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John Shifflett
Avery Sandiford
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Robert Ansell
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Sarah Smith
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Please keep in your prayers those with long term illnesses
and their caregivers. To have names added to or removed
from the prayer list or if you need a priest at the hospital,
nursing home or assisted living facility, call (301) 934-9630.
Please leave your name, phone number, person's name,
facility and room number.

Sacrificial Giving
Weekend of March 7, 2021
St. Catherine
Offertory: $1,981
Repairs & Maint: $1,358

St. Ignatius
Offertory: $2,335
Repairs & Maint: $609

Thank you for your support of our church and ministries!

Sign Up for Flocknote! We love having you as
part of our flock!
●Weather disruptions ● Holy Day Reminders
●Event Details ● Weekly Bulletin
Flocknote: Text “ROUTE6” to 84576

Call the Office and we will help you get set up!

Mass Intentions and Readings

Faith Formation

Learn to Pray Well!
Saturday March 13 – Vigil of the Fourth
Sunday of Lent
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 Eph 2:4-10
4:00pm
Sunday March 14—Fourth Sunday of Lent
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 Eph 2:4-10
8:30am Repose of the soul of Gordon Gardner
10:30am Lloyd Barbour and Francis Barbour
Monday March 15 – Weekday
Is 65:17-21 Jn 4:43-54
6:30pm Louise Lievers
Tuesday March 16 - Weekday
Ez 47:1-9, 12 Jn 5:1-16
6:30pm Repose of the soul of Daniel P. Collins

Wednesday March 17 — Saint Patrick
Is 49:8-15 Jn 5:17-30
No Mass at St. Catherine’s
Thursday March 18—Saint Cyril of Jerusalem
Ex 32:7-14 Jn 5:31-47
6:30pm Repose of the soul of Marie Rooney
Mertz

Please join the Prayers for Beginners Faith Formation classes
each Saturday in Lent at St.
Catherine’s Hall at 9:00am.
Beverages await you as author
Peter Kreeft offers simple, but
profound advice and gives us
practical steps for developing a
prayer life based on the time-tested wisdom of
the saints and great spiritual writers. He covers
such areas as the necessity of prayer, various
motives and methods, steps, patience, suffering,
sin, faith, and grace.
Please read these chapters in advance of the discussion.
Feb 20: 1-4
Feb 27: 5-8
Mar 6: 9-10
Mar 13: 11-15
Mar 20: 16-17
Mar 27: 18-19
See you there!

St. Ignatius Easter Baskets
We will be collecting non-perishable items for
two families at St. Ignatius. Please leave your
items at the Church Hall. Gift cards and cash are
also welcome.
Call Julie Smoot with any
questions 301/281-5133.

Friday March 19—Saint Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
6:30pm Roshan Qureshi

Cemetery Clean Up
Please remove all decorations from the
cemeteries by April 1 to allow for
grass cutting. Artificial decorations
only from March-November on top of
the headstones, not on the ground. Thank you!

Thank you for your kind generosity!

From Fr. Q’s Desk
Last week I shared with you the exciting rediscovery of the fact that our church of St. Catherine’s was founded with significant help from
Mother St. Katharine Drexel, SBS. A 1911 ledger entry in the books kept at Chapel Point
shows “Gift of Mother M. Katharine Drexel—
$500.” But I wondered what more we could
learn about the story.
I contacted the Catholic Research Historical
Center in Philadelphia, where the archives are
kept of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament
(SBS), the religious order that Mother Drexel
founded. I wondered if they might be able to
shed any more light on how Mother Drexel’s
gift came to be donated to our parish.
A few days later, the archivists there replied
with a treasure trove of discoveries! They
found first the June 1911 corroborating entry in
Mother Drexel’s ledger: “Rev. W.J. Tynan, S.J.,
to aid in erecting col[ored] church St. Thomas
Manor Maryland—$500”. (You will recall that
St. Thomas is the name of the Jesuit residence
at St. Ignatius at Chapel Point.) Fr. Tynan was
the pastor during those years, and so responsible for the various mission churches in our region.

Fr. Tynan’s first letter to Mother Drexel mentioning the
McConchie congregation. (May 9, 1911)

But further, they also sent me seven of Fr.
Tynan’s to Mother Drexel in which he asks for
her help. I will let the correspondents take the
story from here:
•

Fr. Tynan tells Mother Katharine of a “neck
of land here entirely settled by colored who
have kept the faith despite great difficulties.” They are “anxious to build a chapel”
and looking for a loan on “easy terms.” He
estimates the cost of a chapel at $1000. (Oh,
those were the days!)

•

She responds, asking “if I give $500, if colored people can raise the remainder.” Fr.
Tynan assures her that they certainly can.

•

Fr. Tynan shares the good news of Mother
Drexel’s generosity with parishioners in

McConchie. To raise $500 would have been
no easy feat—the average Sunday collection was about two dollars. But at this good
news, the community scrapes together the
funds in a single week’s time! “Your generous offer,” he writes her gratefully, “stirred
them up as nothing else could have done.”
•

Finally, Fr. Tynan writes, the parishioners
“wish you to select a name for the chapel.”
We unfortunately do not have her response
to this request, but it seems reasonable to
suppose that our church’s name of St. Catherine was given (either by her, or by the parishioners) in remembrance of Mother
Katharine Drexel’s generous contribution.

Address Change

The Beatitudes are at the heart of Jesus' preaching.

Our old PO Box has closed, so be sure to use
our new mailing address :
Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
7640 Port Tobacco Road
Port Tobacco, MD 20677

Saint Francis de Sales Church Oysterfest
Saturday, March 20th from 12-3 pm at the hall,
7209 Benedict Avenue., Benedict, MD.
Enjoy local oysters fried, scalded and on the halfshell, shrimp, smoked brisket, variety of salads &
sides. Drive-thru takeout. $25 per adult; reserve a
table for six and one person eats free. Call for
family rates: 301-274-3416. Checks to “Saint Francis de Sales Church”, mail to: SFDS, PO Box 306,
Benedict MD 20612.

Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be
comforted.
Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called
sons of God.
Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness' sake
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad for
your reward is great in heaven.

Lenten Schedule
Monday

Tuesday
11am Stations of
the Cross
St. Ignatius

5:30pm Adoration
St. Catherine

5:30pm Adoration
St. Catherine

6:30pm Mass
St. Catherine

6:30pm Mass
St. Catherine

Wednesday

Thursday
11:00am Pivotal
Players

Friday

Feb 18 St. I Hall
Feb 25 St. C Hall
Mar 4 St. I Hall
Mar 11 St. C Hall
Mar 18 St. I Hall
Mar 25 St. C Hall

7:00pm Mass
Sacred Heart,
LaPlata

5:30pm Adoration & Confessions
St. Catherine

5:45pm Stations
of the Cross
St. Catherine

6:30pm Mass
St. Catherine

6:30pm Mass
St. Catherine

Saturday
9:00am Prayer for Beginners
St. C Hall

Catechism of the Catholic Church
Article 1
CELEBRATING THE CHURCH'S LITURGY

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Recognize God in your Everyday Moments
Awake, O Sleeper!

This morning came a little earlier than I would
have liked — Daylight Savings Time always
II. How is the Liturgy Celebrated?
does. Sometimes that morning sunlight seems
more intrusive than illuminating. You’re still
Signs and symbols
half-lost in sleep, and that sun is demanding of
1147 God speaks to man through the visible crea- you a lot more than you’re ready to give.
tion. the material cosmos is so presented to I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just
man's intelligence that he can read there traces of five more minutes.” You hit the “snooze” button
its Creator. Light and darkness, wind and fire, on your iPhone once (maybe twice? Show of
water and earth, the tree and its fruit speak of hands?) and turn away from the window.
God and symbolize both his greatness and his
So many kings of the Old Testament were steadnearness.
fast in their sleepy ways, rejecting the light their
1148 Inasmuch as they are creatures, these per- God tried to share with them. Likewise, John
ceptible realities can become means of express- tells us that, though Light — Christ — was sent
ing the action of God who sanctifies men, and into the world, the world preferred darkness.
the action of men who offer worship to God. the Sometimes it seems, when reading through
same is true of signs and symbols taken from the Scripture, that all throughout salvation history,
social life of man: washing and anointing, break- God has been trying to pull back the curtains, to
ing bread and sharing the cup can express the rouse us from our defiant slumber. And we resanctifying presence of God and man's gratitude sist Him. Time and time again, we resist Him.
toward his Creator.
Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It
1149 The great religions of mankind witness, of- seems to compel productivity. Furthermore,
ten impressively, to this cosmic and symbolic there’s no hiding in the light. Any photographer
meaning of religious rites. the liturgy of the worth his salt knows how to manipulate it,
Church presupposes, integrates and sanctifies highlighting the good and casting some merciful
elements from creation and human culture, con- shade on the bad.
ferring on them the dignity of signs of grace, of As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re
the new creation in Jesus Christ.
getting so close to the main event. Can we handle the light that will come on Easter morning,
1150 Signs of the covenant. the Chosen People bursting into the tomb as the stone is rolled
received from God distinctive signs and symbols away? Can we keep ourselves from hitting the
that marked its liturgical life. These are no longer “snooze” button on our souls, and sit up to face
solely celebrations of cosmic cycles and social the dawn of a new day?
gestures, but signs of the covenant, symbols of
God's mighty deeds for his people. Among these
liturgical signs from the Old Covenant are circumcision, anointing and consecration of kings
and priests, laying on of hands, sacrifices, and
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
above all the Passover. the Church sees in these
signs a prefiguring of the sacraments of the New
Covenant.

Fourth Sunday off Lent
March 14, 2021
Visit FORMED.org with a web browser
• Click on Register (lower right of page)
• Enter Parish Access Code: 84PVM3
• Enter your email and create a password
WATCH:I In the Footsteps of Saint Patrick
A special two-film set celebrating Saint Patrick,
produced in Ireland. In the Footsteps of St. Patrick is an inspiring docu-drama and spiritual adventure that recreates Patrick's pilgrim journey
through Ireland, using letters written by him, as
well as Monastic records from the 10th Century.
Once a slave of the Irish people, after his escape
he discerned the call of God to return to them as
a priest and evangelize the Irish with the Catholic
faith. Follow that amazing journey to the many
places of Patrick's adventure through Ireland.
The second film, Celebrate St Patrick, is a beautiful, moving concert in the glorious and ancient
St. Patrick's Cathedral in Armagh. Talented
choirs and musicians from all over Ireland perform sacred and Irish music in honor of St. Patrick, with passages recited form his famous
"Confessions" throughout the event. Hymns performed include Danny Boy, Be Thou My Vision,
Christ Be Beside Me, How Can I Keep from Singing, You Raise Me Up, Prayer of St. Patrick, and
many more.
READ:SJoseph: Patron of the Universal Church by
Mark Miravalle
The holy and hidden figure of St. Joseph comes
to light in this captivating presentation by Dr.
Mark Miravalle. What is the dignity of this great
man, and how do we convey the wondrous power of his intercession? Listen now as Dr. Miravalle delves into the fascinating and hidden life of
the man whom God chose to "substitute" for
Himself when the Word became flesh to dwell
among us.

SAINTS THIS WEEK
SAINT PATRICK

Saint Patrick was a fifth-century
Romano-British Christian missionary and bishop in Ireland.
Known as the "Apostle of Ireland", he is the primary patron saint of Ireland,
the other patron saints being Brigit of Kildare
and Columba. Patrick was never formally canonized, having lived prior to the current laws of
the Catholic Church in these matters. Nevertheless, he is venerated as a Saint in the Catholic
Church and in the Eastern Orthodox Church,
where he is regarded as equal-to-the-apostles
and Enlightener of Ireland. He is also regarded
as a Saint within the framework of their respective doctrine by the Anglican Communion and
the Lutheran Churches.
SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

OF

THEE

As a direct descendant of King David, Joseph was of royal lineage.
Although of noble birth and ancestry, this heir of the throne of David
was circumstantially poor and a carpenter by
trade. Chosen by God as the husband of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, and the protector of her
honor, Joseph respected her vow of virginity as
evidenced in the Virgin’s response to the Archangel Gabriel when he announced that she was
to bear a son, “How shall this be done, because I
know not man?” (Luke 1:34) Though the Gospels reveal little about Joseph, the simple eulogy
of the Holy Scriptures, “being a just
man,” (Matt. 1:19) encompasses his greatness.

KIDS CORNER

