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Parish Directory 
Parish Office…………………………………………………………………....536-2803 

Deacon /Parish Life Coordinator  —  Deacon Jim Arndt………………..…….536-2803 ext. 218 
Sacramental Minister — Fr. Mariadas Vallabhaneni  (“Fr. Maria”)……………..536-2803 ext 215 
Parish Secretary — Kris Leggett.………………………….…………………..536-2803 ext. 202 
Finance Clerk — Linda Rautiola    ……………………………………………..536-2803 ext. 219 
Director of  Faith Formation —Kay Berg …..………….......................................536-2803 ext. 222 
Music Director — Mary Ament……………………………………...………....536-2803 ext. 230 
Maintenance Supervisor/Cemetery — John Hanson……………………….....536-2803 ext. 221 

School Principal — Sonja Doughty ..………………………………………..… 536-6083 
School Secretary — Cindy Gennrich….…………………………………….… 536-6083 

 

Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
Staff email addresses are listed on the parish website 

 

 Mass Schedule                           Reconciliation Schedule                  Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday No Mass                        Tuesday  4:30 PM                              Monday  2:00-7:00 PM 

Tuesday 5:00 PM                        Wednesday 8:15 AM                         Tuesday 5:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Wednesday 9:00 AM                   Saturday  9:00 AM & 3:00 PM        Wednesday 6:00 AM-8:00 PM 
Thursday 9:00 AM (SJB)            Sunday 10:40  AM (SJB)                  Thursday 1:00 PM-8:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM                            And by Appointment                         Friday 5:00 AM-7:00 AM 

                           Saturday 4:00 PM 
                           Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM (SJB) 



The Parish Communities of: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church  ~  St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
  Physical & mailing address:1708 East Tenth Street, Merrill, WI 54452           Physical address: N4887 Hwy 17,  Bloomville 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism: Please call the par ish office to schedule a 
baptism. You must be a registered and contributing member of 
the parish to have your child receive this sacrament. 
 

Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available upon 
request by calling the parish office. Please do not wait until it 
becomes an emergency because a priest will not always be 
immediately available. 
 

Communion to the homebound: Please contact the par ish 
office if you know of someone who would like to receive 
communion at home. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK—April 12, 2021 
 

Monday:  Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-9; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;  
 Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9;  
 1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48 

MASS INTENTIONS-Week of April 12, 2021 
 

Monday-No Mass 
 

Tuesday 
5:00 PM (SFX) † Carl & Ruth Kant & Carly 
By: Family 
 

Wednesday 
9:00 AM (SFX) † Cliff & Janice Robedeaux 
By: Grandpa & Grandma Dickey 
 

Thursday  
9:00 AM (SJB) Intention of: Silas Gruling 
By: Grandpa & Grandma Dickey 
 

Friday  
8:00 AM (SFX) † Koss Family 
By: Family 
 

Saturday 
4:00 PM (SFX) † Orville Emon 
By: Jim & Carol Emon 
 

Sunday 
7:30 AM (SFX) † Bosi Family 
By: Family 
 

9:00AM (SFX) † Duane & Donna Tomajcik 
By: Tracy Kalenske Family 
 

11:00 AM (SJB) People of the parishes 
 
 

THE 4:00 PM SATURDAY MASS WILL BE LIVED STREAMED ON 
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.  

OTHER IMPORTANT NEWS…... 
  

†  The candles in the Little Flower Adoration Chapel this 

week burn in loving memory of John Fechtner. 

† Final 2021 Lenten Fish Fry Totals: 

                                                                                                Week 1: 664 
                                                                                                Week 2: 722 
                                                                                               Week 3: 639 
                                                                                                Week 4: 563 
                                                                                                 Week 5: 579 
                                                                                                 Week 6: 550 
                                                                                                 Week 7: 544 

† A Take Out Lunch similar to the Palm Sunday breakfast 

will be served at St. John the Baptist in Bloomville on 
April 25 after the 11:00 AM Mass. The menu will 
include hot sandwiches, chips, and a pickle all for a 
free will offering. 

† Fr. Maria’s trip to India has been postponed until April 

25. He will return in early June. Please watch future 
bulletins and Flocknotes for any further updates. 

Monday 4/12 
 

Fr. Maria’s 
Day Off 

Tuesday 4/13 
 

5:00 PM 
SFX Mass 
 

6:00 PM 
SFX Finance 
Council 

Wednesday 4/14 
 

8:15 AM 
SFX Reconciliation 
 

9:00 AM  
SFX Mass 
 

5:30 PM 
First Communion 
Class 
 

6:30 PM 
SFX Virtual 
Confirmation Class 

Thursday 4/15 
 

9:00 AM 
SJB Mass 
 
COMING 
SOON 
Mass at Pine 
Crest  

Friday 4/16 
 

8:00 AM 
SFX Mass 

Saturday 4/17 
 

9:00 AM 
SFX 
Reconciliation 
 

9:00 AM 
Genesis Bible 
Study 
 

3:00 PM 
SFX 
Reconciliation 
 

4:00 PM 
SFX Mass 

Sunday 4/18 
 

7:30 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

9:00 AM 
SFX Mass  
 

11:00 AM 
SJB Mass 

Welcome  
Fr. Jayanna Kanna! 

Let’s give a warm welcome to Fr. Kanna 
who will be with us to celebrate the 

Sacraments while Fr. Maria is on holiday 
back in India April 25‐June 3. Fr. Kanna 
will be in quaranƟne unƟl Wednesday, 

April 14. Welcome Father! 



Fඋඈආ ඍඁൾ Dൾൺർඈඇ’ඌ Dൾඌ඄:  
 

Last week, we looked at the mission of 
Jesus. We approached that topic in this 
way: “God became a man in order to…
do what exactly?” It’s crucial that we 
have clarity on this maƩer, if we are 
ever going to understand the mission of 
the disciple and the mission of the Church.  These missions 
are urgent in a culture that is becoming ever more divided, 
violent, and despairing, despite all the calls for “unity,” 
“tolerance,” and “progress.” 
 

St. John Paul II once said that the result of hearing the 
iniƟal ardent proclamaƟon of the gospel should be that a 
person is gradually overwhelmed and brought to a decision 
to entrust his life to Jesus in faith (cf. Catechesi tradendae, 
25).  Does that actually happen?  Are we overwhelmed 
enough by the gospel…to enƟrely entrust our lives to 
Jesus?  That is a discussion for another Ɵme…but…let’s just 
presume that has happened. What are we supposed to do 
now? What’s the mission of the disciple? Or, asked another 
way, “Jesus sends us out in order to...do what exactly?” 
The call to discipleship is a call to be with Jesus…even 
before it’s a call to do anything. For some inexplicable 
reason, God delights in our company. The Creator of a 
universe that is 46 billion light years across, infinitely 
happy, and lacking in nothing, enjoys being with us.  That’s 
incredible news! 
 

But…let’s turn our aƩenƟon to the mission. What are we 
sent to do? What are we supposed to be doing with our 
lives unƟl the Lord returns or we leave this world…
whichever comes first?  I’ve had a hard Ɵme coming up 
with a clear answer to this quesƟon.  I think all of us have a 
hard Ɵme answering this quesƟon.  Other than pursuing 
holiness and virtue, is there anything else? Having clarity 
on the mission of Jesus…brings clarity on our mission, as 
well. 
 

Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world...we do not 
light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and 
it gives light to all in the house” (Mt 5:14‐15).  Who is the 
lamp? We are. Whose is the hand that moves the lamp? 
Jesus!  What is the stand on which He places it? Wherever 
we happen to be at any given moment. And what is the 
house? This world in which we live. 
 

UnƟl next week…Happy Easter! 

St. Francis Xavier March 20-21, 2021 

Adult Envelopes $3620.00 

Loose $262.00 

ACH giving $3085.00 

Debt Relief $1355.00 

TOTAL $8322.00 
St. John the Baptist  

Adult Env. & Loose $680.00 

March 21-22,2020 

$5964.42 

$64.00 

$2950.00 

$653.00 

$9631.42 

 

$0.00 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU! 

Welcome to Our Newest Member 
to the Catholic Church! 

 

Angela Hussong entered the Catholic 
Church on the Easter Vigil 4/3/21 

with a Profession of Faith,  
First Communion and Confirmation. 

 

Congratulations Angela! We welcome 
you with joyful hearts to SFX! 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU! 

St. Francis Xavier March 27-28, 2021 

Adult Envelopes $8180.04 

Loose $340.00 

ACH giving $400.00 

Debt Relief $458.00 

TOTAL $9378.04 
St. John the Baptist  

Adult Env. & Loose $938.00 

March 28-29,2020 

$4620.00 

$300.00 

$360.00 

$200.00 

$5480.00 

 

$371.00 

School Cash Raffle Winners 
$1000  Steve Leider 
$500    Kaden Westrich 
$200    Dawn Swan 
$100    Mary Betzner 
$50      Deb Baumann 
$50      Benjamin Bares 
$50      Tracy Creel 
$50      Brooke Bushor 
$50      Isabella Muller 
$50      Nancy Arndorfer 

A special thank you to all 
who supported our cash 

raffle this year! 

Do you donate your Ɵthe  
online to the Church? 

 

If yes, we have “I gave online”  
yellow cards in the back of the 

church that you can pick up before 
Mass and place in the  
collecƟon basket. 

CRS Rice Bowl Collection 
Our community changed lives this Lent, and CRS Rice Bowl 
wants to say THANK YOU! Don’t forget to turn in your CRS 

Rice Bowl to the parish office by Sunday, April 25, 2021. 
 

THANK YOU!!!! 



FOLLOWING THE RISEN JESUS 
Easter Sunday is the core of our 

Catholic faith. Did you know: 
 

 Jesus’ empty tomb was found by women (in all 4 gospels) 
 Many scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths is evi-

dence against grave robbers 
 Even after finding the empty tomb, the disciples still didn’t understand the ramifica-

tions of Jesus rising 
 The season of Easter lasts 50 days (10 days longer than Lent) 
 The season of Easter concludes with Pentecost on Sunday, May 23rd.  

TOTUS TUUS is coming to St. Francis this summer! Dates 
are: July 19—23rd—Mark your calendars! Totus Tuus is for 
grades 1—6 during the day and grades 7—12 in the evening. 

First Holy Communion will take place on Saturday, May 8th at 6:00PM for 
all 2nd grade First Communicants and their families. Please pray for all 16 
students who will receive Jesus during this special Mass. We will have a 

retreat for the students in the morning on May 8th 9:00—11:30AM. 

Kay Berg,  Director of Faith Formation      Kberg@stfrancismerrill.org         715-536-2803 ext. 222 
 

We will celebrate Divine Mercy 
Sunday in a special way this 

Sunday, April 11th. Details are 
elsewhere in this bulletin—please 
join us for the Chaplet and Holy 
Hour at 3:00PM in the church. 

 

Jesus, I trust in you!! 





Parish Office Hours: 
 

Monday-Thursday  
8:00 AM-4:00 PM 

(closed daily 12-12:30 for lunch) 
Friday 8:30 AM-Noon 

 

Low Gluten Eucharist 
 (.01%) are available. 

Please see Deacon Jim before Mass. 
 

Parish office email: 
kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org 

Bulletin deadline is Tuesday at Noon. 

SCRIP News 
 Congratulations to Helen Sczygelski, the $25 winner of 

free SCRIP for the month of March. Every time you 
purchase SCRIP you are eligible for our monthly drawing. 

 Fire up the grill! Whether its brats or burgers or steaks and 
chops, Dave’s County Market, Walmart and Golden 
Harvest have whatever you need to make your barbeques 
the best! 

 Spring is here! Don’t forget to buy SCRIP first before you 
start your outdoor projects. We have SCRIP in stock for 
Fleet Farm, Menards, Home Depot and Walmart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Do you feel lonely in a world full of people? 
Do you lose sleep worrying about your fami-
ly? Your health? Finances? Your job? Are 
you sick of the noise of cell phones, sched-
ules, television, family? Do events in the 
news cause you stress and anxiety? 
 

Have you tried coming to Adoration? Why 
not? 
 

Jesus is waiting for you. You can make a weekly appoint-
ment by signing up for a regular hour, or you can just drop 
in. We have front row seating, you can come as you are and 
Adoration is FREE! 
 

Please call Phil & Mary Ziesemer at 715.409.0165 to sign 
up for a weekly commitment. 

We appreciate the advertisers who support our bulletin: 
 
 

Taylor & Stine Funeral Home 
715-536-6244 

 

Please join us for our  
Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration  

on Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 3:00 PM in the Church 
 

 Exposition/Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
 Special Music 

 Divine Mercy Chaplet (Sung) 
 Confessions  

 
 

The soul that will go to confession and receive Holy  
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of  

sins and punishment. 

WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU!!! 
 

Each morning of the work week, 
the parish staff starts its day by 
praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 
They pray for special intentions, 
for a different priest in the Dio-
cese of Superior each day, and 
individual parish and school staff 
by name each day.  
 

The parish staff is now going to 
start praying for FIVE parishioners each morning as 
well. The names of the parishioners prayed for will 
be listed in the bulletin each week, and a postcard 
will be mailed to your home letting you know we 
prayed for you!! 
 

Here is a list of the people we prayed for  
in the past week: 

Mrs. Anton Carlson 
M/M Joedy Burgener 
M/M John Burrow 
Gail Byrne 
Mrs. Joleen Buehler 
M/M Thomas Andreska 
Haley Arndt 
M/M Pat Buckett 
Zachary & Rachel Asmundsen 
M/M Mark Arseneau 
M/M Marvin Anderson 
Kermit & Joyce Doering 

Jessica Anderson 
M/M Greg Ament 
Richard Alsteen 
M/M Robert Akey, Jr. 
Albert Ineichen 
George & Tammie Havlovic 
Roger & Florence Gerbig 
Nicole Gennrich 
Van & Gretchen Geisler 
Gail & Ron Behm 
Chad & Amy Brown 
Judith & Jack Buchler 
James & Kathryn Feuerstein 
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