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What do I need to know about the Catholic Ministries Appeal? 
 

 
What else should I know about the Catholic Ministries Appeal? 
 
Starting in 2021, there will no longer be a separate appeal for the Seminarian Fund. The Seminarian 
Fund Appeal has been rolled into the Catholic Ministries Appeal. 
 
Why should I give to the Catholic Ministries Appeal? Shouldn’t I focus on giving to my parish? 
 
The Catholic Church is a Tripartite Church made up of the Parish, the Local Church, and the Universal 
Church. Parishes, under the guidance of the Pastor, are funded by the weekly collection made every 
Sunday. The Local Church – or Diocese – is under the guidance of the Bishop and used to be funded by a 
tax (“cathedraticum”) on the money raised for the Parishes, which was given to the Parish with the 
intent that it was going to stay within the Parish. The Universal Church, which is under the guidance of 
the Holy Father Pope Francis, receives its funding from the Local Church. 
 
In 1983, it was realized that this method of taking “old money” from the Parishes in order to fund the 
Local and Universal Churches was strangling our Diocese. A year later, the first Fruitful Harvest 
Campaign was launched as a better way of funding the Local and Universal Churches. This method for 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal is replacing the Fruitful Harvest Appeal and will begin in our parish 
September 19-20, 2020. Prior to this weekend, you will receive an envelope in the mail from Bishop 
Doherty with a brochure, pledge card and return envelope for mailing.  
 
The reason for the change is to focus on the many ministries that are supported through this appeal and 
to increase the transparency of how the funds raised from this appeal are utilized to support the works 
of Christ directly through the diocese, as well as through the ministries that support each of our local 
parishes.  
 
Here are the lists of the Diocesan Supported Ministries and Ministries to Parishes that are funded 
through the Catholic Ministries Appeal:  

 

      
 
This appeal will run from September 1, 2020 through December 31, 2021. After that, future Catholic 
Ministries Appeals will be annual appeals that follow the calendar year.  
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raising “new money” for the Diocese proved effective and lets money raised by the Parish stay within 
the Parish. As Catholics, we are not Congregationalists, we have a duty to provide for members of our 
Diocese and the worldwide Church. Catholic Ministries Appeal allows us to do this. 
 
How is a Parish’s Catholic Ministries Appeal goal calculated? 
 
A Parish’s goal is determined by its “eligible income” multiplied by a progressive factor based on 
“eligible income.” “Eligible income” is total income as reported to the Diocese on the Parish’s 2019 
Parish Annual Report less school income, approved capital campaign income, including Fruitful Harvest 
dovetails, and bequest, trust and estate donations. Based on the total income St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Parish reported in 2019, our progressive factor is 1.0 of “eligible income”. Our adjusted “eligible income” 
is then compared to the total for all parishes in the Diocese to determine our percentage of the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal goal. 
 
What is the Catholic Ministries Appeal goal for St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish? 
 
Our goal for this Catholic Ministries Appeal is $225,493. 
 
What happens if St Alphonsus Liguori Parish does not meet its goal? 
 
If the Parish does not meet its goal, the Parish will write a check to the Diocese for the difference 
between the goal amount and the amount contributed by parishioners. 
  
Is there a “dovetail” with the Catholic Ministries Appeal? 
 
There is no longer a “dovetail” with the Catholic Ministries Appeal. Parishes will be allowed to run an 
approved capital campaign in conjunction with the Catholic Ministries Appeal. 
 
What happens if St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish exceeds its goal for the Catholic Ministries Appeal? 
 
If a Parish exceeds its goal, the excess funds will no longer be returned to the Parish. The Diocese is 
creating an “overage” fund that will be used to assist needy parishioners and parishes in the Diocese. 
 
Where can I get accountability information? 
 
A financial accounting for the Diocese is published each fall as an insert in the Catholic Moment and is 
mailed to every Catholic household in Northcentral Indiana. In addition, the staff in the Office of 
Stewardship and Development and the members of the Bishop’s Cabinet are also available to respond to 
your questions regarding the Appeal. Call 765-742-7000 or write: 
  

Office of Stewardship and Development 
PO Box 1687 

Lafayette, IN 47902-1687 
 

How can I contact someone at St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish if I have questions? 
 
You can email jhill@zionsvillecatholic.com or call Jolaine Hill, Business Manager at 317-873-2885 during 
regular office hours. 

mailto:jhill@zionsvillecatholic.com
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Why does my Parish have so many second collections? I thought the Catholic Ministries Appeal was 
supposed to take care of all the special collections. 
 
Seven special collections are funded through the Catholic Ministries Appeal: Indian and Black Missions, 
Holy Land, Peter’s Pence, Latin America Cooperative, Catholic University, the Catholic Communications 
Campaign, and Home Missions. Several others are mandated which cannot be funded through the 
Catholic Ministries Appeal: Religious Retirement Fund, Propagation of the Faith, Catholic Overseas 
Relief, World Mission Sunday, and the Campaign for Human Development. 
 
 
 


