
St. Francis Xavier and St. John the Baptist Catholic Churches 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK - November 21, 2022 
 
Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6;Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10-13; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1-3ab, 7-9; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 
21:20-28 
Thanksgiving Day (suggested): 
Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9;Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11 — 21:2; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a;Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-7ab; Lk 21:34-36 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14; 
Mt 24:37-44  

Parish Office Hours: 
 

Monday-Thursday  
8:00 AM-4:00 PM 

(closed daily 12-12:30 for lunch) 
Friday 8:30 AM-Noon 

 

Low Gluten Eucharist 
 (.01%) are available. 

Please see Deacon Jim before Mass. 
 

Parish office email: 
kleggett@stfrancismerrill.org 

Bulletin deadline is Tuesday at Noon. 

Parish Directory  
Parish Office…………………………………………………………………....536-2803 
Deacon /Parish Life Coordinator  —  Deacon Jim Arndt………………..…….536-2803 ext. 218 
Sacramental Minister — Fr. Mariadas Vallabhaneni  (“Fr. Maria”)……………..536-2803 ext 215 
Parish Secretary — Kris Leggett.………………………….……………………536-2803 ext. 202 
Finance Clerk — Tracy Creel….. ………………………………………………536-2803 ext. 219 
Director of  Faith Formation —Kay Berg …..………….......................................536-2803 ext. 222 
Music Director — (open)……………………………………...……………......536-2803  
Maintenance Supervisor — (open)………………...……………………...........536-2803 
Cemetery Sexton— John Hanson……………………………………………. ...536-2803 
School Principal — Kate Shimel……………………………………………..… 536-6083 
School Secretary — Cindy Gennrich….…………………………………….….. 536-6083 

 

Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
Staff email addresses are listed on the parish website 

 
 

 Mass Schedule                           Reconciliation Schedule                  Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday No Mass                       Tuesday  4:30 PM                               Monday  2:00-7:00 PM 
Tuesday 5:00 PM                       Wednesday 8:15 AM                          Tuesday 5:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Wednesday 9:00 AM                 Saturday  9:00 AM & 3:00 PM        Wednesday 6:00 AM-8:00 AM 
Thursday 9:00 AM (SJB)           Sunday 10:40 AM (SJB)                   AND 10:00 AM-8:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM                           And by Appointment                         Thursday 12:00 PM-8:00 PM 
Saturday 4:00 PM                                                                                         Friday 5:00 AM-7:00 AM 
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM (SJB) 



The Parish Communities of : St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church  ~  St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
  Physical & mailing address:1708 East Tenth Street, Merrill, WI 54452    ~       Physical address: N4887 Hwy 17,  Bloomville 
Mission Statement: As a welcoming faith community centered in the Euchar ist, and guided by the Holy Spir it, our  mission 
is to give glory to our Lord Jesus Christ through inspirational worship, faithful discipleship, and service to others. 

We appreciate the advertisers who support our bulletin: 
 
 

Brickner’s Park City Merrill 
Bricknerfamily.com 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism: Please call the par ish office to schedule a 
baptism. You must be a registered and contributing member of 
the parish  to have your child receive this sacrament. 
 

Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available upon 
request by calling the parish office. Please do not wait until it 
becomes an emergency because a priest will not always be 
immediately available. 
 

Communion to the homebound: Please contact the par ish 
office if you know of someone who would like to receive 
communion at home. 

MASS INTENTIONS-Week of Nov. 21, 2022 
 

Monday-No Mass 
 

Tuesday-No Mass 
 

Wednesday 
9:00 AM (SFX) † Mike Perry 
By: LeRoy & Connie Fischer 
 

Thursday  
9:00 AM (SJB) † Elaine Riesinger 
By: Kevin & Tammy Cohrs 
 

Thursday  
10:30 AM (SFX) † Hank Francois 
By: Clyde & Wendy Nelson 
 

Friday  
8:00 AM (SFX) †  David Alft 
By: Bill & Kathy Wulf 
 

Saturday 
4:00 PM (SFX) † Frankovich-Cournaya Families 
By: Family 
 

Sunday 
7:30 AM (SFX) †  Dorothy Ellenbecker 
By: Family 

9:00AM (SFX)   †  David Alft 
By: Bill & Kathy Wulf 
11:00 AM (SJB) People of the parishes 
 

 
St. Francis Xavier Nov 12-13, 2022 

Adult Envelopes $5425.00 

Loose $257.02 

ACH giving $1625.00 

Debt Relief $895.01 

TOTAL $8202.03 
St. John the Baptist  

Adult Env. & Loose $750.00 

Nov 13-14, 2021 

7557.00 

$403.00 

$1355.00 

$1032.00 

$10,347.00 
 

$602.00 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD-THANK YOU! 

Monday 
11/21 

 

Fr. Maria’s  
Day Off 

Tuesday 11/22 
 

No confessions 
No Mass 

Wednesday 11/23 
 

8:15 AM 
SFX Reconciliation 
 

9:00 AM  
SFX Mass 
 

Parish office closes 
At 12:00 PM 
 
 

Thursday 11/24 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

9:00 AM 
SJB Mass 
 

10:30 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

Parish Office  
Closed 
 

Friday 11/25 
 

8:00 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

Parish Office 
closed 

Saturday 11/26 
 

9:00 AM 
SFX 
Reconciliation 
 

3:00 PM 
SFX 
Reconciliation 
 

4:00 PM 
SFX Mass 

Sunday 11/27 
 

7:30 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

9:00 AM 
SFX Mass 
 

11:00 AM 
SJB Mass 

Thanksgiving Day Mass Schedule 
 

Mass November 24, 2022 9:00 AM St. John the Baptist 
Mass November 24, 2022 10:30 AM St. Francis Xavier 
 

The parish office is closing at 12:00 PM Wednesday,  
November 23rd and will re-open Monday, November 28. 



Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe 

 

We conclude the liturgical year today with the Solemnity 
of Christ the King. On the surface, we might wonder 
what this has to do with our lives. Why does it matter that 
Christ is King? Do we need a king? If we are honest with 
ourselves, we must admit that we do need someone to 
follow, a king who will rule our hearts, minds, and lives 
with goodness. Left to our own devices, following our 
own tendencies, we are bound to fall short of God’s great 
call to grow and live in holiness. Christ will shepherd us, 
not from a position of power or authority, although both 
are his as well, but rather from the throne of the cross, the 
throne of humility, compassion, and peace. 
 

JESUS, THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD 
Part of the challenge of living as a child of God is not 
being able to see God, to know what God is like. 
Believing in God requires faith, the willingness to enter 
into a mystery that is timeless and yet timely—as true 
today as it has been throughout the ages. Placing our faith 
in Jesus does not require us to put rational thought 
behind. Rather, in Jesus, we see God, the creator of all 
that is, including our intellect, the ability to understand 
our experience, and more. Jesus makes God visible, he is 
the image of the invisible God, the sign of God’s 
determination that we not be separated from God, the one 
who shows us creation’s ultimate purpose. When we 
wonder what God is like, what God desires, or how God 
acts, we need only look to Christ, who pours out his life 
in God’s compassionate love. 
 

JESUS, REMEMBER ME 
The repentant thief in today’s Gospel gives us a lasting 
image of Christ’s undying love and forgiveness. As Jesus 
is dying on the cross, the thief declares his belief in Jesus, 
the King. Jesus recognizes his faith and makes his own 
declaration: “today you will be with me in Paradise.” As 
we come to the end of the liturgical year and prepare to 
enter into Advent, it is good for us to ask ourselves if we, 
too, are ready to declare our belief that Jesus is the Christ, 
the image of the unseen God, the one who was and is and 
is to come. As we reaffirm our faith, let us place our 
hearts, minds, and lives in the hands of the King who 
reigns now and will reign into eternity. 
-Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Thanks to the Bryan & Stephanie Hoffman Family, 

Christmas trees and wreaths will be available again to 

purchase soon.  Watch for the display in the front of our 

school entrance by Thanksgiving Day.  Please use the 

“Free Will” offering box when you make your purchase.   

St. John the Baptist Christmas Bazaar 
December 4, 2022 

 

 Soup and chili lunch 
 Bake sale 

 Basket raffles 
 Sweepstakes raffle 

 

Sweepstakes tickets are now available at the 
parish office in Merrill, and the back of St. 
John the Baptist Church, and the day of the 
bazaar.  Please take as many tickets as you can 
sell as we are not allowed to mail them out 
according to the raffle license rules. This 
year’s prizes: 

2 gravity chairs and a gift basket,  
4—$100 CASH prizes,  
2—$150 SCRIP Prizes.   

 

With only 30 days left to the bazaar we are in 
need of basket items for the raffle.  Call Karla 
at:  715-219-6070 or use the sign up sheets in 
the back of  church. Thank you. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -  
Thank you to those who supported our bake sale 
and pancake breakfast last week.  Our profit was 
$536.00!! We plan on having these breakfasts 
continue in January and February. So save the 
dates: January 8, 2023 and February 12, 2023! 

The Diocese of Superior has a monthly prayer calendar post-
ed on their website where a priest in our diocese is prayed for 
each day.  This week we are praying for: 
 

Monday– Rev. Adam Laski 
Tuesday– Rev. Ron Levra 
Wednesday–  Rev.  John Long 
Thursday– Rev. David Lusson 
Friday–  Rev. Vijay Kumar Madani 
Saturday- Rev. Lourduraju Madanu 
Sunday–  Rev.  Jojappa Madanu 
 

Please join us in praying each day for our priests! 







  

† There is NO MASS or CONFESSIONS on Tuesday, Nov. 

22, as Fr. Maria will be at a diocesan meeting.   
† St. Mary’s Choir & Friends in Tomahawk will host a 

free Advent concert, titled “The Heart of Christmas” on 
Sunday, Dec. 4th at 4 p.m., followed by a reception.  75 
musicians will perform inspirational songs of hope, 
peace, and love.  A free-will offering will benefit Our 
Sisters’ House, the temporary homeless shelter in 
Tomahawk.  All are welcome!  

† Extra help is needed to prepare the church for advent.  

Please meet in the church Friday, November 25 
following the 8:00 AM Mass. Even if you can only stay 
for a short time, your help will be appreciated. 

† St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store is looking for volunteers.  

If you can help please call 539-1131. 

† Please return your baby bottle for “operation baby 

bottle” ASAP, even if it is empty.  We do not want HOPE 
to have to spend money purchasing more bottles if we 
can help it.  Thank  you. 

† The candles in the little flower adoration chapel burn in 
loving memory of Patricia Geiger, and in celebration of 
the 25th Wedding Anniversary of Sandy & Kevin Rell. 

† Altar Flowers this week are in loving memory of Duane 

Rutte. 

† BINGO!  Our next BINGO night is Thursday, Dec. 1.  

Doors open at 5:30 PM ant the games start at 6:30 PM. 
       Please join us for a super fun night, and bring a friend. 

A Message from Bishop James Powers  
 

After months of research, deliberation, and prayer, Bishop 
James P. Powers has authorized the release of the names of 
clergy with substantiated allegations of abuse of a minor in 
the Diocese of Superior.  The majority of names on this list 
are deceased and pose no further danger.  Those who are 
living have been removed from all priestly ministry.  The 
list will be released on the diocesan website – 
www.catholicdos.org – the afternoon of Tuesday, 
November 22, 2022.  It will also be published in the 
Catholic Herald in the November 24, 2022 edition. 
 

Priests and deacons will be meeting with Bishop Powers 
and Vicar General, Fr. James Tobolski the afternoon of 
November 22, just prior to the list being made public.   
 

The Charter for the Protection of Children and Y oung 
People requires each diocese to be open and transparent 
about allegations of abuse.  It is the prayer of all involved 
that the publication of this list will assist in the healing of 
those who have been harmed, our parish communities, and 
the Church itself.  Please continue to keep Bishop Powers, 
his advisors, our clergy, and our parishes in your prayers.  
While this is a difficult time, it is also a time to be proud 
that we have said, “No More!” to abusers – and “We are 
sorry” to those who have been harmed.  We will continue 
to strive to make our parishes and schools safe for all of 
God’s children. 
 

In conjunction with the release of the abusive clergy list, 
Bishop Powers will be celebrating a special Mass of 
Reparation Wednesday, November 23, 8:30 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of Christ the King.  All are invited to attend.  
Mass will be livestreamed on the Cathedral’s Facebook 
page. 

Preparing For ADVENT (Advent begins November 27, 2022) 

Download the App! 
 

Download the Laudate App,  the 
Amen App, or the Hallow App. 
These are free and give you the 
daily readings, reflections, 
meditations, and so much more!  

Receive the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation  

 

Reconciliation times are posted on 
the front cover of the bulletin.  
Additionally, we are planning 
these additional times: 
 

November 29th  5:30 PM 
(multiple priests available) 
 

November 30th 5:30 PM 
December 21st 5:30 PM 

Use Daily Reflections 
 

Sign up to receive daily reflections 
to your email.  
Visit:     www.formed.org 
Or:  www.dynamiccatholic.com 
 

We also are offering “Living Faith” 
Books, and “Little Blue Books” both 
offer daily reflections for the 
Advent Season. These are in the 
back of both churches. 

Knights of Columbus News 
 

At it’s November 10 meeting, the Fr. Rene Menard Knights of Columbus Council 1133 approved donations amounting to 
more than $2,350.00.  Among the grants were $300.00 each to the St. John the Baptist Christmas Bazaar and the St. Francis 
School Christmas Bazaar.  The Knights donated more than $1,250.00 to the Merrill High School intellectual disabilities 
department that was collected during their annual Tootsie Roll drive.  They also donated $300.00 to the Church Ladies, and 
$200.00 to a local children’s winter clothing project.   
 

Don’t forget to purchase your 2023 K of C raffle calendar.  At only $20 each, these make great Christmas gifts.  Every 
Sunday a $25 winner is picked, as well as 5 -$100 prizes, and 4—$250.00 prizes throughout the year!! 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Breakfast with St. Nick is December  4th! Please join us for  either  7:30 AM or  9:00 AM Mass, and 
then plan on staying for pancakes, eggs, and sausages cooked by our Knights.  And of course, there will be a chance to visit 
with St. Nick!   
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