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This Sunday’s Gospel:    
Matthew 22:15–21
Nobody likes to pay taxes. That was as true for 
people in Jesus’ time as it is today. The Pharisees 
tried to get Jesus to take sides about the taxes 
the Jews paid to the Romans who occupied their 
land. Jesus asked to see the coin used to pay 
taxes, and someone in the group gave him one 
to examine. Jesus asked whose image was on 
the coin. They told him it was Caesar’s image. 
Jesus then uttered the now famous line: “Give 
to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 
what belongs to God.” This principle teaches us 
all how to obey both civil and religious laws and 
asks us to take a good look at where our first 
allegiance lies when the laws are in conflict.

Exploring the Gospel Message
 Seeds (Preschool): Jesus teaches that his 
followers can love and praise God by being 
active members of their families. Ask your child 
to share with your family the prayer book he 
or she made in class. Ask your child to tell the 
family about the prayer book. Talk together 
about ways your family can praise God.

 Promise (Grades K–1): Your child learned 
that the Church welcomes all at Baptism. At 
Mass, your child experiences being greeted and 
blessed. Recall with the family how important 
it is for you all to belong to the Christian 
community. Let your child share the prayer 
booklet he or she made in class.

 Good News (Grades 2–3): This week’s class 
focused on the virtue of honesty and on the 
Eighth Commandment. Talk together on the 
importance of honesty. Talk about decisions 
each member of the family has had to make.

Remind your child that it is not always easy 
to be honest, but that honesty is absolutely 
necessary in members of your family and the 
whole human family as well.

 Venture (Grades 4–6): This week’s lesson 
included the first three commandments— the 
ones that govern our relationship with God. 
Ask your young person to describe each of the 
commandments for the family. Then talk 
about ways that your family can better obey 
these three commandments—in prayer, in the 
respectful use of God’s name, and in honoring 
the Lord’s Day.

 Visions (Grades 7–9): In class this week, your 
youngster studied some very important life 
lessons. A living wage is an essential element 
of Catholic social teaching. Ask your son or 
daughter to share the story of Father John Ryan 
with the family. Discuss the words of Pope 
Francis about how important it is for people 
to receive a just wage for the work they do. 
Finally, talk about how your family views the 
collection at Mass. How do you share your gifts 
with others?

Pray Together
When you complete your conversation about 
the Sunday’s Gospel lesson, invite the whole 
household to gather in a circle. Ask each person 
to pray for someone who needs help. This can 
be a person you know, or it can be a group 
who needs help, such as hungry families or 
immigrant children. After each prayer, the 
whole family can say together, “Lord, help us 
share your gifts!”
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