
Resources for Your Family This Advent: 
Chastity speaker Jason Evert will be at St. Thomas the Apostle for two events, 

one for parents and one for teens. Come hear him speak free of charge about 

how to foster pure relationships on Sunday, December 16th in the main Church 

at St. Thomas the Apostle (5150 N Valley View Rd, Tucson, AZ 85718) 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 - 3:30pm 

Jason Evert - Parenting for Purity (Parent audience) 

 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 - 6:15pm 

Jason Evert - Love or Lust? (Catholic Parish Youth Grades 7-12) 

 

The Blessing of a Child in the Womb 

 

The "Rite for the Blessing of a Child in the Womb" was crafted to 

support parents awaiting the birth of their child, to encourage 

parish prayers for -- and recognition of -- the precious gift of the 

child in the womb, and to foster respect for human life within so-

ciety. 

 

Join us on Sunday, December 9th at the 9:30 am Mass for 

this special blessing of all unborn children. 

 

“God, author of all life, bless, we pray, this unborn child;  give constant 

protection and grant a healthy birth 

that is the sign of our rebirth one day 

into the eternal rejoicing of heaven.” 

Family Prayer for Advent 

Father, we come together this Ad-

vent with joy, anticipation, and the 

longing to be ready to greet our 

long-awaited Savior, your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

During this holy season may our 

every hope, dream, and prayer be 

joined with those of all humanity 

and reach their fulfillment in your 

Son, who came for the salvation of 

us all. And may you bless us and 

give us your grace, and help us to 

be watchful and ready to meet your 

Son again when he comes in glory 

at the end of time.  

Amen 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

December 2018 

Saturday, December 1st  

First Reconciliations  

10:00am-12:00pm, Church  

Pray for our First Communicants as 

they prepare to receive the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation for the first 

time 

_________________________ 

Sunday, December 2nd  

ADVENT BEGINS 

__________________________ 

Saturday, December 8th: 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of Mary 

Sunday, December 9th: 

Blessing of the Child in the 

Womb Mass  

We invite all pregnant mothers 

and their families for a special 

blessing of their child in the womb 

at the 9:30 am Family Mass. 

(see more on pg 4) 

9:30 am, Church  

__________________________ 

Sunday, December 9th: 

Family Faith Formation 

Did you know that Christmas is a 

season and not just a day? Join us 

as we discuss how we can cele-

brate the season of Christmas  

 10:00-11:45am, Hall 

 

Meg and Natalie lead our Junior 

High Youth Group which meets 

Wednesday evenings from 6:30-

8:00 pm in the Hall.  

Meg is a stay-at-home mother of 4 

and has been married for 17 years. 

She has been at St. Mark’s for the 

past 2 years and serves as the 5th 

grade catechist on Tuesdays as well 

as a leader of the Junior High Youth 

Group. She has a degree in Music 

Education and is passionate about 

sharing her Catholic faith. 

 Natalie is a Tucson native who grew 

up in the St Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Parish. She attended CDO High 

School and continued at NAU where 

she got degrees in Elementary and 

Special Education. She is married and 

has two sons, ages 5 and 3. She is a 

stay-at-home mom and a small busi-

ness owner. This is Natalie’s first full 

year as a part of our Junior High Youth 

Group. 

We are blessed to have such wonderful lead-

ers for our Junior High Program. 

Upcoming Events 

RE Volunteer Spotlight: Meg Randall & Natalie Uy 

St. Mark RE Happenings 
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RE Programs: 

 

Kinder-5th Grade  

Tuesdays from 4:00-

5:30pm 

 

RE  Moms Group 

Tuesdays from 4:10-

5:20pm 

 

Junior High Youth 

Group 

Wednesdays from 6:30

-8:00pm  

 

High School Youth 

Group 

Sundays from 6:30-

8:00pm  

 

Family Faith Formation  

2nd Sunday of the 

Month, 10:00-11:45am 

 

Special Needs Ministry  

K-12, Tuesdays from 

4:00-5:30pm 

Adults, Wednesdays 

from 6:00-7:30pm 

 

Rite of Christian Initia-

tion for Adults (RCIA) 

Wednesdays 6:00-

8:00pm 

Sunday, December 9th: 

Teen Confirmation Class 

5:00-6:00 pm Hall 

_________________________ 

Sunday, December 16th: 

Last Lifeteen of 2018! 

6:30-8:00 pm Hall 

_________________________ 

Tuesday, December 18th: 

Last K-5 RE of 2018! 

4:00-5:30 pm Hall 

_________________________

Wednesday, December 

19th:  

Last Jr. High Night of 2018 

6:30-8:00 pm Hall 

_________________________ 
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“If Angels could be jealous of 

men, they would be so for 

one reason: Holy 

Communion.” 

– St. Maximilian Kolbe  

The Moms group with their 

blessing bags and wreaths 

Lifeteen: Diving Into the Mass 

An Update From Our RE Moms Group: 
The St. Mark Moms group, led 

by Jen Garcia and Amy Diaz, 

reconvened in August 

(coinciding with the RE calen-

dar) for our 2nd year.  

The moms have been busy 

already with these fun projects: 

creating “blessing bags” for the 

local homeless, heading up a 

Diaper Drive benefiting Gospel 

Rescue Mission (A Women 

and Children's Shelter), hosting 

a Christmas wreath craft night, 

starting a Bible study to learn 

how to defend ourselves with 

Gods armor, and more!  

We also have been growing 

our relationship with God and 

each other as we meet each 

week to talk about the scrip-

tures, our Catholic faith and 

our daily lives as moms. We 

are excited to embark on Ad-

vent and experience the mira-

cles that Jesus has in store for 

us this Christmas Season!   

 

We are welcoming new mem-

bers too. Please join us on 

Tuesdays in the chapel 4:10-

5:20 if this ministry interests 

you. No RSVP is necessary and 

childcare is provided for potty 

trained kiddos. We look for-

ward to meeting you! 

After showing the videos, teens 

were sent off into small groups to 

further discuss the topic and how 

it applies when they are sitting in 

the pew at church.  The final video 

lesson explained the Mass in its 

entirety and the whys behind every 

portion of the liturgy.   

 

Our goal for this series was to try 

to empower the teens to go to 

Mass willingly on their own and 

have them discover a side to the 

Mass they may have never seen 

before. 

 

As you may have heard, the teens 

This past semester, the teen youth 

ministry team taught the teens about 

the Mass, with new media that we 

haven’t used before.   

 

Using a video series called Altaration: 

The Mystery of the Mass Revealed 

from Ascension Press, five influential 

Catholic youth speakers (Mark Hart, 

Jackie Francois Angel, Fr. Mike 

Schmitz, Chris Stefanick, and Fr. Josh 

Johnson) try to break down the whats 

and whys of the liturgy in order to 

show teens the beauty and mystery of 

the Mass.  The series is broken down 

into five sessions, each consisting of 

three topics accompanied with videos.  

from the St Mark’s LifeTeen program will 

take a more active role in the liturgy by serv-

ing every third Sunday at the 9:30 am Mass.  

The teens started out on November 18, 

where they shadowed the Mass Coordinator, 

Sacristan, EMEs, Lectors, Ushers, and Greet-

ers in order to learn the various roles.  The 

teens will have one final training session on 

December 2, and will begin serving on De-

cember 16. 

 

If your son or daughter has been scheduled 

to help out with the Mass on the third Sun-

day, please make sure that (s)he is in the 

Liturgical Room in the Narthex by 9:00 am 

for check-in and that they are in nice clothes 

for Mass.   

S T .  M A R K  R E  H A P P E N I N G S  

“At this Christmas 

when Christ comes, 

will He find a warm 

heart? Mark the sea-

son of Advent by lov-

ing and serving  others 

with God's own love 

and concern.”   

-Mother Teresa 
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Teens will also be expected to help 

clean up the church afterwards before 

they can go home.  If we have sched-

uled your son or daughter to serve at 

the Mass and something has come up 

to where they can’t make it, please let 

Camryn Conforti know by the Thursday 

before so that we can try to find cover-

age. 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Some of our 

First Communi-

cants dressed up 

as their favorite 

saints  in honor 

of All Saints’ 

Day! 

Check Out Some Highlights from November! 

 

Above: Lifeteen hears from a vocations panel 

including Sr. Leonette, the Landers, and Fr. 

John.  

 

Left: The Mass series that Lifeteen has being 

using this semester. For more information on 

the series go to www.ascensionpress.com  

Left: Our Jr. High 

Youth Group plays 

“claytionary” and 

discusses the Beati-

tudes.  

Right: Our Jr. High 

watched the movie 

“Coco” and created 

a beautiful altar for 

the month of No-

vember to remember 

loved ones who have 

died.  

Below: 

Our 3rd Grade RE class 

memorizes the Creed 

through a fun game. 


