
HAPPY EASTER: ENTERING 50 DAYS OF JOY!

There is no April Fooling here!  We have walked the 40 days of Lent joyfully!  We have 
had a Biblical Walk with Mary (Thursday and Saturday mornings). We had a wonderful 
four-day mission with Fr. David Gunter: The Triumph of Mary.  We have had an increased 
number of people participating in the First Saturday Devotion promoted by Our Lady of 
Fatima. We have just completed a Novena to the Holy Spirit as  promoted by Cardinal 
Wuerl to show our solidarity with those most in need including immigrants, refugees, and 
victims of human trafficking.  We have walked two miles to raise funds for the financing 
of a new, larger statue of Our Lady of Fatima.  We have also walked the Stations of the 
Cross every Friday. The number of children participating in our religious education  
program has grown, now reaching a total of 400 registered children.  We may not have 
kept all our Lenten resolutions, but we have kept our eyes fixed on the Lord in anticipation 
of the Joy of Easter : He is risen!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! He is risen! 

We have reached the Climax of the Holy Week and the Triduum.  On Holy Thursday, Father Santiago and I concelebrated 
the Evening Mass of the Last Supper, a joint celebration of the Priesthood and the  
Eucharist.  This is always a great joyful event for the unity of priests, but also a moving one this year as we prayed for the soul 
of our beloved third pastor at OLHOC, Fr. Tom Crowley, who passed away one year ago; and we remembered Fr. Crowley's 
great homilies, his amazing sense of humor, and his great love for OLHOC, as he chose to postpone his necessary medical 
treatment for a few weeks so that he could celebrate the Triduum with all his Parishioners at OLHOC for his last time. 

With great joy we have entered into the Mystery of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. With even greater joy, we 
are now entering into the 50 Days of the Easter Season: the journey leading from Easter to Pentecost!  Through these 50 
days, we will complete our “walking with Mary on the road to intentional discipleship.”  We will ascend with Jesus 40 days 
after His Resurrection (Ascension Sunday).  Through a new Novena to the Holy Spirit , we will all await the descent of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost on Sunday, May 20, which this year coincides with the Feast of our Lady Help of Christians.  Over 
these last few weeks, we have meditated on the role and presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Once again, the Holy Spirit 
was felt by many at the Healing Mass presided by Fr. Martin Scott.  The church was packed on that Saturday March 17, and 
many received individual blessings from Fr. Scott.  We have discussed with our entire Parish Council what to do after we 
complete our walk with Mary on May 20 (Crowning of Mary, Outdoor Mass and Fellowship), and we reached a consensus: 
Our parish will celebrate a year of the Holy Spirit beginning on Pentecost 2018 and ending on Pentecost 2019.  

As we begin again to sing Gloria and Alleluia at Masses, Jesus keeps reminding us, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.  
Whoever believes in me will never die.”  This is our Faith!  This is our Hope not only in eternal life but also in peace and  
happiness right here, right now.  At every Mass, not only at Easter, we celebrate the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  At every Mass, we are reminded of the immense love God has for each one of us.  “God so loved the 

world that he sent His only Son” so that we can all have life!  By dying on the cross for 
our sins, Jesus destroys our death: by rising from the dead, Jesus restores our life! 

Easter is also a time for celebrating in our homes. The family is the domestic church.  It 
is the center of our relationship with God.  Pope Francis also keeps reminding us that the 
parish is a family of families.  In his exhortation letter “The Joy of Love” (issued two 
years ago) , Pope Francis also addresses some of the family challenges, including the need 
for the church to accompany newly married couples far beyond their wedding day. Last 
week we distributed a Pastoral Plan written by Cardinal Wuerl, “Sharing in the Joy of 
Love in Marriage and Family.” 

May we all have a most blessed Easter!  May we all enter with great Joy these 50 days of the Easter Season culminating with 
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon all of us at Pentecost on May 20!
         One in Christ,    
         Fr. Alain 


