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 James 1:12-16  NRSV 
 12 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood the test and will 
 receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 13 No one, 
 when tempted, should say, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by 
 evil and he himself tempts no one. 14 But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being 
 lured and enticed by it; 15 then, when that desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, 
 and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death. 16 Do not be deceived, my 
 beloved. 

 Prayers & Sermon 

 God of grace and mercy, 
 Thank you for this time to be together. Thank you for this time with you. Bless this time 
 we have to spend with your Word. Help us to hear what you know we need to hear, and 
 help us to put what we learn about you and ourselves into action. In the name of the 
 Son and Spirit, Amen. 

 Ahhhh the great forgiveness and grace of God is just so wonderful. How nice it is to 
 bask in God’s forgiveness. Well, I hate to break it to you, but Jesus doesn’t leave us 
 there. The other shoe has to drop. Jesus knows us too well! Jesus knows how easy it is 
 for us to slip into old ways and previous mistakes, how hard it is to break habits. We 
 aren’t so good at being forgiven and then only staying on the right track for the rest of 
 our lives. Alas, we are on a lifelong journey with God and Jesus knows that there will be 
 plenty of moments that we will be tempted and tested along the way. We know that it will 
 happen for us and that Jesus understands what we are dealing with as we hear in 
 scripture that even Jesus was tempted and tested along his journey. Now, Jesus never 
 gave into the temptation, but he knows how sweet it can sound and how easy it would 
 be for us who are not perfect to be led astray. It is as it says in Hebrew 2:18,  “Because 
 he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able  to help those who are being 
 tested.” 



 We should talk for a moment about where this temptation is coming from. This has been 
 a topic of discussion among Christian leaders in more recent years. You may have 
 heard in 2019 that the pope approved a change to the wording of the prayer in 
 translations to better reflect the intent of the words. The pope and a greater group of 
 Catholic leaders approved shifting this phrase from “Lead us not into temptation” to “Do 
 not let us fall into temptation.” The pope explained the change with this, “It is not a good 
 translation because it speaks of a God who induces temptation. I am the one who falls. 
 It’s not him pushing me into temptation to then see how I have fallen. A father doesn’t 
 do that; a father helps you to get up immediately.” Now, this change by the pope does 
 not mean that every Christian needs to change how we say it. But the Pope is pointing 
 out an important part of how we should understand this line of the prayer. The line is not 
 super specific about who is doing the tempting and so since we are asking God to lead 
 us NOT into temptation it is a logical conclusion that it would be God leading us either 
 way and we are asking for God to lead us away from temptation. But, we know our God 
 is a God of goodness and love. Our scripture for this morning from James 1 speaks 
 directly to this question; verses 13 and 14 says, “13 No one, when tempted, should say, 
 “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts 
 no one. 14 But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and enticed by it.” God 
 does not tempt us, the temptation comes from within us and from the things of this 
 world. Lutheran clergyman Oswald Hoffman puts it this way: “God is not the enemy, 
 [God is] not forever trying to trick people into making a misstep.” 

 So the temptation is not coming from God, but from our own and the world’s desires. 
 What temptation is and looks like gets a bit complex. The simple examples of 
 temptation are things like chocolate cake for someone on a diet or someone with 
 diabetes or even alcohol for an alcoholic. Yes, those things are temptations and are 
 important to avoid for those that would be harmed by partaking. But, Jesus isn’t just 
 modeling for us to pray to God to keep us away from that chocolate cake or that next 
 frivolous purchase. We are praying for help in avoiding the situations that get us in 
 trouble, harm us or others, or lead to us falling into temptation. It goes hand in hand with 
 the final phrase, “deliver us from evil.” Lead us away from temptation and save us from 
 the evil that we participate in and promote. 

 When we pray this line, asking for God to lead us away from the tempting situations and 
 deliver us from evil is so important because temptation and evil can be quite tricksy. It is 
 very easy to fall into temptation because we often have a hard time discerning what is 
 the good choice. Life is full of so many choices and so often the options we see at hand 
 are not 100% good or 100% bad. The gray area makes it harder to make choices but it 
 also affects our ability to hear when our morals and ethics bells are ringing. We become 
 numb to and deaf to warning bells that the way we are going is not supporting 
 righteousness and God’s way. The dampening of our conscience is also not helped by 
 how much we are affected by what those around us are doing. How often do we default 
 to the excuse that  “Everybody is doing it?” Our culture and society pushes us toward 
 maintaining the status quo, no matter how good that status quo actually is. We stay so 
 busy and have so much going on that we often don’t give ourselves time to think 
 through our decisions and the consequences or impact they  have. 



 This side of temptation, the stuff we do and are part of that we don’t even think about, is 
 all around us. It always has been, but as our world has become more globalized the 
 effects of the choices we make and the collective efforts we contribute to have a much 
 wider impact. When we pray “Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil,” we 
 are asking for God to open our eyes to the temptations that go by us unrecognized or 
 that are disguised to look better than they are or that we make excuses for but yet they 
 turn us away from what God wants and how God wants our communities and world to 
 be. 

 The reality is, that we are surrounded by temptations and the consequences of all of us 
 living into temptations, evil. We all surely own many objects that we have zero need for 
 but wanted and so spent our money on it instead of putting it to something more 
 constructive and positive in the world. All of us with a smartphone have given into 
 temptation to keep up with technology and have the ease of communication and 
 entertainment. But our technology like smartphones has a major impact on the global 
 community. The mining for the metals that make up the major components is 
 responsible for plenty of ecological devastation in the Peruvian Amazon and Indonesian 
 islands. The factories that put our phones and laptops together expose workers to toxic 
 chemicals and overwork employees to the point of the factories installing suicide nets to 
 address the high suicide rates. There are plenty of other things that we buy and take 
 part in that have similar dubious backstories. You can watch any number of 
 documentaries to learn about them. Now, we could all watch all the documentaries and 
 learn about all of the awful things that our society maintains as the status quo and we 
 take part in, and yes, committing to learning where we can do better and acting on it is 
 important. BUT, the reality is that the way things are in our world, in our country, the only 
 way to fully disconnect from all of those temptations and evil and only participate in 
 wholly good things would be to live completely off the grid and basically as a hermit. 
 Well, that just isn’t helpful either. It would take away the bad things we contribute, but it 
 would also take away our power to do anything about the bad things. If we completely 
 separate ourselves from the world, then we can make no difference in the world. So, we 
 are called to make the best path among it all, to listen to where God is guiding us away 
 from temptations and toward kingdom building things. We will never be free of 
 temptation, but we can use our time in our life journey to grow toward the good. The 
 flipside of “Lead us not into temptation,” is “Lead us in the paths of truth and peace and 
 joy and harmony. Bring us into your pathway and show us the way.”  Similarly, the 
 flipside of deliver us from evil is something like “God, give us the wisdom to discern the 
 good from the bad and the courage to change what needs to be changed.” 

 When we pray these serious closing lines to the Lord’s prayer, we are reminded of the 
 dark possibilities. But these lines still speak to hope. We aren’t praying them in lament 
 or succumbing to their inevitability, we pray these lines in tandem with the previous 
 prayer of “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” We pray this final line not in fear of evil, 
 but with trust that God is stronger than the powers of destruction and annihilation. 
 Jesus’s death and resurrection promises us that evil does not have the last word. We 
 pray these lines in trust that Christ and the Holy Spirit help us set up “systems of 
 goodness” instead of systems of evil. We trust that as we pray again for the collective 
 instead of just ourselves that we get to be part of God’s work to deliver others from evil. 



 This line is the promise to us on our darkest day, on the day we have messed up the 
 most or we are feeling the weight of temptation and evil, or we have a realization about 
 some harm that we caused that God is with us still and is ready and willing to lead us 
 toward good instead. And it is with those promises in mind that we close the prayer with 
 “for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.” We pray all these things 
 and ask for God’s help with sustaining us, forgiving us and others, leading us from 
 temptation and delivering us from evil because we know and trust that God is above all 
 else, that God’s power is greater than any other, and that God is the one with the glory 
 forever. Amen. 

 Let us pray. 

 Paraphrased by Sarah Dylan Breuer 

 Loving Creator we honor you, 

 and we honor all that you have made. 

 Renew the whole world in the image of your love. 

 Give us what we need for today, 

 and a hunger to see the whole world fed. 

 Strengthen us for what lies ahead; 

 heal us from the hurts of the past; 

 give us courage to follow your call in this moment. 

 For your love is the only power, the only home, the only honor we need, in this world 
 and in the world to come. 

 Amen. 


