
St. Francis Xavier and St. John the Baptist Catholic Churches 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK - Nov. 14, 2022 
 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; 
Lk 19:45-48 or (for the memorial of the 
Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; 
Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:22-33 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-5; Col 1:12-20; 
Lk 23:35-43 

Parish Office Hours: 
 

Monday-Thursday  
8:00 AM-4:00 PM 

(closed daily 12-12:30 for lunch) 
Friday 8:30 AM-Noon 

 

Low Gluten Eucharist 
 (.01%) are available. 

Please see Deacon Jim before Mass. 
 

Parish office email: 
kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org 

Bulletin deadline is Tuesday at Noon. 

Parish Directory  
Parish Office…………………………………………………………………....536-2803 
Deacon /Parish Life Coordinator  —  Deacon Jim Arndt………………..…….536-2803 ext. 218 
Sacramental Minister — Fr. Mariadas Vallabhaneni  (“Fr. Maria”)……………..536-2803 ext 215 
Parish Secretary — Kris Leggett.………………………….……………………536-2803 ext. 202 
Finance Clerk — Tracy Creel….. ………………………………………………536-2803 ext. 219 
Director of  Faith Formation —Kay Berg …..………….......................................536-2803 ext. 222 
Music Director — (open)……………………………………...……………......536-2803  
Maintenance Supervisor — (open)………………...……………………...........536-2803 
Cemetery Sexton— John Hanson……………………………………………. ...536-2803 
School Principal — Kate Shimel……………………………………………..… 536-6083 
School Secretary — Cindy Gennrich….…………………………………….….. 536-6083 

 

Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
Staff email addresses are listed on the parish website 

 
 

 Mass Schedule                           Reconciliation Schedule                  Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday No Mass                       Tuesday  4:30 PM                               Monday  2:00-7:00 PM 
Tuesday 5:00 PM                       Wednesday 8:15 AM                          Tuesday 5:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Wednesday 9:00 AM                 Saturday  9:00 AM & 3:00 PM        Wednesday 6:00 AM-8:00 AM 
Thursday 9:00 AM (SJB)           Sunday 10:40 AM (SJB)                   AND 10:00 AM-8:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM                           And by Appointment                              Thursday 12:00 PM-8:00 PM 
Saturday 4:00 PM                                                                                         Friday 5:00 AM-7:00 AM 
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM (SJB) 



The Parish Communities of : St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church  ~  St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
  Physical & mailing address:1708 East Tenth Street, Merrill, WI 54452    ~       Physical address: N4887 Hwy 17,  Bloomville 
Mission Statement: As a welcoming faith community centered in the Euchar ist, and guided by the Holy Spir it, our  mission 
is to give glory to our Lord Jesus Christ through inspirational worship, faithful discipleship, and service to others. 

We appreciate the advertisers who support our bulletin: 
 
 

Taylor & Stine Funeral Home 
715-536-6244 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism: Please call the par ish office to schedule a 
baptism. You must be a registered and contributing member of 
the parish  to have your child receive this sacrament. 
 

Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available upon 
request by calling the parish office. Please do not wait until it 
becomes an emergency because a priest will not always be 
immediately available. 
 

Communion to the homebound: Please contact the par ish 
office if you know of someone who would like to receive 
communion at home. 

MASS INTENTIONS-Week of Nov. 14, 2022 
 
 

Monday-No Mass 
 

Tuesday 
5:00 PM (SFX) †  Rose Hehling 
By: Mark & Sharon Zipperer 
 

Wednesday 
9:00 AM (SFX) †  Maria & Antonio Inzeo 
.By: Bill & Kathy Wulf 
 

Thursday  
9:00 AM (SJB): Special Intention of the Custy Family 
 

Friday  
8:00 AM (SFX): Special Intention of the Custy Family 
 

Saturday 
4:00 PM (SFX) † Jo Hout 
By: Friends & Family 
 

Sunday 
7:30 AM (SFX) Of:  Marge & Joe Zaleski 
By: Veronica Giese 
 

9:00AM (SFX) † Rick Semling 
By: Jack & Faye Semling Family   
 

11:00 AM (SJB) People of the parishes 
 

 

St. Francis Xavier Nov 1-2 & 5-6, 2022 

Adult Envelopes $8040.50 

Loose $901.00 

ACH giving $4935.00 

Debt Relief $1542.00 

TOTAL $15,418.50 
St. John the Baptist  

Adult Env. & Loose $1055.00 

Nov 1-2 & 6-7, 2021 

$7820.00 

$734.00 

$4860.00 

$1437.00 

$14,851.00 
 

$852.00 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU! 

Monday 
11/14 

 

Fr. Maria’s  
Day Off 

Tuesday 11/15 
 

4:30 PM 
Reconciliation 
 

5:00 PM 
SFX Mass 
 
5:00 PM 
SFX Parent/child 
First 
Reconciliation 
Workshop 
 

Wednesday 11/16 
 

8:15 AM 
SFX Reconciliation 
 

9:00 AM  
SFX Mass 
 

Faith Formation Night with 
parents 
5:30 PM  Grades K-5  
6:30 PM Grades 6-12 

Thursday 
11/17 

 

9:00 AM 
SJB Mass 
 
 

Friday 11/18 
 

8:00 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

 

Saturday 11/19 
 

9:00 AM 
SFX 
Reconciliation 
 

3:00 PM 
SFX 
Reconciliation 
 

4:00 PM 
SFX Mass 

Sunday 
11/20 

 

7:30 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

9:00 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

11:00 AM 
SJB Mass 

Thanksgiving Day– Looking ahead 
 

Mass November 24, 2022 9:00 AM St. John the Baptist 
Mass November 24, 2022 10:30 AM St. Francis Xavier 
 

The parish office is closing at 12:00 PM Wednesday,  
November 23rd and will re-open Monday, November 28. 

INCLUDES All Saints/All Souls Day 



Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

It is easy to go through life non-reflectively, living the 
routines of our days and weeks without giving much thought 
to the larger questions of meaning, purpose, and calling. We 
may know we need to change but put it off, thinking we’ll 
love, serve, and care more in the future. We may face trial 
personally and be weary of trying to live as we know we 
should. We witness discord, violence, and division and it 
may feel that it is the end of the world. Today’s readings 
urge us to put laziness, fear, or distraction aside and get 
about the work of discipleship with the assurance that the 
Lord will provide what we need as we do so. 
 

THE SUN OF JUSTICE WILL ARISE 
It may seem as though Jesus is talking directly to us in 
today’s Gospel. While it is always true that the Gospel 
speaks across time and space, today’s message feels 
particularly appropriate as we near the end of another year 
that has been filled with pandemic, political division, 
international tension, and economic concerns. Christ reigns 
over all these things, and as Christians, we hold firm in the 
belief that we will as well. We must take the long view—the 
truly long view of eternity—as we meet the challenges of 
our time. The sun of justice will arise. All will be well. 
 

NOT A HAIR ON YOUR HEAD WILL BE DESTROYED. 
PERSEVERE 
The message of the Gospel is not abstract, nor are we distant 
hearers of its message. We face choices every day about how 
we will live, what we will or won’t do, how seriously we 
will take Christ’s call to live the truth of the gospel. At 
times, the choices we face seem inconsequential: will we sit 
on the sofa night after night, or choose to spend time with 
family or serve in our parish? Will we get up for Mass on 
Sunday morning ready to praise God and be part of our faith 
community, or drag ourselves there, grumbling every step of 
the way (or not go at all)? Choices such as these are of 
consequence of course, not only because each decision 
matters, but the patterns we establish in our lives are rooted 
in the cumulative weight of the choices we make. We may 
be called upon to make harder choices and must be prepared 
to do so. Jesus tells us to persevere. By doing so, we will 
secure our lives. 
-Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Our school students raised $485.30 during their penny 

war.  All proceeds were donated to the Hope Pregnancy 

Resource Center through their Operation Baby Bottle! 

Hope Life Center of Wisconsin provides free services, 

resources and encouragement to help women make good 

choices for their future.  What a great way to celebrate 

October as Pro-life Month! Our 3 year old preschool class 

was the winner!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Thank you to the great cooks helping out with our school 

hot lunch program while our cook, Miss Angie, recovers 

from knee surgery: Pete McConnell, Maria Volpe, Dorothy 

Gennrich, Lori Westaby and Kendall Fleischman. God Bless 

you all! 

Pine Crest Nursing Home Christmas Wish List 
 
Christmas is right around the corner! Thanks to your 
generosity in the past, we were able to give a Christmas gift 
to each resident of Pine Crest Nursing Home.  Once again 
we are asking that you consider donating Christmas gifts 
and/or money, allowing Pine Crest to purchase specially 
requested gifts.  Donations need to be dropped off at Pine 
Crest by December 12.  Great ideas include: batteries, 
watches, word search books, stamps, packers/brewers 
apparel, slippers, socks, soda, robes, playing cards, men’s 
pajamas, women’s night gowns, mittens, picture frames, 
baseball caps, chocolate, lotions, magazine subscriptions, 
trivia books, and white boards.  Thank you so much for 
your support.  
-Brianna VandenHeuvel, Life Enrichment Supervisor 
715-539-2548 

St. John the Baptist Christmas Bazaar 
December 4, 2022 

 

 Soup and chili lunch 
 Bake sale 

 Basket raffles 
 Sweepstakes raffle 

 

Sweepstakes tickets are now available at the 
parish office in Merrill, and the back of St. 
John the Baptist Church, and the day of the 
bazaar.  This year’s prizes: 
 

2 gravity chairs and a gift basket,  
4—$100 CASH prizes,  
2—$150 SCRIP Prizes.   

 

Can you help sell tickets, set up or clean up, or 
work in the kitchen that day? Call Karla at:  
715-219-6070 or use the sign up sheets in the 
back of  church. Thank you. 







The Diocese of Superior has a monthly prayer calendar post-
ed on their website where a priest in our diocese is prayed for 
each day.  This week we are praying for: 
 

Monday– Rev. Jayanna Kanna 
Tuesday– Rev. Madanu Karunakar 
Wednesday–  Very Rev. Chris Kemp  
Thursday– Rev. Sangmoon Kim 
Friday–  Rev. James Kinney 
Saturday- Rev. Maria Joseph Kodiganti 
Sunday–  Rev.  Bob Koszarek 
 

† The candles in the Eucharistic Adoration Chapel burn 
this week in loving memory of Elaine Riesinger. 

† During the month of November the book of 
remembrance will be placed in the front of church.  
Please write your loved ones’ names in the book and 
they will be remembered in our prayers all month 
long.  

† PLEASE NOTE:  The cemetery staff would like all 
wreaths to be hung on a suitable stand. Additionally, 
please keep all decorations to the side of your 
monument and out of the aisles. 

† Are you a young adult looking for a group of Christian 
friends? Come join us on Wednesday nights for a co-ed 
young adult bible study! If you’re interested in learning 
more, call or text Ian Cohrs at 715-551-1746 for details.  

† Missals with weekday readings will no longer be 
purchased for those parishioners who want them.  If you 
would like to order your own missal you may do so by 
calling OCP at: 503-281-1191. Additionally there are 
many free Apps and websites that you can visit for daily 
readings.  Please call Kris in the parish office if you need 
assistance.  

† Congratulations to these November winners from the 

Knights of Columbus 2022 Calendar raffle: Dennis 
Knott, Kaye Rell, Ian Cohrs, Kathy Slavin all of Merrill.  
If you would like to purchase a 2023 Calendar and be 
part of the exciting monthly raffle drawings, they are 
available in the parish office for $20.00. These raffle 
calendars make the PERFECT Christmas gift!  

† The giving tree is again up in the back of church close 

to the handicap entrance.  Please take a tag, and fill out 
the book with your name and tag number.  Gifts are due 
back by DECEMBER 4th.  We will put more tags on the 
tree as the become available.   

† Operation Baby Bottle update:  Thank you to those 

generous parishioners who supported pregnant women 
in our area through Operation Baby Bottle.  We have 
raised $4028.49 for Hope Resource Center in Wausau.  
There are still approximately 90 baby bottles not turned 
in.  Please return your baby bottle (even if it is empty) as 
soon as possible. HOPE does not want to purchase more 
bottles if it is not necessary.  Bottles may be dropped in 
the drop box in the back of church, or brought to the 
parish office.  Thank you. 

CSA 2022-2023 
 

 

Did you know that CSA Funding for Worship serves as a 
resource for pastors, parish directors and parish life 
coordinators, and anyone in diocesan parishes and 
schools who are responsible for sacramental liturgical 
preparation and celebrations?  It also plans major 
diocesan celebrations in the Diocese of Superior, 
sponsors educational and formational events on 
liturgical topics as well as assists with the initiation of 
adults and the diocesan celebration of the rites for the 
initiation of adults.  
No donation to the CSA is too small, and we are looking 
for 100% participation.  Our cluster goals are: 

Thank you for your pledge or donation! 

SCRIP NEWS 

 Black Friday is approaching (November 25). If you 
are looking to hit those early sales you will want to 
make sure you have SCRIP to every store! We have 
45 stores in stock, and can special order hundreds 
more! Check out www.raiseright.com for a 
complete list.  Special orders will be placed on 
November 14 and November 21 at 8:00 AM.  You 
may call or email the parish office with any special 
orders. ( Kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org) 

 Are you hosting Thanksgiving Dinner? You will 
want to make sure  you purchase SCRIP before you 
buy your groceries….. We have Walmart, Pick N 
Save, and County Market in stock and ready for 
you to purchase! 

 When our school families use SCRIP, their tuition 
becomes more affordable! When they use SCRIP 
they receive 50% of the profit off of their tuition.  
Some families recently received credits of: 
$154.02, $215.20, $316.00, $522.03!!!   
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