
The Ascension of the Lord 
May 24, 2020 

Processional Hymn:  Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  To his throne beyond the skies. Alleluia!  
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!  Enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia!  
 

There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia!  Lift your heads, eternal gates. Alleluia!  
He has conquered death and sin; Alleluia!  Take the King of glory in. Alleluia!  
 

Highest heaven its Lord receives; Alleluia!  Yet he loves the earth he leaves. Alleluia!  
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  Still he calls us all his own. Alleluia!  
 

Glory to God 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  Acts 1:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was 
taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen.  He presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  While 
meeting with them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the 
promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or 
seasons that the Father has established by his own authority.  But you will receive power 



when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as 
they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.  While they 
were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white 
garments stood beside them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 
looking at the sky?  This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in 
the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.” 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Responsorial Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 1:17-23 
 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians 
 

Brothers and sisters:  May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him.  May the eyes of your 
hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what 
are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing 
greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great might, 
which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand in 
the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every name 
that is named not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And he put all things 
beneath his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia verse: Matthew 28:19A, 20B 
Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
 

Gospel Matthew 28:16-20 
 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 
When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.  Then Jesus approached and said 
to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and  
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I 
am with you always, until the end of the age.”   

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 



Preparation of Gifts:  Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus 
 

Verse 1 
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood. 
Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood. 
 

Verse 2 
Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes nor questions how: 
Though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were over, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise, "I am with you evermore"? 
 

Verse 3 
Alleluia! Bread of Angels, thou on earth our food, our stay! 
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day: 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, Earth's Redeemer, plead for me, 
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

Verse 4 
Alleluia! King eternal, you the Lord of lords we own; 
Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heaven your throne: 
You, within the veil, have entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 
Here on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic feast. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Mystery of Faith 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again. 

 
Amen 

Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
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Communion:  Behold the Lamb 
 

Verse 1 
Those who were in the dark are thankful for the sunlight;  
We who live, we who die, are grateful for his gift, thankful for His love. 
 

(Refrain) Behold, behold the Lamb of God.   All who eat, all who drink shall live;  
And all, all who dwell in God Shall come to know ------ His glory. 
 

Verse 2 
Peaceful now, those whose hearts are blesses with understanding of the wheat,  
of the wine united with His word and the love we share 
 

Verse 3 
Gentle one, Child of God, join with us at this table.   
Bless our lives; nourish all who hunger for this feast; Shelter them with peace. 
 

Verse 4 
Lord of all, give us light.  Deliver us from evil.   
Make us one; be our shield.  Make still the winds that blow; Cradle us with love. 

 
Text:  Refrain based on John 1:29; Martin Willett, b. 1960 Music:  Martin Willett; organ acc. by Craig S. Kingsbury; b. 1952 
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Recessional:  America, the Beautiful 
 

Verse 1 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!   
America! America!  God shed His grace on thee  
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 
 

Verse 2 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness!   
America! America!  God mend thine every flaw,  
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law! 
 

Verse 3 
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,  
Who more than self their country loved and mercy more than life!   
America! America!  May God thy gold refine,  
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine! 
 

Verse 4 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years  
Thine alabaster cities gleam undimmed by human tears!   
America! America!  God shed His grace on thee  
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 


