ST. FRANCIS XAVIER AND ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCHES

SECOND SUNDAY OF

(OR OF DIVINE MERCY)
APRIL 11, 2021

Jesus said to Thomas,
“Have you come to believe
because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who
have not seen
and have believed.”

John 20:29
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Hass © 2001, 1936, 1397, 1936, 1370. CCD.
Parish Directory

Parish Office. ... ..., 536-2803
Deacon /Parish Life Coordinator — Deacon Jim Arndt........................... 536-2803 ext. 218
Sacramental Minister — Fr. Mariadas Vallabhaneni (‘“Fr. Maria”)................. 536-2803 ext 215
Parish Secretary — Kris Leggett............coovviiiiiiiiiiii e 536-2803 ext. 202
Finance Clerk — Linda Rautiola ................ooiiiiiiii 536-2803 ext. 219
Director of Faith Formation —Kay Berg ..., 536-2803 ext. 222
Music Director — Mary AMENt. ........o.oouiieiitiiitititee et eeeeriee e 536-2803 ext. 230
Maintenance Supervisor/Cemetery — John Hanson................................ 536-2803 ext. 221

School Principal — Sonja Doughty ... 536-6083

School Secretary — Cindy Gennrich..................coiiiiiiiiiiii i 536-6083

Parish Website:  www.stfrancismerrill.org
Staff email addresses are listed on the parish website

Mass Schedule Reconciliation Schedule Eucharistic Adoration
Monday No Mass Tuesday 4:30 PM Monday 2:00-7:00 PM
Tuesday 5:00 PM Wednesday 8:15 AM Tuesday 5:00 AM-5:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM Saturday 9:00 AM & 3:00 PM  Wednesday 6:00 AM-8:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM (SJB) Sunday 10:40 AM (SJB) Thursday 1:00 PM-8:00 PM
Friday 8:00 AM And by Appointment Friday 5:00 AM-7:00 AM

Saturday 4:00 PM

Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM (SJB)



The Parish Communities of: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church ~ St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Physical & mailing address:1708 East Tenth Street, Merrill, W1 54452

Physical address: N4887 Hwy 17, Bloomville

MASS INTENTIONS-Week of April 12, 2021

Monday-No Mass

9:00 AM (SJB) Intention of: Silas Gruling
By: Grandpa & Grandma Dickey

Friday

8:00 AM (SFX) § Koss Family

By: Family “- g
LI MASS

Saturday

4:00 PM (SFX) f Orville Emon INTENTIOl\ﬁ

By: Jim & Carol Emon

Sunday

7:30 AM (SFX) T Bosi Family

By: Family

9:00AM (SFX) f Duane & Donna Tomajcik
By: Tracy Kalenske Family

11:00 AM (§JB) People of the parishes

THE 4:00 PM SATURDAY MASS WILL BE LIVED STREAMED ON
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

SACRAMENTS

Baptism: Please call the parish office to schedule a
baptism. You must be a registered and contributing member of
the parish to have your child receive this sacrament.

Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available upon
request by calling the parish office. Please do not wait until it
becomes an emergency because a priest will not always be
immediately available.

Communion to the homebound: Please contact the parish
office if you know of someone who would like to receive
communion at home.

Monday 4/12 Tuesday 4/13 Wednesday 4/14 Thursday 4/15 Friday 4/16 Saturday 4/17 | Sunday 4/18
Fr. Maria’s | 5:00 PM 8:15 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM 9:00 AM 7:30 AM
Day Off SFX Mass SFX Reconciliation | SJB Mass SFX Mass SFX SFX Mass
6:00 PM 9:00 AM COMING Reconciliation | 9.y g
SFX Finance SFX Mass SOON 9:00 AM SFX Mass
Council 5:30 PM Mass at Pine gite;l:lesm Bible 11:00 AM
First Communion Crest Y SJB Mass
Class 3:00 PM
SFX
6:30 PM e L.
SFX Virtual Reconciliation
Confirmation Class 4:00 PM
SFX Mass
OTHER IMPORTANT NEWS......

++  The candles in the Little Flower Adoration Chapel this
week burn in loving memory of John Fechtner.

Tuesday 4 Final 2021 Lenten Fish Fry Totals:
5:00 PM (SFX) ¥ Carl & Ruth Kant & Carly Week 1: 664
By: Family Week 2: 722
Wednesday Week 3 639
9:00 AM (SFX) ¥ Cliff & Janice Robedeaux meelli Lé 556;39
By: Grandpa & Grandma Dickey WZZk 6: 550
Thursday Week 7: 544

4+ A Take Out Lunch similar to the Palm Sunday breakfast
will be served at St. John the Baptist in Bloomville on
April 25 after the 11:00 AM Mass. The menu will
include hot sandwiches, chips, and a pickle all for a
free will offering.

4 Fr. Maria’s trip to India has been postponed until April
25. He will return in early June. Please watch future
bulletins and Flocknotes for any further updates.

Welcome

Fr. Jayanna Kanna!

Let’s give a warm welcome to Fr. Kanna
who will be with us to celebrate the
Sacraments while Fr. Maria is on holiday
back in India April 25-June 3. Fr. Kanna
/‘ will be in quarantine until Wednesday,

April 14. Welcome Father!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK—April 12, 2021

Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21
Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;

Jn 6:16-21
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9;

1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48




OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU!
FroM THE DEACON’S DESK:

St. Francis Xavier March 20-21,2021 March 21-22,2020

Last week, we looked at the mission of

Jesus. We approached that topic in this Adult Envelopes $3620.00 $5964.42
way: “God became a man in order to...
do what exactly?” It's crucial that we Laces $262.00 $64.00
have cla?rity on this matter, if we. are 8l i $3085.00 $2950.00
ever going to understand the mission of
the disciple and the mission of the Church. These missions Debt Relief $1355.00 $653.00
are urgent in a culture that is becoming ever more divided,
violent, and despairing, despite all the calls for “unity,” TOTAL $8322.00 $9631.42
“tolerance,” and “progress.” St. John the Baptist
St. John Paul Il once said that the result of hearing the Adult Env. & Loose $680.00 $0.00
initial ardent proclamation of the gospel should be that a
person is gradually overwhelmed and brought to a decision OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU!
to entrust his life to Jesus in faith (cf. Catechesi tradendae,
25). Does that actually happen? Are we overwhelmed St. Francis Xavier =~ March 27-28,2021 March 28-29,2020
enough by the gospel...to entirely entrust our lives to
Jesus? That is a discussion for another time...but...let’s just Adult Envelopes SIE00A sl
presume that has happened. What are we supposed to do Lo $340.00 $300.00
now? What's the mission of the disciple? Or, asked another
way, “Jesus sends us out in order to...do what exactly?” ACH giving $400.00 $360.00
The call to discipleship is a call to be with Jesus...even
before it’s a call to do anything. For some inexplicable Debt Relief $458.00 $200.00
rea?son, God d.ellghts. |f1 our company. The Cr.ea.to.r ofa TOTAL $9378.04 $5480.00
universe that is 46 billion light years across, infinitely .
happy, and lacking in nothing, enjoys being with us. That’s i o L (e
incredible news! Adult Env. & Loose $938.00 $371.00
But...let’s turn our attention to the mission. What are we ©00000000000000000000000000000000
sent to do? What are we supposed to be doing with our : School Cash Raffle Winners E WW - N :
lives until the Lord returns or we leave this world... © 51000 Steve Leider L7 RN o
whichever comes first? I've had a hard time coming up : $500 Kaden Westrich @eeeoa :
with a clear answer to this question. | think all of us have a © 5200 Dawn Swan - - °
hard time answering this question. Other than pursuing : $100 Mary Betzner F o = :
holiness and virtue, is there anything else? Having clarity © 3550 Deb Baumann { \ °
on the mission of Jesus...brings clarity on our mission, as : S50  Benjamin Bares _\.V\_/ :
well. ® S50 Tracy Creel °
“ . e S50  Brooke Bushor A ial thank vou to all °
Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world...we do not : $50  Isabella Muller specia Yy :
light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and 450 Nancy Arndorfer who support.ed ourcash [
it gives light to all in the house” (Mt 5:14-15). Who is the : raffle this year! :
lamp? We are. Whose is the hand that moves the lamp? 000000000000000000000000000000000
Jesus! What is the stand on which He places it? Wherever
we happen to be at any given moment. And what is the Do you donate your tithe
house? This world in which we live. online to the Church?
Until next week...Happy Easter! gy | gave online If yes, we have “I gave online”
6C|ecatnolic yellow cards in the back of the
church that you can pick up before
Welcome to Our Newest Member Mass and place in the
tO the CathOhC ChuI‘Ch! _ collection basket.
Angela Hussong entered the Catholic

Church on the Easter Vigil 4/3/21 CRS Rice Bowl Collection

. with a Prpfession of Fqith’ . Our community changed lives this Lent, and CRS Rice Bowl
First Communion and Confirmation. wants to say THANK YOU! Don’t forget to turn in your CRS
Congratulations Angela! We Welcome Rice BOWI to the parish Ofﬁce by Sunda-V9 A‘Dl‘ll 25., 2021

you with joyful hearts to SFXT THANK YOU!!!!




FOLLOWING THE RISEN JESUS
e 1or ,
R ot HEs

Jesus’ empty tomb was found by women (in all 4 gospels) i E ’SCHI

+ Many scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths is evi-
dence against grave robbers

+ Bven after finding the empty tomb, the disciples still didn't understand the ramifica-
tlons of Jesus rising

«  The seasown of Baster lasts 50 days (10 days longer than Lent)

+  The season of Easter concludes with Pentecost on Suwdag, May, 22rd.

*

TOTUS TUUS is coming to St. Framcis this summer! Dates
are: July 1a—23rd—Wark vour calewdars! Totus Tuus is for
grades 1—@ during the day and grades 3—12 in the evenivg. \

We will celebrate Divine Mercy
Sunday in a special way this
Sunday, April 11th. Details are f
elsewhere in this bulletin—please ( THS )
join us for the Chaplet and Holy “ |
Hour at 3:00PM in the church.

Jesus, T trust v youll

First Holy Communion will take place onh Saturday, May 8th at 6:00PM for
all 2nd grade First CommuniCants and their families. Please pray for all 16
students who will receive Jesus during this specCial Mass. We will have a
retreat for the students in the morning on May 8th 9:00—11:30AM.

Kay Berg, Director of Faith Formation = Kberg@stfrancismerrill.org 715-536-2803 ext. 222



April 11, 2021 Written by
THE

FAITHFUL

Sunday of Divine Mercy  oiscire

Acts 4:32-35 | 1Jn 5:1-6 | Jn 20:19-31

GROW ' AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Do you ever have times - at the dinner table or at a gather-
ing of friends - where all seems right with the world? | often
hold my breath, conscious of the fragility of those moments,
fearful that saying something might jinx things. It’s a little
like rooting for a pitcher cruising into the bottom of the ninth
with a no-hitter - that feeling that we are on the verge of
perfection. Well, as Christians, we are on that verge, although
perfection will not come in this life but the next. And so, as
fleeting as these human moments feel, and can actually be,
we are reminded in today’s psalm: “Give thanks to the Lord
for he is good, his love is everlasting ... Let those who fear the
Lord say, ‘His mercy endures forever.”” As we celebrate this
Divine Mercy Sunday, and enter the second week of Easter,
let us give thanks for the gift of God’s great mercy, and pray
for the grace to be as loving and merciful to others.

EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

I’m taken by the story of doubting Thomas. For a long time I’'ve
focused on the “doubting” part of his name, the fact that he
demanded to place his fingers in the nail marks and his hand in
Jesus’ side. However, when Jesus addresses Thomas, Thomas’
response is immediate and unqualified: “My Lord and my God!”
Thomas has recognized the divine nature of Jesus; he sees him
not just as the man he has followed, but as God. As Catholics,
we may sometimes face questions about how the Church has
come to believe and teach certain things. Thomas’ ultimate
affirmation encourages us to be steadfast in our faith, and to
be patient with any of our own and others’ questions. That

is because Christ will come to meet us where we are. As the
Incarnation of God’s divine mercy, Jesus Christ is the one who
hears our doubts and insecurities, and he answers them: “Here

T

. | | am. Look at me. Touch me. Feel my presence.” Thomas was
Jesus | TrUSt In YOU not afraid, and we need not fear either. God’s mercy is upon us,
“and the victory that conquers the world is our faith.” Let us
witness to our faith as Thomas did to his.

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, a day when we are
reminded of God’s immense love and mercy for us. Learn
more about this day and how to recite the Divine Mercy
Chaplet: usccb.org/prolife/divine-mercy-sunday.

1943, Artist Adolf Hyla




WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU!!!

Each morning of the work week,
the parish staff starts its day by
praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
They pray for special intentions,
for a different priest in the Dio-
cese of Superior each day, and
individual parish and school staff
by name each day.

The parish staff is now going to
start praying for FIVE parishioners each morning as
well. The names of the parishioners prayed for will
be listed in the bulletin each week, and a postcard
will be mailed to your home letting you know we
prayed for you!!

Here is a list of the people we prayed for
in the past week:

Jessica And

Mrs. Anton Carlson l\jljlijlcére; /e\;sg:lt
M/M Joedy Burgener Richard Alsteen
M/M John Burrow M/M Robert Akey, Jr.
Gail Byrne Albert Ineichen
Mrs. Joleen Buehler George & Tammie Havlovic
M/M Thomas Andreska Roger & Florence Gerbig
Haley Arndt Nicole Gennrich
12/1/1;1/[ Pa;]?zucielttA . Van & Gretchen Geisler

achary ache smundsen G 1 & R B h
M/M Mark Arseneau Cl?ad & /(\)Ely Tgrrcr,lwn
M/M Marvin Anderson Judith & Jack Buchler

Kermit & Joyce Doering James & Kathryn Feuerstein

Parish Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday
8:00 AM-4:00 PM
(closed daily 12-12:30 for lunch)
Friday 8:30 AM-Noon
Low Gluten Eucharist

(-01%) are available.
Please see Deacon Jim before Mass.

Parish office email:
kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org
Bulletin deadline is Tuesday at Noon.

|

|
|
|
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i
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|
|
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Please join us for our
Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration

on Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 3:00 PM in the Church

¢ Exposition/Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament
¢ Special Music

¢ Divine Mercy Chaplet (Sung)
¢ Confessions

Eucharistic Adoration

Do you feel lonely in a world full of people?
Do you lose sleep worrying about your fami-
ly? Your health? Finances? Your job? Are
you sick of the noise of cell phones, sched-
ules, television, family? Do events in the
news cause you stress and anxiety?

Have you tried coming to Adoration? Why
not?

Jesus is waiting for you. You can make a weekly appoint-
ment by signing up for a regular hour, or you can just drop

in. We have front row seating, you can come as you are and
Adoration is FREE!

Please call Phil & Mary Ziesemer at 715.409.0165 to sign
up for a weekly commitment.

SCRIP News

¢ Congratulations to Helen Sczygelski, the $25 winner of
free SCRIP for the month of March. Every time you
purchase SCRIP you are eligible for our monthly drawing.

¢ Fire up the grill! Whether its brats or burgers or steaks and
chops, Dave’s County Market, Walmart and Golden
Harvest have whatever you need to make your barbeques
the best!

¢ Spring is here! Don’t forget to buy SCRIP first before you
start your outdoor projects. We have SCRIP in stock for
Fleet Farm, Menards, Home Depot and Walmart.

———————————————————— > — ﬁ
— ——
/ | desire that the N
Feast of Mercy be
) a refuge and shelter
NG or all souls.

Divine Merey Sunday

A Feast celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of Easter.
Jesus promised an abundance of grace and mercy
on this day.

Copyright © 2019, Michael Thimons

We appreciate the advertisers who support our bulletin:

Taylor & Stine Funeral Home
715-536-6244




FORMED E

April 11, 2021

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: S
FRANCISCAN FRIARS s E
OF THE RENEWAL NN

TBUST IN Y.0

As we celebrate Divine Mercy
Sunday this week, join the
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal in
praying the chaplet and asking God
to shower his mercy upon us. This
video features breathtaking footage
that sheds light on the beauty and
breadth of the Catholic Church.

WATCH

A BIBLE STUDY ON THE LUMINOUS
MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY

In 2002, St. John Paul Il introduced the
. Luminous Mysteries to the Rosary. In

| unigque ways, each of these mysteries
reveal that Christis the "light of the
world" (Jn 8:20). To more fruitfully
ponder these mysteries, join us in this
Bible study with the Augustine
Institute faculty.

NdVv3il

THE NECESSITY OF DIVINE MERCY THE NECESSITY OF
BY FR. CHRIS ALAR

Fr. Chris Alar, MIC, reveals the urgency to DIVI N E M ERCY
live and share the powerful message of : " A C
Divine Mercy. He explains the basics of

the Divine Mercy feast, image, novena, ¢
chaplet, and hour of mercy, and how to
incorporate them into your spiritual life.
Discover God's transformative message
of Divine Mercy through this week.

LISTEN

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select our parish.




OAK PARK Dave’s RE——

DENTAL O County Mal‘ket Online National

www.oakparkmertill.com Divectory of
Dr. Steven DeMille A k 300 East First Street Check It Out Today! Catholic Pavishes
Dr. Ed Long Merrill, Wi 54452 N flnoeﬁgieer,n BRIAN HENKELMAN
Y e ri
715 539 0441 (715) 536-2571 Your Parish iﬁ CONTRACTING, LLC
a % * - \ Your Will. Residential Construction
2402 East Main Street, Suite 8 Dave’s Gas-N-Go ‘ For further information,
Merrill, W1 54452 Open 24 Hours please call the Parish Office.

] “ Remodeling
| & Additions
)
R e |
If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert! l “Always on
' the Level”

715-536-9083

undor one roof!

in In.Lanes The most fun
1208 N. Center Ave. » 536-9405

v Ambulance Solutions as Low a5 95 g month %
v'Police vFire $19'

www.LincolnLanesOnline.com VFriends/Family 7 Shiwing Brian & Leah Henkelman, owners
. FREE Activation ; .
301 Eagle Dr. * Merrill, W1 [als' voLoghmCmeas © _ L 73X Dr. Charles A. Sowieja
5“52'37‘4 i Aj Shown 625, DDS, SC
CALL o o B
715-536-4646  Now: 800.809.3352 et A Gentle Approach to
| MDMedAlert versemicomma, | Complete Famiy
‘ s . . " o Dentistry
& N‘V“; -» Cou . " I 2
ONE Y PARISH S oonwoCous | prytorting Seniors - N Nv% Patients ==—
Grow In your faith, E i;.%nfmmmgmmqn Nationwide 0 elcome ‘ ,:___/\
find @ Mass, and LRI s T il 201 N. Center Ave.

A New Generation of Care |——

connect with your 2 . 715-536-7104
Puridapisse. conls Melissa Dengel, RN, Administrator $29. 95/Mc2 billed quarterly : —
with OneParish! 1102 South Center Ave : s v : lll\'[()r é‘\"‘ LS“”(,

Merrill, WI 54452 * No Long-Term Contract

&< Plcase Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
ize One of Our Advertis

nk Y0

fiax: (715) 539-8399 Easy Self Installation —— e
OV ed & Opel eg D . . .
L Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 RSl g Leah Reist
GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one a3
WH Y A DVE R T, s E church bulletin home every Sunday. RGPS
Insurance Agent
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between . ' 4
IN YOUR LOCAL | busressesereinclined o choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin. 903 East Third Street in Merrill
HURCH BULLET,N? because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 82% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Callus at 1=-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com
i 4 Ci 715-536-8699 Park City. IMMer- il | Tank you for advertising in
R EALTY FAX 715-536-8842 i our church bulletin.

Phane: (75) BRSS9 e “Funeral Home, Inc.
Darrel & Melissa Dengel Di
irectors
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with a company specifically 536-6244
week as reference.
o 2402 EAST MAIN ST.
 SPARK e | EBrICkKNners
www.merrlliwirealestate.com Jeep “wgpopam§ I am patronizing your busincss

per1 @dwave.net be £it!
Your Home Town Realtor | S®@ over 700 new and used at bricknerfamily.com Cames. ol it

REINDL PRINTING INC. | Catholc Cruses and Tours end The Apostiship
1300 Johnson Street = of the Sea of the Unlted States of Americe
d ' Merrill, WI 54452 § Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

PAYING TOO MUCH

FOR YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT?

>y
g_n

(715) 536-9537 & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email « VEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS
s ‘ . |FAx: (715) 536-8293  |< silsen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com + MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS
Procision=Engingervd Print Seniees™ | ananwy reindlprinting.com | www. CatholicCrulsesandTours.com + MEDICARE PART [ PRESCRIPTION PLANS

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE! 115 Forest St, Ste 3

Wausau

715-845-8036

r

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

233800 St Francis Xavier Church www.jspaluch.com ~ For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170
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