LO, THE DAY IS COMING, BLAZING LIKE AN OVEN,
WHEN ALL THE PROUD AND ALL EVILDOERS
WILL BE STUBBLE.

MALACHI 3:19

St. Francis Xavier and St. John the Baptist Catholic Churches

| = P
. ¥a Parish Directory

o AN ' Parish Office. ...t e e 536-2803
~ Deacon /Parish Life Coordinator — Deacon Jim Amdt........................ 536-2803 ext. 218
~ Sacramental Minister — Fr. Mariadas Vallabhaneni (“Fr. Maria”)................. 536-2803 ext 215
" Parish Secretary — KIS LEZEEtt............veoeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeee e, 536-2803 ext. 202
Finance Clerk — Tracy Creel..... .......oooiiiiiiiiii e 536-2803 ext. 219
b Director of Faith Formation —Kay Berg ... 536-2803 ext. 222

~ Music Director — (OPeN)..............uueiiiieie e, 536-2803

j A_ Maintenance SUpervisor — (OPem)...........c.ceuevmieeinenninienieneennnnenniinnnnnn.336-2803

| Cemetery Sexton— John Hanson. ... 536-2803

& School Principal — Kate Shimel..............ccooiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeee e 536-6083

School Secretary — Cindy Gennrich...................ooiiiiiiiiiii 536-6083

Parish Website:  www.stfrancismerrill.org
Staff email addresses are listed on the parish website

7 :-, " Mass Schedule Reconciliation Schedule Eucharistic Adoration
é Monday No Mass Tuesday 4:30 PM Monday 2:00-7:00 PM

Tuesday 5:00 PM Wednesday 8:15 AM Tuesday 5:00 AM-5:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM Saturday 9:00 AM & 3:00 PM  Wednesday 6:00 AM-8:00 AM
Thursday 9:00 AM (SJB) Sunday 10:40 AM (SJB) AND 10:00 AM-8:00 PM
Friday 8:00 AM And by Appointment 4 pg Thursday 12:00 PM-8:00 PM

| Saturday 4:00 PM S/ Friday 5:00 AM-7:00 AM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM (SJB)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK - Nov. 14, 2022 Parish Office Hours:
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 Monday-Thursday
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28 (closed daily 12-12:30 for lunch)
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 Friday 8:30 AM-Noon
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;

. Low Gluten Eucharist
Lk 19:45-48 or (for the memorial of the ((.)(‘)Ki %)uafé1 avgila?arlls.

Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Please see Deacon Jim before Mass.
Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:22-33 Parish office email:
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 Kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org
Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-5; Col 1:12-20; Bulletin deadline is Tuesday at Noon.
Lk 23:35-43
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The Parish Communities of : St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church ~ St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Physical & mailing address:1708 East Tenth Street, Merrill, WI 54452 ~

Physical address: N4887 Hwy 17, Bloomville

Mission Statement: As a welcoming faith community centered in the Eucharist, and guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission
is to give glory to our Lord Jesus Christ through inspirational worship, faithful discipleship, and service to others.

Tuesday 11/15

4:30 PM
Reconciliation

5:00 PM
SFX Mass

Monday
11/14

Fr. Maria’s
Day Off

5:00 PM

SFX Parent/child
First
Reconciliation
Workshop

Wednesday 11/16

8:15 AM
SFX Reconciliation

9:00 AM
SFX Mass

Faith Formation Night with

parents
5:30 PM Grades K-5

6:30 PM Grades 6-12

Thursday Friday 11/18 | Saturday 11/19 Sunday
1117 8:00 AM 9:00 AM 11/20
9:00 AM SFX Mass SFX 7:30 AM

SJB Mass Reconciliation | SFX Mass
3:00 PM 9:00 AM

SFX SFX Mass

Reconciliation 11:00 AM

4:00 PM SJB Mass

SFX Mass

MASS INTENTIONS-Week of Nov. 14, 2022

Monday-No Mass

Tuesday
5:00 PM (SFX) T Rose Hehling
By: Mark & Sharon Zipperer

Wednesday

9:00 AM (SEX) ¥ Maria & Antonio Inzeo

.By: Bill & Kathy Wulf
Thursday

9:00 AM (S]B): Special Intention of the Custy Family

Friday

8:00 AM (SFX): Special Intention of the Custy Family

Saturday
4:00 PM (SFX) § Jo Hout
By: Friends & Family

Sunday

7:30 AM (SFX) Of: Marge & Joe Zaleski

By: Veronica Giese

9:00AM (SFX) f Rick Semling
By: Jack & Faye Semling Family

11:00 AM (SJB) People of the parishes

INTENTIONS

SACRAMENTS

Baptism: Please call the parish office to schedule a
baptism. You must be a registered and contributing member of
the parish to have your child receive this sacrament.

Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available upon
request by calling the parish office. Please do not wait until it
becomes an emergency because a priest will not always be
immediately available.

Communion to the homebound: Please contact the parish
office if you know of someone who would like to receive
communion at home.

J— 1
« 1
- [
5} Don't worry about me; >
o I have been given God's grace, <
o and | am going to remain S
= faithful to Christ and |
p to the Church. ‘5
7 TN LT b e %J
o QN
- Bl Eugene Bossilkov S
_ |
< 20th-century Passionist priest. After %
= he became a bishop, he was martyred o
< by the Communists in Bulgaria. |
“ Copyright © 2019, Michael Thimons |

Thanksgiving Day— Looking ahead

Mass November 24, 2022 9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
Mass November 24, 2022 10:30 AM St. Francis Xavier

The parish office is closing at 12:00 PM Wednesday,
November 23rd and will re-open Monday, November 28.

Getn o aE

We appreciate the advertisers who support our bulletin:

Taylor & Stine Funeral Home
715-536-6244

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU!

INCLUDES All Saints/All Souls Day

St. Francis Xavier  Nov 1-2 & 5-6,2022 Nov 1-2 & 6-7,2021

Adult Envelopes $8040.50 $7820.00
Loose $901.00 $734.00
ACH giving $4935.00 $4860.00
Debt Relief $1542.00 $1437.00
TOTAL $15,418.50 $14,851.00
St. John the Baptist

Adult Env. & Loose $1055.00 $852.00



Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

It is easy to go through life non-reflectively, living the
routines of our days and weeks without giving much thought
to the larger questions of meaning, purpose, and calling. We
may know we need to change but put it off, thinking we’ll
love, serve, and care more in the future. We may face trial
personally and be weary of trying to live as we know we
should. We witness discord, violence, and division and it
may feel that it is the end of the world. Today’s readings
urge us to put laziness, fear, or distraction aside and get
about the work of discipleship with the assurance that the
Lord will provide what we need as we do so.

THE SUN OF JUSTICE WILL ARISE

It may seem as though Jesus is talking directly to us in
today’s Gospel. While it is always true that the Gospel
speaks across time and space, today’s message feels
particularly appropriate as we near the end of another year
that has been filled with pandemic, political division,
international tension, and economic concerns. Christ reigns
over all these things, and as Christians, we hold firm in the
belief that we will as well. We must take the long view—the
truly long view of eternity—as we meet the challenges of
our time. The sun of justice will arise. All will be well.

NOT A HAIR ON YOUR HEAD WILL BE DESTROYED.
PERSEVERE

The message of the Gospel is not abstract, nor are we distant
hearers of its message. We face choices every day about how
we will live, what we will or won’t do, how seriously we
will take Christ’s call to live the truth of the gospel. At
times, the choices we face seem inconsequential: will we sit
on the sofa night after night, or choose to spend time with
family or serve in our parish? Will we get up for Mass on
Sunday morning ready to praise God and be part of our faith
community, or drag ourselves there, grumbling every step of
the way (or not go at all)? Choices such as these are of
consequence of course, not only because each decision
matters, but the patterns we establish in our lives are rooted
in the cumulative weight of the choices we make. We may
be called upon to make harder choices and must be prepared
to do so. Jesus tells us to persevere. By doing so, we will
secure our lives.

-Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

SCHOOL NEWS

Our school students raised $485.30 during their penny
war. All proceeds were donated to the Hope Pregnancy
Resource Center through their Operation Baby Bottle!
Hope Life Center of Wisconsin provides free services,
resources and encouragement to help women make good
choices for their future. What a great way to celebrate
October as Pro-life Month! Our 3 year old preschool class
was the winner!

Thank you to the great cooks helping out with our school
hot lunch program while our cook, Miss Angie, recovers
from knee surgery: Pete McConnell, Maria Volpe, Dorothy
Gennrich, Lori Westaby and Kendall Fleischman. God Bless
you alll

Pine Crest Nursing Home Christmas Wish List

Christmas is right around the corner! Thanks to your
generosity in the past, we were able to give a Christmas gift
to each resident of Pine Crest Nursing Home. Once again
we are asking that you consider donating Christmas gifts
and/or money, allowing Pine Crest to purchase specially
requested gifts. Donations need to be dropped off at Pine
Crest by December 12. Great ideas include: batteries,
watches, word search books, stamps, packers/brewers
apparel, slippers, socks, soda, robes, playing cards, men’s
pajamas, women’s night gowns, mittens, picture frames,
baseball caps, chocolate, lotions, magazine subscriptions,
trivia books, and white boards. Thank you so much for
your support.

~Brianna VandenHeuvel, Life Enrichment Supervisor
715-539-2548

St. John the Baptist Christmas Bazaar
December 4, 2022

e Soup and chili lunch
o Bake sale
o Basket raffles
e Sweepstakes raffle

Bagaar

Sweepstakes tickets are now available at the
parish office in Merrill, and the back of St.
John the Baptist Church, and the day of the
bazaar. This year's prizes:

2 gravity chairs and a gift basket,
4—$100 CASH prizes,
2—$150 SCRIP Prizes.

Can you help sell tickets, set up or clean up, or
work in the kitchen that day? Call Karla at:
715-219-6070 or use the sign up sheets in the
back of church. Thank you.




November 13, 2022 Written by
THE

FAITHFUL

Thirty-third Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time

Mal 3:19-20a | 2 Thes 3:7-12 | Lk 21:5-19

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

In today’s Gospel, Jesus describes events leading up to the
end times: wars, earthquakes, famines, plagues, persecution,
and even death. It’s no wonder some Christians believe the
Second Coming could be any day now. After all, our world has
seen more than its share of these signs. However, as Jesus tells
the disciples, we don’t know when the end times will come.
We do know, however, that Jesus remains at our side through
the thick and thin of these “in between times.” Just as Jesus
tells the disciples he will give them “wisdom in speaking” to
refute their enemies, he will give us the strength we need to
persevere in faith. As St. Paul reminds us, we can do that by
imitating the early Christians, working quietly to build up the
kingdom of God each day.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When facing a difficult decision or situation, it can be easy

to fall into the trap of “catastrophizing” - that is, thinking of
our biggest fear coming true, or of the worst that can happen.
Today’s readings include a laundry list: a blazing fire, toil and
drudgery, wars and insurrections, earthquakes, famines, per-
secution, and death. Yet Jesus tells the disciples, “not a hair
on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you

will secure your lives.” Rather than focus on our fears - not
only about the end times but in our day-to-day lives - Jesus
challenges us to trust in God’s love for us. It doesn’t mean we
should resign ourselves to the difficulties we or others face.
However, by placing faith over fear we can seek to help others
here on earth, confident that Jesus will lead us home when
our time comes.

ACT Many people today suffer due to natural disasters,
authoritarian leadership, and human violence. Pray for these
victims, of course, but also - in your creativity - seek out ways
to use your time, talent, and/or treasure to alleviate their situa-
tion if possible.
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THIS WEEK ON

FORMED

Week of November 13, 2022

- ~ Saints Peter and Paul

o . %ﬁ o e Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp to expand your
1% /% W 74% knowledge of sacred art. In this episode on FORMED,
3 ¥ they discuss an icon depicting Sts. Peter and Paul.

,‘;‘ i/ML Saints Peter and Paul

FORMEDNOW

St. Giuseppe Moscati

Giuseppe Moscati, "the holy physician of Naples,' was
a medical doctor and layman in the early twentieth
century who came from an aristocratic family and
devoted his medical career to serving the poor. Watch
this beautiful film to be inspired by the example of this
holy man.

ST. GIUSEPPE M OSCATI

St. Frances St. Frances Cabrlnl

Cabrini

No one would have assumed that a sickly girl from

ltaly would be accepted into a convent nor travel far
from home. Yet, St. Frances went on to prove both
assumptions incorrect, becoming a nun and missionary
who would establish schools, orphanages and
hospitals all across America.

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

IR Bu), -
An offering from the oy AUGUSTINE INSTITUTFE and IgRatius press




SCRIP NEWS

= Black Friday is approaching (November 25). If you
are looking to hit those early sales you will want to
make sure you have SCRIP to every storel We have
45 stores in stock, and can special order hundreds
more! Check out www.raiseright.com for a
complete list. Special orders will be placed on
November 14 and November 21 at 8:00 AM. You
may call or email the parish office with any special
orders. (Kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org)

= Are you hosting Thanksgiving Dinner? You will
want to make sure you purchase SCRIP before you
buy your groceries..... We have Walmart, Pick N
Save, and County Market in stock and ready for
you to purchase!

= When our school families use SCRIP, their tuition
becomes more affordable! When they use SCRIP
they receive 50% of the profit off of their tuition.
Some families recently received credits of:
$154.02, $215.20, $316.00, $522.0311

Read and Understand the Bible

with The Bible in a Year Podcast
with Fr. Mike Schmitz!

“As cradle Catholics, we hear Scripture at Mass
and occasionally in self study but never like this.
The Bible in a Year brings it all together.”
—Ignacio G.

Join over 1 million Catholics listening to
this podcast!

Get the FREE Reading Plan!

Scan this QR code with your phone to
learn more and get your free reading plan!

www.ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear

THE BIBLE

CSA 2022-2023

Did you know that CSA Funding for Worship serves as a
resource for pastors, parish directors and parish life
coordinators, and anyone in diocesan parishes and
schools who are responsible for sacramental liturgical
preparation and celebrations? It also plans major
diocesan celebrations in the Diocese of Superior,
sponsors educational and formational events on
liturgical topics as well as assists with the initiation of
adults and the diocesan celebration of the rites for the
initiation of adults.
No donation to the CSA is too small, and we are looking
for 100% participation. Our cluster goals are:

Thank you for your pledge or donation!

They
Bulletin Boar(ﬁ

4 The candles in the Eucharistic Adoration Chapel burn
this week in loving memory of Elaine Riesinger.

4 During the month of November the book of
remembrance will be placed in the front of church.
Please write your loved ones’ names in the book and
they will be remembered in our prayers all month
long.

-+ PLEASE NOTE: The cemetery staff would like all
wreaths to be hung on a suitable stand. Additionally,
please keep all decorations to the side of your
monument and out of the aisles.

4 Are you a young adult looking for a group of Christian
friends? Come join us on Wednesday nights for a co-ed
young adult bible study! If you’re interested in learning
more, call or text Ian Cohrs at 715-551-1746 for details.

-+ Missals with weekday readings will no longer be
purchased for those parishioners who want them. If you
would like to order your own missal you may do so by
calling OCP at: 503-281-1191. Additionally there are
many free Apps and websites that you can visit for daily
readings. Please call Kris in the parish office if you need
assistance.

+  Congratulations to these November winners from the
Knights of Columbus 2022 Calendar raffle: Dennis
Knott, Kaye Rell, Ian Cohrs, Kathy Slavin all of Merrill.
If you would like to purchase a 2023 Calendar and be
part of the exciting monthly raffle drawings, they are
available in the parish office for $20.00. These raffle
calendars make the PERFECT Christmas gift!

4 The giving tree is again up in the back of church close
to the handicap entrance. Please take a tag, and fill out
the book with your name and tag number. Gifts are due
back by DECEMBER 4th. We will put more tags on the
tree as the become available.

4 Operation Baby Bottle update: Thank you to those
generous parishioners who supported pregnant women
in our area through Operation Baby Bottle. We have
raised $4028.49 for Hope Resource Center in Wausau.
There are still approximately 90 baby bottles not turned
in. Please return your baby bottle (even if it is empty) as
soon as possible. HOPE does not want to purchase more
bottles if it is not necessary. Bottles may be dropped in
the drop box in the back of church, or brought to the
parish office. Thank you.

The Diocese of Superior has a monthly prayer calendar post-
ed on their website where a priest in our diocese is prayed for
each day. This week we are praying for:

Monday— Rev. Jayanna Kanna
Tuesday— Rev. Madanu Karunakar
Wednesday— Very Rev. Chris Kemp
Thursday— Rev. Sangmoon Kim
Friday— Rev. James Kinney

Saturday- Rev. Maria Joseph Kodiganti
Sunday— Rev. Bob Koszarek




Following Jesus

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

NEXT WEEK WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 16th
Episode 4 of The Chosen
5:30—6:30PM Grades K—g

6:30—7:30PM Grades 6—10
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 23rd—OFF FORTHANKSGIVING BREAK!

Second Grade Parents:

Just a reminder that next week Tuesday November 15th
we have our parent/child workshops for First
Reconciliation in the school cafeteria beginning at 5:00PM.
This is an opportunity for parents to spend some time
learning about this important Sacrament with their

children, rotating through stations. Plan on it taking about

60—75 minutes. Contact Kay Berg with any questions.

PAPER PRAYER CHAIN

Our school students would LOVE to pray
for you! If you have any prayer requests,
we will add them to our prayer chain that
we pray for every day. You can see the
prayer chain begin in the cafeteria—we are
hoping to grow it to go into and through
the school! Please send all requests any
teacher or to any student.

Kay Berg, Director of Faith Formation

kberg@stfrancismerrill.org

www.facebook.com/portraitsofsaints

715-536-2803 ext 222 or 715-966-0877 cell



OakPark | WE DO STUMP GRINDING | G 2 &&872 -7 -

DENTAL RESIDENTS £

WELCOME k
Free Estimates A55|sted Ilvmg & memory support

715-539-0441| Licensed & Insured Private apartments with spacious layouts
2402 East Main Sureet, Suite 8 | wedostumpgrinding.com 715.302.3151 Beautiful grounds - Friendly staff & residents

www.oakparkmerrill.com

Dr:. Steven DeMille
Dr. Ed Long

Merrill, W1 54452 Mark & Tina Scott, Owners & Parishioners Delicious meals - Activities & events - 24/7 nurses
] ’ anes 7he most fun Schedule your personal '
Lm o under one roof! ) Your tour today: 715-536-5575  BELL?
1208 N. Center Ave. ® 536-9405 ad A TOWER
www.LincolnLanesOnline.com | could :
301 Eagle Dr. » Merrill, Wi be in
-371
54452-3714 this
715-536-4646 space!
A www.WaidFuneral.com P
ONE ) PARISH B RooounGoun | priacting Seniors
Grow in your faith, AMAAMANAARAA AR Nationwide
find @ Mass, and E}vdmnumrmum_m Medical Alert Systom

A New Generation of Care |——

connect with
gt g Melissa Dengel, RN, Administrator $29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

Catholic Community

i 1102 South Center Ave * One Free Month g __,_ 7, By o
J\Mgwg Merrill, Wi 54452 \ Q RSl Sveded - hl’V[DI 6"' é“l-l(’
- - Flione: ( FE RSN + Price Guarantee ‘Funeral Home &

\ Fax: (715) 539-8399

: . « Easy Self Instaliation ( r‘ ,nanan Serl |u es
Darrel & Melissa Dengel

" e
Call Today! Toll Free IABZ‘7.8DY.8608 Lelh e — Meluuer

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one Funeral Directors
WH Y A DVER"" s E church bulletin home every Sunday. Tammy Klade
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising ¥ /fe nsurance Agent

" in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with a compeny specifically

H‘ ’ H ‘ ’ E "' N because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
c Rc B lL ' ? GREAT P?ODUCT - B2% of households keep the church bulletin the entire
week as reference

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Callus at 1=800-621<5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

Thank Yo
e Most Complete| R g~ g i FRER NS

903 E. Third St., Merrill
715-536-6244

< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Online National | iggric CHtay, Merrilll | ™k o wverisingin
Divectory of hiro i our church bulletin.
ry Jeep “wg"popae® I am patronizing your business

because of it!

Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes | See over 700 new and used at bricknerfamily.com
REINDL PRINTING INC. Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship M = VN4 Ty (o Jo )1 [V [ o4

R ei n d l ;Z?(i(r)”}/om?:lggaet E btebhbirtoatlaolel  0r YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLENENT?

g Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY
(715) 536-9537 & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email | * MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS
FAX: (715) 5636-8293 £ sileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com | * MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS

Precison-Endingared Prt Services™ | pnana, reindlprinting.com www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com| * MEDICARE PART D PRESCRIPTION PLANS

ZiPPERER
4 Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE! 115 Forest St. Ste 3

Wausau

Sigr\ up here: 715-845-8036
Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
233800 St Francis Xavier Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
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