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The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

“Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to 
him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’ But 

wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 
and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these 
three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, ‘The one who 

showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”(Lk 10:25-37). 

Breakout #1: 

Jesus used parables to illustrate essential points in his teaching. The setting, characters, and turns of phrase 
would have been very familiar to Jesus’ audience. This is what made parables so poignant. As Dominicans, we 
examine the signs of the times with the scriptures in one hand and the news in the other. How might we 
consider this parable in 2021?  

• Introduce yourselves 
• Who are the characters in the Good Samaritan?  
• Imagine if the Good Samaritan were shared in 2021…  

o What might be the setting?  
o Who, in current society, might be…  

 The robber(s) 
 The man beaten 
 The priest 
 The Levite 
 The Samaritan 

• Why is this setting, these characters relevant in 2021?  

Whole group sharing opportunity following breakout #1  
(not mandatory for each group to share) 

 

Breakout #2 

• Introduce yourselves  
• Paragraph 64 asks, “Which of these persons do you identify with?” What are the issues of the day that 

we are ignoring? Who is our neighbor?  
• How do we avoid being “a society that seeks prosperity but turns its back on suffering” (p.65)? How 

can we concretely “rediscover our vocation as citizens of our respective nations and of the entire 
world, builders of a new social bond” (p. 66)?   
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Excerpts from Fratelli Tutti Chapter 2: 

63. Jesus tells the story of a man assaulted by thieves and lying injured on the wayside. Several persons passed 
him by, but failed to stop. These were people holding important social positions, yet lacking in real concern for 
the common good. They would not waste a couple of minutes caring for the injured man, or even in calling for 
help. Only one person stopped, approached the man and cared for him personally, even spending his own 
money to provide for his needs. He also gave him something that in our frenetic world we cling to tightly: he 
gave him his time. Certainly, he had his own plans for that day, his own needs, commitments and desires. Yet 
he was able to put all that aside when confronted with someone in need. Without even knowing the injured 
man, he saw him as deserving of his time and attention. 

64. Which of these persons do you identify with? This question, blunt as it is, is direct and incisive. Which of 
these characters do you resemble? We need to acknowledge that we are constantly tempted to ignore others, 
especially the weak. Let us admit that, for all the progress we have made, we are still “illiterate” when it 
comes to accompanying, caring for and supporting the most frail and vulnerable members of our developed 
societies. We have become accustomed to looking the other way, passing by, ignoring situations until they 
affect us directly. 

65. Someone is assaulted on our streets, and many hurry off as if they did not notice. People hit someone with 
their car and then flee the scene. Their only desire is to avoid problems; it does not matter that, through their 
fault, another person could die. All these are signs of an approach to life that is spreading in various and subtle 
ways. What is more, caught up as we are with our own needs, the sight of a person who is suffering disturbs 
us. It makes us uneasy, since we have no time to waste on other people’s problems. These are symptoms of an 
unhealthy society. A society that seeks prosperity but turns its back on suffering. 

66. May we not sink to such depths! Let us look to the example of the Good Samaritan. Jesus’ parable 
summons us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of our respective nations and of the entire world, builders 
of a new social bond. This summons is ever new, yet it is grounded in a fundamental law of our being: we are 
called to direct society to the pursuit of the common good and, with this purpose in mind, to persevere in 
consolidating its political and social order, its fabric of relations, its human goals. By his actions, the Good 
Samaritan showed that “the existence of each and every individual is deeply tied to that of others: life is not 
simply time that passes; life is a time for interactions”.[57] 

67. The parable eloquently presents the basic decision we need to make in order to rebuild our wounded 
world. In the face of so much pain and suffering, our only course is to imitate the Good Samaritan. Any other 
decision would make us either one of the robbers or one of those who walked by without showing 
compassion for the sufferings of the man on the roadside. The parable shows us how a community can be 
rebuilt by men and women who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject the creation of a society 
of exclusion, and act instead as neighbours, lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for the sake of the common 
good. At the same time, it warns us about the attitude of those who think only of themselves and fail to 
shoulder the inevitable responsibilities of life as it is. 

 

Whole text: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

USCCB InfoGraphics: https://www.usccb.org/resources/fratelli-tutti-infographics  
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