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Easter Day 

Detroit, April 12, 2020 

« O mors, ero mors tua. »  

Dear Canon, Very Dear Faithful, 

“O death, I will be your death.” 

 These words taken from Holy Saturday Tenebrae are fulfilled today, 

Easter. The Resurrected Lord puts to death death itself. Today we celebrate 

the Conqueror; the Triumphant One; the Ruler of life and death; the 

Victorious One; the Everlasting King of Kings; the Risen Savior, Jesus Christ 

true God and true man, 2nd Person of the Blessed Trinity.  

 To be even more struck by such a spectacle we ought to recall the 

grandeur of the mysterious events leading up to our Redemption. Jesus-

Christ is born in Bethlehem, just as the prophecies foretold. From birth, He 

knew poverty, nakedness, and persecution. For 30 years He lived in 

obscurity and humility. During the three years of His public ministry He 

taught in the Synagogues, healed the sick, and proclaimed His Divinity. This 

clear affirmation of His Divinity incurred the wrath of His enemies. Do not 

forget that Our Lord called Himself the “Master of the Sabbath”, “before 

Abraham was I am” and “the Father and I are one”. He proclaimed that He 

was “greater than Jonas”, “greater than Solomon”, greater than the Temple. 

He solemnly declares that if you destroy the Temple He will rebuild it in 

three days, referring to His own sacred body. He promises eternal life to 
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those that eat His flesh and drink His blood. He says that He will remain with 

us until the end of time. 

 The very same Jesus-Christ who makes all of these promises and 

declarations, was betrayed by one of His own. The others, although they did 

not betray Him, they abandoned Him, even denied Him. This same Jesus-

Christ was condemned, treated as a blasphemer, scourged, humiliated, spat 

upon, beaten, insulted, crowned with thorns, and nailed to a cross between 

two criminals. The same Jesus died on that Holy Cross and as a sign of the 

reality of His death, His Heart was pierced and all the water and blood of His 

body flowed forth. This same Jesus Christ was taken down from the Cross 

and placed in the arms of His Sorrowful Mother. Then He was buried; His 

tomb guarded by Roman soldiers even though His body had been placed in 

the Sepulcher and sealed by a great stone. 

 This is why the victory we celebrate today is so complete! It is truly the 

same Jesus-Christ, who died and was buried for three days, that rises today! 

By His own power He takes up life again. He is thus God! His doctrine and  

promises are true! Our Faith is not in vain for He is truly risen! He is God! 

 Dear Faithful, this passage from darkness to light; from death to life; 

from sin to grace, we are all called to live ourselves. This passage was placed 

before our eyes last night during the Easter Vigil with the blessing of the 

new fire and the Lumen Christi. Listen to this excerpt from the Exultet: 
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 This, therefore is the night which purged away the darkness of sinners 

by the light of the pillar. This is the night which at this time throughout the 

world restores to grace and unites in sanctity those that believe in Christ, 

and are separated from the vice of the world and the darkness of sinners. 

This is the night in which, destroying the bonds of death, Christ arose 

victorious from the grave. For it would have profited us nothing to have been 

born, unless redemption had also been bestowed upon us. 

 O wonderful condescension of Thy Mercy towards us! O inestimable 

affection of Charity: that Thou didst deliver up Thy Son! ...O truly blessed 

night, which alone deserved to know the time and hour in which Christ rose 

again from the grave! …Therefore the holiness of this night drives away all 

wickedness, cleanses faults, and restores innocence to the fallen, and 

gladness to the sorrowful. It puts flight to hatred, brings peace, and humbles 

pride. 

 We beseech Thee therefore, O Lord, that thou wouldst grant a peaceful 

season during the Paschal solemnities, and vouchsafe to rule, govern, and 

preserve with Thy constant protection Thy servants, and all the clergy, and 

the devout people.” 

 What beautiful truths expressed by the Liturgy! What timely 

supplications! What comforting reminders! Christ conquers! He destroys the 

bonds of death! So why would you ever willingly remain in fear, dear souls. 

Christ rises to bring you to a higher life. Christ triumphs over death to call 
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you to life after death. The Risen Lord is a daily reminder that we are not 

made for this passing earth, but for divine life in Heaven everlasting. 

 So place your troubled heart in the Glorious Royal Heart of our Eternal 

High Priest. Do not fret over potential dangers of health when the Master 

taught us that the things which kill our soul are far more dangerous.  

 My Easter prayer for each of you and for all the members of the 

Church here below, is that we allow the truth of the Resurrection to 

restructure our loves; to place a hierarchy in our priorities; and to grant us 

the grand vision that ought to be ours, illuminated by a truly supernatural 

Faith and fortified by a truly supernatural prudence. Salvation at all costs for 

what profits a man if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul.  

Let us remain faithful to this passage from darkness to light. We are 

the children of light and we ought to do the works of light. We are no longer 

slaves of Satan. We are no longer under the tyranny of sin. We have 

embraced the sweet yoke of Our Savior, and to Him we must be true. This 

Easter light; this Easter joy, we must keep in our hearts. This Easter grace 

must shine in our eyes and be proven by our works. 

 May we then all be worthy children of the Resurrection. We have been 

plunged into His death by this Lent and ongoing viral trial. We have been 

washed of our sins by His Precious Blood. Now we are plunged into His life. 

We have risen with Him this night and now we live in Hope. Death has met 

its death. Christ is risen, He is truly risen. Amen! Alleluia! 


