm   with   my   entire   being).   Amen.     

  

  



  

  

  


