
                                    The Baptism of the Lord                                                                                           January 12, 2020 
 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
Please introduce yourself to the greeters  

or to Jeff Peck after Mass.   
We want all to feel welcome in this house. 

 

Pastoral Care – Please contact the parish office if you 
know of anyone who is hospitalized, homebound, or in 
need of assistance.  We are anxious to help. 
 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
Baptism 

 
God our Father, giver of life, 
your Son immersed himself in the human condition. 
By becoming one with us 
he made it possible for us to become one with you. 
By Baptism you free us from sin, 
recreate us, 
and empower us with your Spirit. 
As we strive to live as members of Christ’s Body, 
lead us steadily along the path of holiness. 
Cleanse us from the sins that still stain us. 
Enliven the flame of faith within us. 
Keep us attentive to your Word. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 
 

About Time -- Time is a precious thing.  I recognize that and 
appreciate “time” offered.  Would you consider giving some of 
your “time” to Holy Cross Church?  Altar Rosary Society 
welcomes new members and ad hoc male and female 
participants willing to share their “time”.  Can I call upon you to 
give some of your “time” now and then?  Your help will keep 
Holy Cross Church active in 2020.  Let’s talk or Contact me, 
Pat Phillips at 518-854-7247. 
 

Adult Bible Study, Genesis, Part 2 will begin in 
February. Mondays, 6:30 - 8 pm at St. Patrick's and 
Wednesdays, 10:00 – 11:30 am at Holy Cross. Please pick up 
a brochure or check the Adult Faith website for details. Please 
register by the end of January. Participation in Genesis, Part 
1, is not required. 
 

2020 offering envelopes are available in the rear of the 
church. If you would like envelopes, please fill in the form at 
the bottom of the cover of the bulletin. 
 

Inclement Weather:  If school in Salem is delayed or closed, 
all parish activities are cancelled for the day and evening.  If 
you are ill, please respect the other members of our 
community and stay home from mass and parish activities. 
 
 

 
The Pastoral Council meeting has been 
changed to Thursday, January 23 at 7:00 PM. 
 

The tax statements for Holy Cross are available in the rear 
of the church. 

Anointed Ones 
 

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Psalm 29:1–2, 3–4, 3, 
9–10 (11b); Acts 10:34–38; Matthew 3:13–17. The baptism 
John performed was a sign of the new era to come, but John 
himself could not bring about that new era. That power 
belonged to God’s Son. Recognizing this, John does not want 
to baptize the one who is so much greater than he, but Jesus 
insists. Despite the power he has, Jesus acts humbly. He 
enters into solidarity with the sinners he has come to save. 
By submitting to John’s baptism, Jesus “fulfills all 
righteousness”—that is, he carries out God’s plan of salvation, 
a plan foretold in passages such as in our First Reading. God 
speaks through Isaiah to declare that he will grasp the hand of 
his servant, whom he has chosen for a special purpose. In the 
Second Reading, we again hear this language of election as 
Peter speaks of Jesus as God’s anointed one. 
In the ancient world, priests, prophets, and kings were 
anointed to show that God chose them for that role. The title 
Christ is from the Greek word for “anointed one.” Messiah is 
the Hebrew term. The descent of God’s Spirit upon Jesus and 
the words pronounced by God at Jesus’ baptism reveal that 
Jesus is God’s chosen one. 
At our Baptism, we were incorporated into Christ’s Body, 
empowered by God’s Spirit, and anointed to act like Christ as 
priests, prophets, and kings. God calls us to worship, to 
proclaim the Gospel, and to work alongside his Son until he 
brings about the fullness of his kingdom. 
 
Next year`s boxes of envelopes are available in the rear of the 
church. If you would like envelopes, please fill in the form at 
the bottom of the cover of the bulletin. Some boxes were 
brought to Cambridge for those attending the Saturday 
evening mass. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Adult Faith Website, The Heavens Proclaim the Glory of 
God.  "There is a communion with God, and a communion 
with the earth, and a communion with God through the 
earth." Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a French 
idealist philosopher and Jesuit priest who trained as 
a paleontologist and geologist and took part in the discovery of 
the Peking Man, understood the Incarnation as bringing the 
historical Christ into the material world and, through evolution, 
leading all of creation towards perfection. Learn more on our 
Cosmology and Christ tabs. 
 
 

 

 
MEETING SCHEDULE 

Thurs, Jan 23 – 7:00 – Pastoral Council meeting 
 
A Coffee Hour is held on the first Sunday of the month. 
 
Triple “A” Service- There will be a “Triple A” prayer service 
of Anointing, Adoration, and Absolution, celebrated by Fr. 
Marty Fisher, on Wednesday evening, January 22nd, at 6 
p.m., at St. Joseph’s Church in Greenwich.  The evening 
includes songs of praise, proclamation of the Gospel, 
Anointing, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and 
Absolution of sins through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for prayer, meditation, and 
reconciliation as we look forward to the season of Lent.  
Please join us. 
 
The Thankfulness Journal:  in addition to the book for prayer 
intentions, there is a new book to write down those things we 
wish to thank God for. 
 
 

Prayer List: 
                  Please remember those who are unable to join us  
                 on Sunday: Jane Thomas 
 

Please pray for the continued recovery of Theresa Abel, Harriet 
Wescott, Fr. William Cahill, Tena Rioux, Paul, Olga Rogers, Cody 
Pulver, Bernie Bourgeois, Larry McCauley, R. Wescott, Christine 
Tomlinson, Todd McLenithan, Kelly Matson, Pam Markowsky, 
Jason Clapper, Wiley, Tina Rowland 
 

Several members of our community and extended families are 
suffering from dementia and mental illness.  Please keep them in 
your prayers in a special way. 
 
For the repose of the soul of Emily Digangi Capitano and the 
consolation of her family. 
 

Please call the rectory if you would like to include 
someone on the prayer list. 

 

 

WINGS OF CARE of St. Patrick’s and Holy Cross is a ministry of 
care for the elderly and homebound and is in great need of 
volunteers.  Some of the needs involve socialization or 
companionship, light housekeeping (vacuuming, dusting, laundry) 

and transportation.  If you have an hour to give, please contact 
Sister Augusta Ann Burgess, CSJ at 677-2757 or at 
pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org. 
 
 

Announcements to be included in the bulletin should be sent 
to parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org by 9:00 AM on 
Wednesday to be included in Sunday’s bulletin. 
 

 
 

Lay Liturgical Ministers 

  Lectors Eucharistic Ministers 
1/12/20 8:30 AM D. Farringer R. Sheffield 

L. Rasmussen 
C. Farringer 

1/19/20 8:30 AM L. Rasmussen S. Wilk 
D. Farringer 
C. Farringer 

Altar Rosary Cleaning:  Jan 12- Pat, Roseann, Margaret W. 
                                      Jan 19-Joann, Carolyn 

 
Mass Intentions 

1/12/20 8:30 AM For Joseph Zerilli 
Req by his daughters and family 

1/19/20 8:30 AM For John Fortier 
From his family 

 
Stewardship of Treasure – 

 

December 29 
Offertory - $1117.00 

Votives - $23.00 
Miscellaneous - $203.00 

 
January 5 

Offertory - $691.00 
Votives - $12.00 

Second collection - $293.00 
Miscellaneous - $180.00 

 
The second collection today is for the 

Repair and Improvement Fund 
The second collection next Sunday is for Insurance 

 

We are running a deficit this year. 
Adding just $1.00 a week to your offering 

would make a great difference. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

 
 

An MS Support Group meets at Proudfit Hall in Salem on the 
2nd Saturday of each month.  Please call James Harmon if you 
have questions (518-791-4505). 
 
The Home Visitation Statue of Our Lady of Fatima is available 
for anyone interested in taking her home.  Please contact Reta 
Pemrick (518-677-3500) or Mamie Dearstyne (518-677-7272) 
if you are interested. 

 
 

 Altar Rosary Society 
meets 2nd Tuesday of each month - Church Hall - 11AM 

Come join us - Pat @ 854-7247   
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