
Happy Easter! To emphasize and underscore
how important this day is for us, St. Paul’s letter
to the Corinthians couldn’t express it better
when he said, “If Christ has not been raised,
then empty is our preaching; empty, too, our
faith. If Christ has not been raised, our faith is in
vain.” In trying to grasp and understand why the 
(continued) 
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resurrection of Jesus is considered to be the
most central and most important article of
our Catholic faith, it would be helpful to
look at the scenario, the circumstances
surrounding the resurrection, and the
personalities of those who first witnessed
the resurrection of Jesus. 

It’s quite interesting that the first messenger
of the resurrection, the very first one who
announced that Jesus was no longer in the
tomb, was Mary of Magdala. In the
Scriptures, Mary of Magdala is referred to as
the woman who was possessed with seven
demons; she was also referred to in other
biblical references as a prostitute, a scarlet
woman, but eventually turned to the Lord
for forgiveness and was purified. Her
experience of conversion was so powerful
that after Christ purified her she became a
disciple and was present in the most
difficult points of Jesus’ life, especially
during his crucifixion. She loved the Lord so
much that it must have been devastating for
her to see Jesus undergo the Passion and
eventually be crucified. We were told that
she went to visit the tomb of Jesus very early
in the morning. The Greek word for “early” is
proi, which is the technical word for the last
four watches into which the night was
divided, which ran from 3am to 6am. Since
Jesus died on a Friday, she couldn’t go to the
tomb the following day on a Saturday, the
Sabbath because, to make that journey, she
would have to break the Sabbath law, so she
had to wait for Sunday to make her first visit
to the tomb of Jesus. She couldn’t wait for it;
that’s why she came very early, the first
opportunity that was allowed. It’s truly
amazing how dedicated and loving she was
toward Jesus. That’s why it shouldn’t be
surprising as to why she was the very first
person whom Jesus appeared to. A known
sinner who embraced conversion, a woman
who was considered to be a second class
citizen during the time of Jesus, was the first 
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)
messenger of the resurrection. What does
this tell us? It tells us that the resurrection
of Christ can only have a meaning for us if
our lives are turned to him. Our past is not
important; what counts is our present
relationship with him. With the horrific
suffering that Christ endured, my
humanity in me asks the question, why
didn’t Christ appear first to Pilate or to the
Pharisees who put him to death, when one
quick appearance would have proved that
they were wrong? But, he never appeared
to them; he appeared first to those who
truly loved and cared for him. It’s because
only with loving eyes can we see the Risen
Lord. Do we have that dedication, devotion
and commitment that Mary of Magdala
had to Jesus after her conversion? Do we
seek him out? When do we usually turn to
him? Mary of  Magdala couldn’t wait to
visit Jesus’ tomb. Do you spend quality
time to be with God? Do we only
remember him once in awhile or when
things are going well? 

One could say, though, or raise the
question: But Father, when Mary of
Magdala found that the tomb was empty,
she didn’t think right away that Jesus
resurrected from the dead; she might have
thought that someone removed his body.
That’s not the point, though, if we
continue reading this Gospel story. The
scene that immediately follows was Mary
weeping at the tomb wondering where
they brought Jesus’ body, and it was in her
agony that Jesus appeared to her. And,
when Jesus called her name, she
recognized that it was indeed Jesus. There
are times in our lives that, like Mary of
Magdala, we might not know where God is,
especially when we are struck with deep
problems, with sudden loss, with an
unexpected turn of events. It is in those
moments, though, when God meets us
where we are, showing us that his tomb is  

http://stceciliachurch.org/


empty because he has power over death and
that he always has the final word. Mary of
Magdala couldn’t see the Risen Christ right
away, even though she was the very first
witness, because her eyes were covered with
grief; her loss was beyond her. That is
natural but, at the same time, we must never
allow our tears, our problems no matter how
seeming unsurmountable they are, to blind
us of the glory of heaven and the nearness of
God to us. 

My warmest congratulations to those who
received the various sacraments of initiation
in our Easter Vigil’s this year. Many of them
have journeyed for a long time, have
undergone years of soul-searching to arrive
at this crucial juncture in their lives. They
have answered the invitation of the Lord
with openness, docility and perseverance. I
would like to express my deepest gratitude
to the RCIA team and to our Elementary and
Youth Faith Formation teams that have been
such a formidable, loving and caring support
to all those who received the sacraments in
the Easter Vigil’s. Our parish is so blessed to
have a very dedicated, faith-filled,
compassionate, fun and loving Faith
Formation team (RCIA team led by Jennelle
Phillips, Elementary Faith Formation led by
Amy Maris-Volf, Youth Formation Team led
by Amanda Jewett, and Spanish Faith
Formation programs led by Deacon Bill
Richardson). Let us continue to lift up to the
Lord those who received the sacraments in
the Easter Vigil’s that they may remain
steadfast in the faith and walk in the light of
Christ. Happy Easter! – Fr. Cary

Easter Sunday, April 4
7:15 AM - +Nathan Hollingsworth
9:00 AM - People of St. Cecilia
10:45 AM - +Robert & Ruth Ann Saul
12:30 PM - +Rita Caldwell
2:30 PM - Angela Arreaga

Monday, April 5
8:00 AM - Jerald Paulraj Savariaradimai

Tuesday, April 6
8:00 AM - +Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, April 7
8:00 AM - +Helen F. Mode
6:00 PM  - +Oscar Rodriguez Gomez

Thursday, April 8
8:00 AM - +Henry Ruiz

Friday, April 9
8:00 AM - +Peter, Mary & James Nguyen

Saturday, April 10
8:00 AM - +Rose Clawson 
5:00 PM  - +Laura Royer-Cochran
7:00 PM  - Manuel Garcia Jimenez
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE (CONT.) MASS INTENTIONS

"IRON WITNESS" BY FR. PETER
Click here
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1089971/82541
43 to listen to "Iron Witness", an original
poem by Fr. Peter that he shared at some of
his Masses last weekend -- truly beautiful!

You may start a prayer alert by calling
one of the following team leaders:

Joye Boone-------- ----(503) 645-7021
Margie Gallant--------- (503) 848-3704

If you would like to join us in this
ministry, please call any one of the
above.

http://stceciliachurch.org/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1089971/8254143
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salad dressings
boxed items (e.g., 
 Hamburger Helper)

St. Vincent de Paul
(SVDP) is currently in
need of:

Donations can be delivered to the food
pantry between the hours of 9 and 11 am.
Thank you for your generosity!

VOCATIONS DEVOTIONS

"The Lord is truly risen!"  

Are you being called to proclaim the
truth of the Lord's resurrection as a
priest, deacon, religious sister or
brother?

CONTEMPLATIVE

PRAYER GROUP
The Contemplative Prayer Group is
meeting on Zoom the 2nd (April 10) and
4th (April 24) Saturdays of each month
at 3:30pm.  Includes silent Centering
Prayer and Lectio Divina. Contact
Marylyn Klesh at  kleshmr@comcast.net  
to receive an invite.

HAPPY APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

St. Vincent de Paul-St. Cecilia Conference has
been accepted as a charity through Intel
Foundation, meaning that qualified donations
from Intel employees (present and retired US
workers) can be matched through Intel
Benevity.  Donations, up to $10,000 per year,
from each individual Intel worker can be
matched 100%.   

Because we share the same tax ID # as the
Portland Council, donations received will first
be processed at the end of each month through
the  Portland Council.  If St. Cecilia Intel
workers wish to donate, please send an email
to stvdpbeaverton@gmail.com to let us know
that a donation has been given; we can then
keep a record of this information in
anticipation of receiving it.

Steve & Sharon Hurd, April 9, 45 years
Rob & Roberta Powell, April 12, 41 years
Arthur & Cathleen Benedetti White,
                April 18, 23 years
Jeff & Sherri Moore, April 22, 32 years
Sernando & Jovita Lachica, April 24, 30 years
Ken & Paula Peterson, April 26, 41 years
Doug & Maureen Roe, April 29, 15 years

There are two
overflowing drawers
of Lost & Found items
in the Server Sacristy
in the church.    

Unclaimed items will
be donated, thrown
away, etc. on 
Monday, April 19.  

http://stceciliachurch.org/
http://comcast.net/
http://gmail.com/


RESPECT LIFE
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Thank you for your wonderful participation, including many new faces,
in the 40 Days for Life campaign!

 
We are grateful for the positive things that happened along the way. Lots of healing occurs
during 40 Days for Life campaigns--sometimes among the prayer volunteers, with clients
and personnel at Planned Parenthood (PP), and/or in the community at large. 
 
We had one “SAVE”!  The gal came for an abortion, but left PP still pregnant. Plus, a couple
of "hopefuls", which will be written up by the volunteers who were present and
participated in the interactions. Thanks to Luke and friends who put new (and young)
sparks into our campaign with their joyful, infectious enthusiasm ~ even to grumpy PP
employees and passers-by!
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021:  CLOSING CELEBRATION OF THE LOVEJOY SURGICENTER
We will begin at OLD Lovejoy Surgicenter, 10 am. Then, on to a nearby church where we
will have speakers and snacks.  After 50 years in operation, that place will no longer be!  
 
SATURDAY, MAY 8, 2021 1pm:  IT’S A BOY!!! BABY SHOWER FOR NIGERIAN FAMILY ~
STAY TUNED FOR PLACE!
Many, many thanks to all who contributed towards a minivan for this family. We met our
goal, and Marie Barzen will complete the task! What a gift from God to have so many
people be so generous! This couple is so grateful. They said they have never had anyone
help them like this before!
 
SEPTEMBER 22 TO OCTOBER 31, 2021 ~ NEXT 40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN
We will prayerfully discern where to have this next campaign.
 
CONTINUED PRAYERS at Beaverton Planned Parenthood Friday and Saturday mornings,
from 9 to 10:30 am.  All are welcome!

http://stceciliachurch.org/
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S U N D A Y S  A T  H O M E
PRAYING AS A FAMILY

TAKEN FROM 52SUNDAYS.COM

SUNDAY READINGS
English readings HERE 
Spanish readings HERE

TAKE TIME TO CHAT

MEET OUR EXTENDED FAMILY: 

 ST. CLEOPAS OF EMMAUS 

(FEAST DAY:  SEPTEMBER 25)

RECIPE OF THE WEEK:

TORTILLA ROLL-UP

Which holiday do you think is
more important, Christmas or
Easter? Explain why.
What would it be like to see the
empty tomb on the morning of
Jesus’ resurrection?
Jesus rose from the dead. What
difference does that make to
your life?
Why do you think Cleopas and
his friend initially had a hard
time believing in Jesus’
resurrection?

St. Cleopas was one of the disciples who
met the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus
and is commemorated in the Roman
Martyrology on September 25th. While little
is known about either him or his
companion, there is a tradition which
identifies this Cleopas with the husband of
Mary (the mother of James the Lesser).
Furthermore, some speculate that he was
the brother of St. Joseph, the spouse of the
Virgin Mary.

The Gospel of Luke offers a unique post-
resurrection narrative of Cleopas and an
unnamed traveling companion who were on
their way to Emmaus, a town about 7 miles
from Jerusalem. The two travelers felt
troubled over the recent death of Jesus.
They had placed great hopes in Christ and
felt confused over his death, yet they were
simultaneously  amazed  over  the  stories
circulating that day about a resurrection. As
they walked, they encountered Jesus who
interpreted the Scriptures to them in an
attempt to help Cleopas and his friend
understand the necessity of what had
happened. The words of Jesus must have
given the two a sense of awe, for as they
approached Emmaus, they urged
Jesus―whom they still did not
recognize―to stay with them. Jesus agreed,
and at the dinner table, he took the bread,
blessed it, and gave it to Cleopas and his
friend. It was at that moment the two
realized that this stranger was Jesus. At the
moment of recognition, however, Jesus
vanished. Even though it was already
evening and getting dark, Cleopas and his
companion promptly went back to
Jerusalem to share their glorious
experience.  

2-8oz packages of cream cheese,
softened

1 package of original ranch style salad
dressing mix

1 small jar chopped red pimentos,
drained

1 small can chopped chilies, drained
or 1/2 of a fresh jalapeño pepper,
cored and diced

1 can ripe olives drained and chopped

1 package fajita size flour tortillas

Soften cream cheese in a bowl and mix
all ingredients together. Spread the mix
on the tortillas and roll the tortilla.
Wrap to tighten with saran wrap. Chill
overnight or for several hours. To
serve, cut in bite sized pieces, about
3/4 inch, to serve.

http://52sundays.com/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/index.cfm
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thehumanbean.com

Steven B. Hval  
Attorney at Law 

Specializing in estate planning, 
tax and business law.

8555 SW Apple Way, Suite 300 
Portland, Oregon 97225 
Direct Phone:  (503) 227-3197
Email: shval@hagenoconnell.com 

Father of Sarah & Kevin in 7th grade, wife Becki.

4150 S.W. 185th 
Aloha, OR

503.356.1000 
www.springerandson.com

Aloha, Beaverton, & Hillsboro’s Only 
Family Owned Funeral Home & Crematory

Hard to say ...

easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Finley-Sunset Hills Funeral Home
Serving local Catholic

families for over 50 years

Dorian Steinbrecher
971-254-9433

Family Service Associate
Available to assist you with your preplanning needs

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

Brakes x Maintenance x Tires
And EVERYTHING else!

Tigard’s one-stop shop for all your
auto repair service needs!
Open M-F 8-5 x Sat 8-4

503-684-1318  13055 SW Pacific Hwy
Catholic Owned & Operated • Long Time Parishioner

TIGARD

RICK COMPTON
Real Estate Broker - Licensed in the State of Oregon

Mobile: 503-704-7633 • Office: 503-670-9000
Rick@RickSellsCasas.com 

“Expect Exceptional Service”

RICK COMPTON

Mobile: 503-704-7633
“Expect Exceptional Service”

Rick@RickSellsCasas.com

503-642-7323
Servicing your Parish since 1975

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

It’s time to consider your estate plan.
Wills w Trusts w Estates

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

Personal Care, Transportation & Housekeeping
HomecarePartner.org

503-433-8079

Comprehensive nonmedical 
in-home care providing older 
adults help to remain in their 
homes as long as possible.

Your Partner in Homecare
Family resource for in-home personal care

Oregon Health Authority License 15-2300 - Since 2001

(971) 334-4421
nwmonarch@gmail.com

nwmonarchexteriorsllc.com

Licensed * Bonded * Insured Catholic Family Owned


