
Archdiocese Bankruptcy Update 

 

As was announced on May 31, the Archdiocese of Minneapolis and St. Paul reached a bankruptcy settlement 
of just over $210 million for about 450 victims of clergy sexual abuse. Bankruptcy court approval is expected 
shortly and payments to victims are expected by the end of this year. 

 

Most of that amount will come from the archdiocese and insurance companies, the prior sale of the chan-
cery and land, and some reserve accounts. The total also includes about $13 million from the parishes’ insur-
ance companies plus voluntary contributions that about half of the diocese parishes elected to contribute to 
the fund.    

 

As previously communicated, our parish had two victims’ claims of abuse from over 50 years ago. Given this 
history and a sense of social justice, our parish leadership accepted the proposed generosity of $25,000 in 
contributions to the archdiocesan settlement by some parishioners who wished to assist the victims, even 
though St. Joseph was not required to make a contribution. It is important to note that these funds are ear-
marked for the victims; none will go toward legal fees. Some parishes in the diocese – even without having 
had claims against them – also voluntarily contributed to the fund to help bring closure to this difficult chap-
ter in the history of the Archdiocese.  

 

Also within the terms of the settlement, the court is expected to issue an injunction that closes future legal 
action for any past claims. This brings legal closure at the same time that we the faithful and the Archdiocese 
all take a step forward to justice and healing for the victims. Many efforts have been made to ensure the mis-
takes of the past are not repeated in the future.  

 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda observed, “The completion of the bankruptcy process allows pursuits of a new 
day – atonement, healing and restoration of trust.” Bishop Hebda also noted that this “definitive resolution 
… allows the local church to carry on with its mission.”  

 

At this time, it is good to be reminded that we all are called to live out the Mission of St. Joseph’s: “To foster 
a spirit-filled faith community united in Jesus Christ. We share who we are and what we have received 
through our worship of God, the nurturing of faith and outreach in service and justice.”  

 

Let us all pray for victims of abuse in our diocese, elsewhere in the church and in the world. May they feel 
God’s loving presence in their lives. And may those who lost faith and confidence in the Church also feel a 
sense of peace and healing.  


