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Tom Bowen named Chief Philanthropy Officer 
of Catholic Charities San Francisco 

     

SAN FRANCISCO – Dec. 15, 2022 - Catholic Charities of The Archdiocese of San Francisco is 
pleased to announce that Tom Bowen has joined the agency as Chief Philanthropy Officer. 
 
Tom has long led many philanthropic efforts on behalf of significant public and charitable 
endeavors at various institutions both locally and across the country. Leaders within Catholic 
Charities expressed delight that he has joined Catholic Charities’ important missions. 
 
“Tom Bowen has a background that is a perfect fit for working with Catholic Charities,” said Dr. 
Ellen Hammerle, Chief Executive Officer of the San Francisco agency. “As a Seminarian, he 
understands the depth of Catholic Social Teachings. As a professional, he has extensive 
experience in the development and philanthropy world supporting academia, sports and an 
array of significant institutions. His achievements have been commendable.” 
 
“We are looking forward to his advancement of our philanthropy to support the excellent 
programs and services Catholic Charities provides to change lives and serve the most vulnerable 
in our community.” 
 
Among his many philanthropic endeavors, Tom was responsible for all regional outreach on 
behalf of the 49ers Foundation for several years. He developed a comprehensive planned giving 
program for the University of California, Berkeley, athletic department. In addition, he held 
adjunct professorships and lecturer posts at the University of Memphis, the University of San 



Francisco, San Jose State University and Saint Mary’s College of California. 
 
In 2019, Tom founded and has led Bellwether Athletic Leadership Strategy Co., LLC, a national 
consulting company for Collegiate Athletic programs, Division I, II and III. 
 
“Coming from a career in college athletics, I am excited to expand my entrepreneurial spirit 
while serving in social ministry,” said Chief Philanthropy Officer Tom Bowen. “Catholic Charities 
appealed to me because of our mission, staff, work and leadership.” 
 
“I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as part of this organization. Every day for me is a 
faith-filled moment working with our programs, donors and community to change lives.” 
 
About Catholic Charities San Francisco 
Catholic Charities is one of the largest, most comprehensive human services agencies in 
Northern California reaching more than 32,000 people annually in San Francisco, San Mateo, 
and Marin Counties. We are an integral part of our communities and play a role in keeping our 
neighborhoods diverse, productive, safe, and healthy through more than 30 programs through 
the positive impact of our social justice advocacy informed by our diversity, equity, inclusivity 
and belonging awareness.  
 
We create lasting, data-driven solutions to some of the most pressing challenges in our 
community - homelessness, inequality, aging in isolation, generational poverty, HIV/AIDS, and 
immigration to name a few. Tough issues we face with determination, tenacity, and 
collaborative problem-solving with those we serve. Our results change lives for everyone, every 
day. https://www.catholiccharitiessf.org/ 
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