
April 10, 2020 

Detroit 

Feria VI in Parasceve 

 

“Cujus livore sanati sumus. By His Wounds we are healed.” 

 

In the Name of the Father, + and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Dear Canon, very dear faithful, today we commemorate the day we killed Our Lord by our 

sins. On this day, by our sins we struck Him, spat in His face, scourged Him, crowned Him with 

thorns, brought Him to suffer many falls on the way to Mount Calvary where we hammered nails 

into His hands and feet, and crucified Him on a Cross between two thieves. As if that was not 

enough, on this day, while He was hanging on the Cross, we mocked, laughed and jeered at Him. 

On this day, we put to death the very Author of Life Himself. Traditionally, Holy Mother Church 

has remembered the price Our Lord paid for us by not distributing Communion on this day. In 

fact, in today’s Liturgy, Mass is not celebrated at all. The Sacred Host to be consumed by the 

Priest was consecrated at yesterday’s liturgy. Today’s service the liturgical colours are of a 

Requiem Mass, but in fact, unlike a Mass it is disjointed, reminding us, as the earthquake showed, 

that all of creation mourned the loss of its Creator. 

Dear faithful, we find ourselves in our third week of being forced to stay at home, cut off 

not only from our workplaces, universities, or schools, but unfortunately from the Sacraments as 

well, and most especially the Eucharist. In a way, as the Liturgy of the Church did not include the 

distribution of Communion on Good Friday for a very long time, these past three weeks have 

seemed to many as though it has been one long Good Friday. Many of us find ourselves on this 

day starved for the spiritual food and sustenance that is the Holy Eucharist. In a way, we have 

been experiencing for three weeks the desolation that all of creation experienced when Life was 

put to death. 

However, dear faithful, this desolation should not be a reason to despair, and a reason to 

abandon our faith. Just as we remember by faith the Passion and Death of Our Lord, we must also 

remember His Resurrection. It is faith in Our Lord and not in ourselves by which we will triumph 

over any difficult situation. So many times in the Scriptures we read of Our Lord reassuring those 

who sought His help to be not afraid, and reminding them simply to have faith in Him. Many 

times when He healed those who sought His healing for themselves of for their loved ones, He 
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said the words: your faith has saved you. Our Lord is the master of life and death, and not us. 

Especially in difficult times, it is important to turn to Our Lord in faith. It is most important that 

we remain at His side. Let us remember that the first act of the first Bishops ever consecrated by 

Our Lord was to abandon Him, while at the foot of the Cross, there stood, along with Saint John 

the Evangelist, the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalen. 

The lot of a Christian is to imitate His Master. Just as Our Lord and Master, the Son of 

God, Truth Himself, suffered and died for us without retracting any point of the doctrine that He 

taught, we are called to join Him and suffer while holding on to the same deposit of Faith. For this 

reason, most especially in times of suffering and difficulty, it is important to nourish our faith. At 

home, you are able to do so in times of prayer, especially as a family, and by spiritual reading, 

particularly of the catechism. Moreover, if you live in a place in which churches are still open, it 

is important to visit your local church and pray for a time in front of the tabernacle, asking the 

Lord Himself to teach you to pray. Now is the time to make novenas, and consecrations to the 

saints seeking their intercession, help and protection. Seek to observe the liturgical calendar of the 

Church by observing the feast days and by following Masses that are broadcast. Besides prayer, 

the liturgy is the most important means to fight the evil that is keeping us from Our Lord both 

physically and spiritually. Now is the time to multiply Acts of Faith, Hope and Charity. By 

increasing Our Faith in the Lord, trusting in Him, and growing in His Love, we will find our 

strength and security in Him. We must not seek to depend on our own strength to combat this evil, 

but recognise that in Our Lord, all our efforts will find their rightful end. 

The greatest danger at this time is that of discouragement. When we recognise what we 

have done to ourselves or others by our sins, or when evil has been done to us, it is easy to be 

discouraged, to turn inward and become lost in despair, frustration and anger. In these moments, 

we will quickly hear the discouraging words of the evil one speaking of the futility of rising again 

and seeking the help of Our Lord. Remember that the devil is a liar and the father of lies. More 

than ever, this is the moment to turn to Our Lord in faith, realising by our Baptism that we are 

united to Jesus as a member of His Mystical Body. When we turn to Him in Faith, the wounds we 

have caused ourselves by our sins become His wounds, and rather than hurting and even killing 

us, they become life giving. By faith, these wounds become His Wounds in His Mystical Body. 
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Saint Paul who suffered much in the exercise of his ministry as Apostle to the Gentiles, was able 

to say often that our glory is in the Cross of Christ, and that he glories in his infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may dwell in him. When we turn the healing of our wounds over to Our Lord and 

make our wounds His Own, then indeed, by His Wounds we are healed. His own life giving Blood 

will flow through them to us and heal them as He promised. 

The first lesson that we heard today in the liturgy is taken from the Prophet Hosea who 

spoke of our unfaithfulness to God and our redemption by Christ. This time of testing will last as 

long as God wills it, let us not abandon Him and remain ever faithful. The second lesson is taken 

from the Book of Exodus, in which God gives to His Chosen People instructions on how they are 

to prepare for the Passover. Let us remind ourselves, that the true Paschal Joy awaiting us is a 

deep interior joy that comes from our union with Christ. Let us remind ourselves that the very 

reason Our Lord led His Chosen People out of slavery in Egypt was because they were not free to 

worship Him there. That Passover of the Chosen People was a prefigurement of this Passover 

from our slavery to sin to the joy of eternal life through Christ Our Lord. Saint John, who wrote 

the Passion that we sang a few minutes ago, recognised this fact because at the ninth hour, 3 P.M., 

the exact hour that Our Lord died on the Cross, was the moment that the lambs were being 

immolated in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Dear faithful, today, we are offered a choice. On the one hand, we could imitate the first 

act of the College of Apostles, the first Bishops ever consecrated by the very human hands of Our 

Lord Himself, and abandon Him. On the other hand, we could imitate Our Blessed Mother, Saint 

John, and the women at the foot of the Cross, stay with Our Lord and by acts of faith, hope and 

love, continue to grow ever closer to Him. It is only in Jesus that we will find meaning for our 

suffering. It is only in Jesus that we will find redemption. To abandon Our Lord is to choose death. 

To choose to suffer and die with Our Lord is to choose to be with Him when He rises again. Today 

is that great feast of Mercy in which Our Lord completes the Mission that He began at His 

Incarnation. Today is the day that the Old Testament was closed and abrogated, and the New, 

instituted at the Last Supper, takes its place. All of the graces that we need through the Sacraments 

instituted in the New Testament are available to us if we remain united to Our Lord by Faith. In 
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time, the Church’s Sacramental life will be restored, and these days of testing will bring forth 

manifold fruits. 

Let us not hesitate to make use of this time to profit from the many graces that God is 

giving to those who choose to stay united to Him through this liturgical season. Today begins the 

Novena of the Divine Mercy. In Italian, from that country so adversely affected by this virus both 

physically and spiritually, the Divine Mercy Chaplet that we are to pray during this novena is 

called la Coroncina della Divina Misericordia, the little crown of the Divine Mercy. Let us pray 

this chaplet with greater fervour during this novena, so that by this little crown, we may remain 

firm in our faith against the physical and spiritual devastation caused by this other crown, this 

corona virus. 

May we remain firm in our faith through the recitation of this novena of Divine Mercy, 

seeking always to choose life in all our acts, following Our Lord always in everything we are to 

do. Let us remember by faith that our destination in not some fragile earthly security, but the 

heavenly Jerusalem to which Our Lord opened the gates on this day. If we stay close to Him, He 

will bring us back to a life of grace, a practice of a holy life, and with His perfect love, He will 

banish all fear from our souls. Once He establishes His Kingdom in our souls, we can follow 

Christ our King, marching behind His Banner, in this new Passover to spend our eternity with 

Him. 

VEXILLA Regis prodeunt; 

fulget Crucis mysterium, 

qua vita mortem pertulit, 

et morte vitam protulit: 

 

 

ABROAD the regal banners fly, 

now shines the Cross's mystery: 

upon it Life did death endure, 

and yet by death did life procure. 

 

In the Name of the Father, + and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 


