
  

Scripture   &   Sermon   August   15,   2021   
Pastor   Kelsey   

Micah   6:6-8   
6   “With   what   shall   I   come   before   the   Lord,   
     and   bow   myself   before   God   on   high?   
Shall   I   come   before   him   with   burnt   offerings,   
     with   calves   a   year   old?   
7   Will   the   Lord   be   pleased   with   thousands   of   rams,  
     with   ten   thousands   of   rivers   of   oil?   
Shall   I   give   my   firstborn   for   my   transgression,   
     the   fruit   of   my   body   for   the   sin   of   my   soul?”   
8   He   has   told   you,   O   mortal,   what   is   good;   
     and   what   does   the   Lord   require   of   you   
but   to   do   justice,   and   to   love   kindness,   
     and   to   walk   humbly   with   your   God?   
  

Prayers   &   Sermon   
  

God   of   love   and   grace,   
Thank   you   for   this   time   to   be   together.   Thank   you   for   this   time   with   you.   Bless   this   time   
we   have   to   spend   with   your   Word.   Help   us   to   hear   what   you   know   we   need   to   hear,   and   
help   us   to   put   what   we   learn   about   you   and   ourselves   into   action.   In   the   name   of   the   
Son   and   Spirit,   Amen.   
  

We   are   back   with   our   Lord’s   Prayer   series!   I   hope   the   two   week   interlude   has   blessed   
you   with   a   couple   of   different   voices   that   shared   about   God   in   a   refreshing   way   that   was   
good   for   your   soul.   I   so   loved   my   two   weeks   up   at   camp.   Honestly,   there   is   no   better   
place   to   have   been   before   preaching   about   this   second   line   of   the   Lord’s   prayer.   “Thy   
kingdom   come,   thy   will   be   done,   on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.”   But   before   I   dive   into   his   
next   line,   since   it   has   been   a   couple   weeks,   I   figure   we   ought   to   spend   a   moment   
reviewing   what   we   talked   about   with   week   one:   Our   Father   who   art   in   heaven,   hallowed   
be   thy   name.   We   broke   up   that   first   line   into   3   phrases,   each   containing   a   ton   of   
meaning.   These   are   just   the   main   highlights.   Greeting   God   with   "Our   Father"   is   meant   to   

  



  

be   a   familiar   greeting   for   our   God   who   is   always   listening   and   always   approachable.   
This   opening   invites   us   to   come   to   God   with   familiarity   and   whatever   title   makes   us   feel   
comfortable   chatting   with   God.   Surrounding   the   title,   Father,   we   identity   God   as   OUR   
(not   my)   and   recognize   God   being   in   heaven.   This   part   of   the   address   reminds   us   that   
we   are   not   alone   in   this   faith   thing   and   that   God   brings   Heaven   among   us.   The   last   part   
of   this   line   declares,   Hallowed   by   thy   name,   a   reminder   that   God   is   holy   and   that   we   
should   reflect   God's   holiness   (good   name)   wherever   we   go.     

That   brings   us   to   this   second   line!   Another   collection   of   short   phrases   that   burst   with   
significance.   This   line   starts   with   another   one   of   those   words   in   the   English   language   
that   we   probably   only   use   when   we   say   this   prayer:   Thy.   I   am   guessing   it   is   not   a   
surprise   that   this   is   just   an   old   and   fancy   way   to   say   your.   While   we   must   remember   that   
God   is   OURS,   we   are   immediately   reminded   with   this   line   that   the   Kingdom   and   the   will   
that   we   should   be   asking   for   are   God’s,   not   our   own.   We   don’t   pray   my   kingdom   come,   
my   will   be   done.   Now,   that   sounds   simple   and   obvious,   but   it   is   a   powerful   distinction   
that   when   we   pray   it   like   we   mean   it,   we   are   centering   God   in   the   throne,   in   the   power   
seat,   in   our   life.   The   simple   “thy”   distinguishes   that   we   need   to   remove   oursevles   from   
the   throne   and   invite   god   to   reform   and   transform   our   egos.   It   prompts   us   to   ask   
ourselves   the   question:   Does   this   seek   the   kingdom   of   God   or   my   own?   That   one   word   
speaks   to   the   greater   value   in   Christianity   of   centering   God   instead   our   our   own   wants   
and   desires.   When   we   center   God   and   live   into   God   being   the   one   on   the   throne,   we   
should   be   seeking   God’s   kingdom   and   not   our   own   glory.   We   do   this   in   the   way   we   live   
our   lives,   in   the   things   we   buy,   the   way   we   think   about   our   careers,   and   especially   in   the   
ways   we   treat   our   neighbors.   From   this   first   word   of   the   second   line,   we   are   tossing   
aside   selfishness   and   reorienting   ourseves   from   ourselves   and   our   petty   worries,   toward   
God.     

Now   what   is   God’s   that   we   are   praying   for   first?   God’s   kingdom!   That   word,   Kingdom,   
makes   us   think   of   all   sorts   of   kinds   of   kingdoms.   Fantasy   kingdoms   like   in   Disney   
movies,   or   historical   kingdoms.   A   kingdom   implies   someplace   ruled   by   a   monarchy   or   
some   type   of   single   authority.   To   our   American   ears,   the   idea   of   a   kingdom   can   feel   bad   
as   it   is   not   like   our   democratic   system   we   tend   ot   be   pretty   fond   of.   So,   the   word   
Kingdom   can   bring   some   different   meaning   to   each   of   us   depending   on   what   examples   
of   a   kingdom   come   to   mind.   It   is   important   to   remember   in   the   face   of   that,   that   
Kingdoms   are   not   inherently   good   or   bad,   but   that   fully   depends   on   who   is   in   power.   If   
you   realize   you   have   a   negative   image   of   Kingdoms   in   your   mind,   it   is   especially   
important   to   remember   that   first   “thy”   part.   We   are   praying   for   God’s   kingdom,   the   
kingdom   that   centers   God   as   the   one   with   all   the   power.   Another   aspect   of   God’s   
kingdom   that   is   important   to   remember,   is   that   unlike   earthly   kingdoms,   God’s   kingdom   
is   not   a   place,   but   a   condition   or   way   of   life.   God’s   kingdom   is   present   wherever   and   
whenever   God’s   will   is   being   done   on   earth.   So   that   sounds   nice,   but   what   does   that   
mean   in   practice?   Where   is   God’s   will   being   done   so   God’s   kingdom   is   present?   
Scripture   gives   us   a   lot   of   important   pointers   to   where   we   can   look.   The   Gospel   of   
Matthew   gives   us   a   couple   of   fairly   direct   ideas   from   Jesus.   Early   in   Matthew,   we   hear   of   
Jesus’s   sermon   on   the   mount   that   is   full   of   Jesus’s   advice   on   how   to   live   righteously.   In   
chapter   5,   Jesus   shares   what   we   call   the   beatitudes:     

  



  

3   “Blessed   are   the   poor   in   spirit,   for   theirs   is   the   kingdom   of   heaven.   
4   “Blessed   are   those   who   mourn,   for   they   will   be   comforted.   
5   “Blessed   are   the   meek,   for   they   will   inherit   the   earth.  
6   “Blessed   are   those   who   hunger   and   thirst   for   righteousness,   for   they   will   be   
filled.   
7   “Blessed   are   the   merciful,   for   they   will   receive   mercy.   
8   “Blessed   are   the   pure   in   heart,   for   they   will   see   God.   
9   “Blessed   are   the   peacemakers,   for   they   will   be   called   children   of   God.   
10   “Blessed   are   those   who   are   persecuted   for   righteousness’   sake,   for   theirs   is   
the   kingdom   of   heaven.   
11   “Blessed   are   you   when   people   revile   you   and   persecute   you   and   utter   all   kinds   
of   evil   against   you   falsely   on   my   account.   12   Rejoice   and   be   glad,   for   your   reward   
is   great   in   heaven,   for   in   the   same   way   they   persecuted   the   prophets   who   were   
before   you.   

When   we   act   out   of   these   attitudes   and   values   we   build   the   kingdom   of   God   around   us.     

Matthew   25   gives   us   some   actions   we   should   focus   on   doing   to   bring   about   the   kingdom   
among   us.   Matthew   25:34-46   records   one   of   Jesus’s   parables,   this   one   about   the   King   
who   tells   some   of   his   people   that   they   inherit   the   kingdom   because,   as   the   text   says,   
“for   I   was   hungry   and   you   gave   me   food,   I   was   thirsty   and   you   gave   me   something   to   
drink,   I   was   a   stranger   and   you   welcomed   me,   36   I   was   naked   and   you   gave   me   
clothing,   I   was   sick   and   you   took   care   of   me,   I   was   in   prison   and   you   visited   me.”   
Naturally   those   the   King   speaks   to   are   confused   because   they   didn’t   do   all   that   for   him.   
The   king   responds   with,   “Truly   I   tell   you,   just   as   you   did   it   to   one   of   the   least   of   these   
who   are   members   of   my   family,   you   did   it   to   me.”     

Just   from   those   two   passages   we   are   reminded   that   the   kingdom   is   among   us   when   we   
live   out   God’s   values   in   our   hearts   and   our   actions.   We   aren’t   going   to   find   it   in   fame   and   
fortune   or   in   worldly   delights.   Nor   will   we   find   it   by   completely   removing   ourselves   from   
the   world   and   worldly   things.   This   is   a   good   moment   to   also   remember   that   because   
God’s   Kingdom   is   not   a   place,   it   is   not   static,   or   is   not   always   present   in   the   same   
places   or   in   the   same   ways.   The   Kingdom   is   here   already   and   always   coming.   We   need   
to   keep   praying   for   God’s   kingdom   to   come   because   we   want   it   to   keep   coming   around   
us   and   we   want   to   become   more   aware   of   it   around   us.   The   Kingdom   is   often   here   and   
coming   in   ways   that   we   aren’t   immediately   aware   of   or   maybe   only   realize   in   hindsight.   
When   we   think   of   the   kingdom   this   way,   praying   “thy   kingdom   come”   means   recognizing   
God   already   brings   and   asking   God   to   bring   more   justice,   peace,   reconciliation,   and  
hope   in   ways   that   often   transcend   our   abilities   to   comprehend   it.   We   pray   “thy   kingdom   
come”   to   ask   God   to   help   us   find   the   kingdom   around   us.   We   must   put   on   “kingdom”   
lenses   that   help   us   see   God   moving   and   transforming   all   creation.     

The   last   part   of   this   first   phrase   is   come.   Thy   Kingdom   COME.   This   verb   on   the   end   is   
what   pulls   this   part   of   the   prayer   from   just   asking   God   to   help   us   see   the   kingdom,   into   
the   practical.   Praying   thy   kingdom   COME   means   we   participate   in   the   coming   of   God’s   
kingdom.   Seeing   God   moving   in   the   world   is   important,   but   we   shouldn’t   get   complacent   
and   lazy,   willing   to   leave   it   all   to   God   to   take   care   of   alone.   Thy   kingdom   come   equally   
asks   God   to   bring   it   about,   help   us   see   it,   and   acts   as   our   commitment   to   helping   make   

  



  

it   be   so.   Perhaps   an   easy   way   to   think   about   it   is   as   saying,   “Thy   kingdom   come   through   
me.”   Help   me   see   the   kingdom   taking   root   in   myself   and   let   the   kingdom   come   to   be   
through   me.   May   we   see   our   personal   responsibility   for   making   this   happen   before   we   
look   to   how   to   the   kingdom   is   coming   to   be   through   others.   Luke   17:20-21   speaks   to   
this.   The   Pharisees   asked   Jesus,   “When   will   the   kingdom   come?”   He   said,   “You   cannot   
tell   by   observation   when   the   kingdom   of   God   comes.   There   will   be   no   saying,   ‘Look,   
here   it   is!’   of   ‘There   is   it!’   for   in   fact   the   kingdom   of   God   is   within   you.”   The   kingdom   
comes   about   with   each   of   us   and   how   we   are   living   our   lives.   The   kingdom   is   personal   
for   each   of   us   before   it   is   global   because   being   part   of   God’s   kingdom   requires   us   to   
commit   our   will,   heart   and   lives   to   it.     

The   kingdom   coming   is   so   dependent   on   us   living   out   how   God   wants   us   to   live,   so   it   is   
only   fitting   that   it   is   followed   by   the   second   phrase   of   this   second   live:   Thy   Will   be   Done.   
As   with   the   kingdom,   it   is   easy   for   us   to   get   stuck   in   our   day-to-day   lives   on   our   own   
wills,   on   my   will   instead   of   thy   will.   This   line   is   important   because   it   reminds   us   living   out   
God’s   Kingdom   requires   us   to   put   our   ideas   of   how   to   live   second   to   God’s.   Once   again,   
this   short   phrase   sounds   a   lot   more   simple   on   the   surface   until   we   start   to   think   about   
what   it   means   and   how   we   put   it   into   practice.   Some   say   that   this   short   phrase,   “Thy   will   
be   done”   is   one   of   the   hardest   parts   of   the   prayer   because   the   truth   is,   it   is   nearly   
impossible   for   us   to   figure   out   exactly   and   for   sure   what   God’s   will   is.   We   can’t   know   for   
sure   until   we   are   fully   in   God’s   presence.   This   struggle   is   not   helped   by   how   many   
people   love   to   label   things   as   God’s   will   without   knowing   for   sure,   but   it   makes   them   feel   
better   to   think   of   it   as   part   of   God’s   plan.   Think   of   how   some   people   respond   to   awful   
tragedies   or   disasters.   There   were   people   saying   it   was   God’s   will   that   Hurricane   
Katrina   happened   or   the   Holocaust   happened.   The   fact   that   anyone   can   label   anything   
as   God’s   will   makes   it   a   lot   more   confusing   when   we   try   to   figure   out   the   specifics   for   
ourselves.   That   said,   we   do   have   some   general   guidelines   we   can   consider   based   on   
scripture:   God   wants   us   to   live   moral   and   upright   lives.   God   wants   us   to   take   care   of   the   
“the   least   of   these.”   God   wants   us   to   help   bring   justice   to   the   earth.    God   does   not   cause   
attacks   on   nations   or   tragedies,   but   does   allow   them.   God   did   warn   the   people   against   
demise.   God   works   things   for   good.   God   is   always   “for”   us.   That   gives   us   some   idea   for   
the   God   side,   but   what   about   our   side   of   following   God’s   will   or   acting   on   it?   Micah   6:8   is   
a   verse   that   gives   us   a   fairly   direct   answer.   It   is   the   scripture   we   read   together   today.   
Leading   up   to   verse   8,   we   hear   the   people   ask   God,   6   “With   what   shall   I   come   before   
the   Lord,/   and   bow   myself   before   God   on   high?   /   Shall   I   come   before   him   with   burnt   
offerings,   /   with   calves   a   year   old?   /   7   Will   the   Lord   be   pleased   with   thousands   of   rams,   /   
with   ten   thousands   of   rivers   of   oil?   /   Shall   I   give   my   firstborn   for   my   transgression,   /   
the   fruit   of   my   body   for   the   sin   of   my   soul?”   Basically,   how   do   I   please   God   and   make   
God   happy   with   me?   What   about   all   these   traditional   sacrifices   or   expensive   things?   
God   responds   through   the   prophet   Micah,    “He   has   told   you,   O   mortal,   what   is   good;   /   
and   what   does   the   Lord   require   of   you   /   but   to   do   justice,   and   to   love   kindness,   /   and   to   
walk   humbly   with   your   God?”   God’s   will   for   how   we   live   out   our   faith   is   not   about   
material   or   self-centered   things,   but   is   to   do   justice,   love   kindness,   and   walk   humbly   with   
your   God.   All   three   of   those   are   actions,   but   the   first   two   are   about   how   we   treat   others   
and   how   we   live   our   lives,   the   last   is   a   reminder   similar   to   those   shared   in   the   Lord’s   
prayer   so   far,   that   walking   with   God   requires   us   to   humble   ourselves   and   recognize   that   
we   are   not   the   wisest   or   most   powerful.   That   points   to   another   important   side   of   praying   

  



  

“thy   will   be   done”   is   we   are   telling   God   we   trust   God’s   guidance   for   our   lives   and   believe   
that   God’s   will   is   the   way   to   go   no   matter   how   unexpected   or   surprising   it   is.   Praying   “thy   
will   be   done”   is   a   reminder   to   put   our   trust   in   God’s   will   and   to   pay   attention   for   where   
God’s   will   is   being   revealed   to   us.   Often,   the   way   we   will   get   an   idea   for   where   God’s   will   
is   leading   us   in   through   a   nudge   in   a   better   direction   or   needed   push   back   against   
something   that   wasn’t   good   for   us.   “Thy   will   be   done”   recognizes   that   God   is   present   in   
our   lives   and   trying   to   get   our   attention   for   where   to   go   next.   “Thy   will   be   done”   means   
we   put   our   whole   trust   in   God   and   take   responsibility   over   the   choices   we   have   with   our   
free   will   to   maneuver   life   on   our   own.   Living   in   the   will   of   God   looks   like   faithfulness   and   
perseverance   in   our   pilgrimage,   being   content   in   the   journey   God   has   us   on   rather   than   
the   paths   society   or   peer   pressure   would   put   us   on.   When   we   focus   our   lives   on   God’s   
will   instead   of   anyone   else’s   we   will   have   a   center   on   which   we   can   organize   ourselves   
and   build   a   fulfilling   life   off   of.   Ultimately,   the   will   is   God’s,   but   as   with   the   kingdom,   
God’s   will   comes   into   the   world   through   us   who   live   into   it.   

This   leaves   us   with   the   final   part   of   this   line:   On   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.   Or,   to   literally   
translate   from   the   Greek,   “as   in   heaven   so   also   on   earth.”   The   biggest   thing   to   unpack  
with   this   part   is   to   clarify   what   Jesus   meant   by   heaven   here.   This   phrase   is   telling   us   
that   we   don’t   have   to   wait   until   we   die   to   get   glimpses   of   heaven,   but   we   can   experience   
it   here   and   now.   Heaven   is   more   than   just   an   attitude   shift   or   a   single   mountaintop   
experience,   or   particularly   strong   moment   of   feeling   God,   or   a   beautiful   landscape.   
Jesus   bringing   us   this   line   tells   us   that   heaven   is   breaking   in   to   our   existence   on   earth,   
peacefully   and   gradually.   Jesus   praying   this   line   is   not   a   promise   that   it   WILL   come,   but   
a   proclamation   that   it   already   is.   We   know,   because   Jesus   is   the   proof,   the   embodiment   
of   God   on   earth   is   the   inbreaking   of   heaven   on   earth.   Theologian   William   Willimon   
concluded   that   heaven   is   wherever   we   find   God   with   us   and   ourselves   with   God.   
Confucius   concluded   that,   “Heaven   means   to   be   one   with   God.”   Heaven   coming   to   
earth   is   less   about   a   specific   location,   but   as   with   the   kingdom,   it   is   all   around   and   
among   us,   as   God   is.   The   reality   is   though   that   we   often   don’t   see   or   aren’t   part   of   
Heaven   on   earth   because   we   keep   too   busy   or   distracted   to   look.   As   with   the   kingdom   
and   God’s   will,   we   must   keep   aware   to   see   it   and   experience   it.   But   no   matter   if   you   are   
currently   feeling   it,   Jesus   including   this   line   in   the   prayer,   “Thy   kingdom   come,   thy   will   be   
done,   as   it   is   in   heaven   so   also   on   earth,”   is   a   claim   that   things   truly   can   get   better   in   our  
world   and   our   lives   because   heaven   is   coming   upon   us   even   now.   I   appreciated   this   
quote   from   theologian   Bob   Lively   on   this   line:     

“Every   time   we   beseech   God   in   seven   words   requesting   that   heaven   be   brought   
to   earth,   we’re   praying   for   a   revolution   where   love   overthrows   the   long,   sad   reign   
of   fear   and   drags   the   demons   of   selfishness   kicking   and   screaming   into   the   light   
of   a   new   day.   Consequently,   we’d   best   be   certain   we   mean   it   before   we   say,   ‘on   
earth   as   it   is   in   heaven,’   because   every   time   we   speak   these   words,   we   are   
asking   God   to   turn   everything   upside   down   and   inside   out,   including   us.”   

It   is   important   for   us   all   to   live   into   our   part   in   helping   God’s   kingdom   come,   and   God’s   
will   be   done,   and   wanting   earth   to   be   as   it   is   in   heaven.     

That   said,   as   much   as   this   line   is   a   prayer   and   direction   for   how   we   should   live,   it   also   
acts   as   a   promise   from   Jesus   that   he   is   with   us,   working   alongside   us   knocking   down   

  



  

the   things   that   are   keeping   us   from   joining   in   the   kingdom   and   experiencing   the   joy   and   
peace   of   the   taste   of   eternal   life   in   heaven   on   earth.   We   must   open   our   hearts   and   
minds   to   God’s   presence   among   us   and   be   open   to   how   God   intends   to   use   us   every   
day.   God   has   the   door   open   to   not   only   invite   us   in   to   experience   God’s   kingdom,   God’s   
will,   and   ultimately   heaven   on   earth,   but   shares   with   us   the   privilege   of   making   it   come   
to   fruition   through   us   and   among   others.   

We   don’t   have   to   be   the   best   at   it   right   away   or   all   the   time,   but   may   we   all   listen   for   the   
ways   that   God   is   calling   us   through   that   open   door   and   have   the   courage   to   live   it   out.   
And   may   we   notice   as   it   happens   among   our   church   family   and   in   our   community.     

  

One   of   the   ways   we   can   live   into   God’s   kingdom   instead   of   the   kingdoms   of   this   world   is   
to   recognize   the   beauty   and   diversity   of   God’s   creation   and   remember   that   we   are   all   
part   of   God’s   Kingdom   together.   We   are   making   Heaven   on   earth   when   we   come   
together   across   boundaries   and   differences   and   celebrate   God   together.   One   of   the   
ways   we   can   do   that   is   to   remember   that   God   speaks   all   languages   and   the   family   of   
God   is   all   over   the   world.   To   do   that   in   a   small   way   today,   for   our   Lord’s   prayer   variation   
today,   I   am   going   to   pray   the   Lord’s   prayer   in   spanish.   I   will   do   it   once   all   in   Spanish   and   
then   again   inserting   the   english   translation.   Join   me   in   an   attitude   of   prayer   and   listen   
for   the   ways   that   the   spirit   of   the   prayer   still   feels   the   same.     

  

Padre   nuestro,   

que   estás   en   el   cielo.   

Santificado   sea   tu   nombre.   

Venga   tu   reino.   

Hágase   tu   voluntad   en   la   tierra   como   en   el   cielo.   

Danos   hoy   nuestro   pan   de   cada   día.   

Perdona   nuestras   ofensas,   

como   también   nosotros   perdonamos   a   los   que   nos   ofenden.   

No   nos   dejes   caer   en   tentación   y   líbranos   del   mal.   

Amén.   

  

  

Padre   nuestro   que   estás   en   los   cielos,     

santificado   sea   tu   nombre,   

Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   

hallowed   be   thy   name,   



  

  

  

venga   tu   reyno,   

hagase   tu   voluntad,   

asì   en   la   tierra   como   en   el   cielo.   

Danos   hoy   nuestro   pan   cotidiano,   

Y   perdónanos   nuestras   deudas,   

asì   como   nosotros   perdonamos   á   
nuestros   deudores.   

Y   no   nos   metas   en   tentación,   

mas   líbranos   de   mal.   

Amén.   

thy   kingdom   come,   

thy   will   be   done,   

on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.   

Give   us   this   day,   our   daily   bread,   

and   forgive   us   our   trespasses   

as   we   forgive   those   who   trespass   against   
us.   

And   lead   us   not   into   temptation,   

but   deliver   us   from   evil.   

Amen.   


