
                    THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST                                                                     June 6, 2021 
 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
Please introduce yourself to the greeters  

or to Jeff Peck after Mass.   
We want all to feel welcome in this house. 

 

Pastoral Care – Please contact the parish office if you 
know of anyone who is hospitalized, homebound, or in 
need of assistance.  We are anxious to help. 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
     The appointed time has come. Following a ritual as old as the 
exodus from Egypt 1,200 years earlier, Jesus and those present 
remember God’s deliverance of a slave people from bondage to 
freedom. They eat lamb, bitter herbs, sweet honey, and 
unleavened bread. They share a cup of wine not once but several 
times as voices at the table read ancient texts and prayers. 
     And then, in Mark’s words, “while they were eating, [Jesus] 
took bread and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and 
said, ‘This is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving 
thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said 
to them, ‘This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for many.” This lesson, so familiar to us, was shocking to 
those men who reclined at that rough-hewn table. In less than a 
handful of words, their world tilted on its axis as Passover 
became something else. There, in that furnished upper room, a 
head-on collision took place between an old story of freeing 
slaves from bondage to a new story of broken body and shed 
blood. 
     Leonardo da Vinci and scores of artists before and after him 
have attempted to capture this moment on canvas and fresco, 
marble, and wood. What if God would quicken our imaginations 
to grasp the wonder set loose in that room and the world when 
Jesus said, “This is my body; this is my blood”? What if, in these 
next few moments and then as we share this meal, that wonder 
in an upper room long ago broke loose among us? With you, I 
confess there are times we come to church, sit, kneel, and stand 
during a service, hear the lessons, witness the breaking of bread 
and sharing of the cup and leave grateful another service is over. 
Could these moments at table be more? 
     Times are we associate wonder with spontaneity and 
surprise. Driving cross country after a rainstorm, we round a 
curve in the road and a rainbow breaks across the horizon in 
resplendent color. The phone rings and a friend from years back 
has found us and called to say, “I’ve missed you and the 
wonderful times we shared.” A child runs across the room when 
you open the door and jumps into your arms for no reason other 
than you happen to be her grandmother. Yes, there are times 
when wonder explodes into our lives from nowhere. 
     But wonder also knows how to work a plan. Visitors who 
have been able to visit St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome never forget 
the symmetry of the structure, the colonnade fronting that 
building that welcomes visitors, opening the church’s arms, and 
the iconography that adorns the walls, ceilings, and even the 
floor! Many people, including Michelangelo, had a lot to do with 

all that. St. Peter’s was imagined, drawn, planned, carefully 
constructed and thoughtfully appointed. 
     Here, closer to home, loving hands prepare this space each 
time we gather for worship. All the details associated with 
preparation collude to assist us in meeting the living God. 
Devoted men and women prepare this place with the same love 
and care those two men made ready that upper room long ago. 
When we thoughtfully prepare, wonder often shows up. 
     The story also tells us that wonder can break into 
something already going on. The disciples gathered with Jesus 
that evening to celebrate the time-honored tradition of Passover 
with their teacher. They expected roasted lamb and bitter herbs. 
From childhood, they knew the ritual. Every aspect of that 
Passover meal stepped out of a tradition with little change from 
ages past. 
     And then it happened. “While Jesus was eating” he led his 
followers to a new place. Mind you, that turn was not a detour 
away from the Passover, but another road that would bring out of 
an old story the new covenant God was making with the human 
family. That new story took bread and broke it and a cup and 
shared it. That new story would be as transforming as God’s 
deliverance of a slave people from Egypt. That new story would 
be infused with sacrifice and seasoned with love. Times are, 
wonder breaks into an evening meal, a commute to work, a 
coffee break with a friend, even a visit to one’s physician. Such 
was the wonder in that upper room. 
     Finally, this upper room story tells us that wonder, when 
it is wonder, will always have God as its center. Leonardo 
captured eternal truth when he positioned our Lord at the center 
of “The Last Supper.” All the light and every face, even the folds 
in the clothing worn by the disciples focus the eye on Jesus 
Christ who sits as host at the table. Such is our personal 
experience when something wonderful happens and we blurt out, 
“My God!” confessing God as the source of all lasting wonder. 
Such can be our experience when Jesus Christ is the focus of 
our lives. 
     Long ago, as oil lamps cast ominous shadows on old stone 
walls, Jesus took bread and broke it. He took a cup and blessed 
it. He said, “This is my body, broken for you. This is the blood of 
the new covenant poured out for many.” In those moments now 
known only to God, wonder broke out in an upper room. In those 
moments, our Lord Jesus Christ showed us that he would give 
his very life for us. His death, his shed blood, his resurrection is 
now our hope and confidence. Why not let wonder break into 
your life today? Open your heart of hearts to this One whose 
body was broken, whose blood was shed for you and all the 
world? He sits at table with us with open hands, inviting us to 

follow him as Savior and Lord. 
In Christ, 
Jeff Peck 
 

Fr. Peter will be celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
his ordination on June 19th. Please consider 
writing a card or note of congratulations for him. A 
basket will be available at the main entrances to 
the church. 

REMINDER ABOUT MASKS 
1. If you are fully vaccinated, then you do not need to 
wear a mask. If you are not comfortable without a 
mask, by all means, wear one. 
2. If you are NOT vaccinated, please wear a mask and 
practice social distancing. 
3. Masks are not required outside. 
 

We will end social distancing in the Church on June 
14th. Reservations will no longer be necessary for mass 
the weekend of June 20th. 
 
Beginning Sunday, June 6, bulletins will be available in 
the parish house vestibule if you wish to pick one up. If 
you wish to receive a bulletin by mail, please call St. Patrick’s 
parish office.   
 
6/6/21 8:15 AM For Bill Rose 

Req. by Chuck and Donna Farringer 
For Pat and Jack Lamb,  
   8th and 13th anniversaries 
Req. by their daughter and family 

6/13/21 8:15 AM For Ellen Carrolan 
Req. by Jack Wulfrum 
For Albert Fives 
Req. by Colleen and Willy 
 

 
During the past year, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and 
Holy days of obligation was temporarily dispensed by Bishop 
Scharfenberger. The Bishop has decided to re-instate the general 
Sunday Obligation for all Catholics within the Diocese of Albany, 
beginning on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ, Sunday, June 6th, 2021. There will still be particular 
exemptions from this obligation for those in certain circumstances 
such as: frailty, sickness, or injury, those who must care for the 
infirmed, or those who experience truly high levels of fear from 
being in public places at this time, they are not obligated to 
worship in person at Holy Mass on Sunday and Holy Days of 
obligation 
 
 

Stewardship of Treasure – May 30 
 

 

Offertory - $1430.00 
Second collection - $57.00 
Miscellaneous - $216.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

 

Please consider continuing to make regular donations  
during this period to ensure the parish’s financial survival. 
You can mail your collection envelope to Box 357, Salem NY 
12865 or leave it in the basket when the Church is open on 
Sunday mornings. I have also arranged for electronic giving 
which is available at www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations 

Prayer List: 
                   
                    Please pray for the continued recovery of Theresa 
                    Abel, Paul, Cody Pulver, Bernie Bourgeois, R. 
Wescott, Christine Tomlinson, Todd McLenithan, Kelly Matson, 
Pam Markowsky, Jason Clapper, Wiley Dearstyne, Theresa 
Kautz, Dena Veith, Lorraine Denick, Michael Carney, Dorothy 
Sokol, Daniel W, A. Russell, Bernadette, Ed and Kate, Jean, Fr. 
Lucian Beltzner, Mary, John Schauer 
 
Several members of our community and extended families are 
suffering from dementia and mental illness.  Please keep them in 
your prayers in a special way. 
 

Please call the rectory if you would like to include 
someone on the prayer list. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Battenkill Catholic Lifelong Faith Website: Finding the 
Sacred in the Ordinary. Ordinary Time is anything but 
ordinary. But the true power of the season is only 
unlocked if you live it! Learn about the season, special 
feast days, and ways to deepen your prayer life and 
spirituality during the summer 
at https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com. 
 

Come to the Water – a Catholic Women’s Weekend 
Retreat, September 25 & 26 at Wiawaka Center for 
Women on Lake George.  The cost is $140.00, which 
includes room, 3 meals and event programming.  Mass 
will be celebrated Saturday evening.  Space is limited so 
register early at https://olaqby.wixsite.com/retreat 
 

 
The April – May - June Living Faith booklets 

are available in the new vestibule of the parish 
house. 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by 

appointment only due to social distancing requirements. 

Please call St. Patrick’s parish office at 518-677-2757 for an 

appointment. 

St. Joseph's in Greenwich will continue to post Sunday mass 

on YouTube. Fr. Ed Kacerguis will be the celebrant. Mass will 
be available at 10 AM on Sunday morning and later. It can be 
accessed at YouTube channel named "St. Joseph's Church in 
Greenwich, NY" the link is www.tinyurl.com/SJG-liturgies 
 
 
 
 

http://www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations
https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/SJG-liturgies

