
                                          Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                                                                 March 11, 2018 
 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
Please introduce yourself to the greeters  

or to Jeff Peck after Mass.   
We want all to feel welcome in this house. 

 

Pastoral Care – Please contact the parish office if you know 
of anyone who is hospitalized, homebound, or in need of 
assistance.  We are anxious to help. 
 

Prayer for Sight 
 
God of Wisdom, 
you gave sight to the man born blind, 
who came to faith because of what you did for him. 
Increase our sight so that we may see more readily 
your works in our lives. 
You are present in our difficulties and in our joys; 
but sometimes we refuse to see you in our midst. 
Lift us from the darkness that plagues us 
so that we might be aware of the signs that you are among us. 
At Baptism, you entrusted us with your light. 
May we share that light 
so that others might see you in the world. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Lenten Schedule 
Reconciliation Services –  
Sunday, March 11 – 3:00 PM - Holy Cross 
Monday, March 19 – 6:30 PM – St. Patrick’s 
 

St. Patrick’s Lenten Fish Fry – Fridays – 4:30 – 7:00 PM at 
Embury Methodist Church, Cambridge  
 

Lenten Luncheons – Thursdays at 12:00 noon 
     March 15 – Salem United Presbyterian Church 
     March 22 - Shushan 
 

Holy Thursday – March 29 
 5:00 PM at Holy Cross (dinner following) 
 

Good Friday – March 30 
 5:00 PM at St. Patrick’s 
 

Easter Vigil at Immaculate Conception, Hoosick Falls – 7:30 PM 
                       St. Joseph’s, Greenwich – 8:00 PM 
 

Easter Sunday -  8:30 AM at Holy Cross 
                          11:00 AM at St. Patrick’s 

 
 
 

 

Providing Sight to Our Blind Spots 
 During a homily soon after Easter 2014, Pope 
Francis noted that many prefer darkness to light. “There are 
‘bat Christians’ who prefer darkness over the light of the Lord’s 
presence,” the Catholic News Service quoted the pope as 
saying. These Christians, Pope Francis said, are afraid of 
believing that Christ is near. The pope explained that “Jesus is 
always with us, he is always near our problems, our 
difficulties, and our good works.” 
 This seems to be the case in today’s Gospel. Those 
who refused to believe that Jesus healed the man born blind 
are unable to see Jesus in their midst, even though sight has 
been given to the blind man. This group believes that 
someone who has worked a miracle on the Sabbath cannot be 
from God. In effect, they have decided that they know how 
God should make himself present. Is it sometimes hard for 
you to see Jesus working within you or among those you 
know? Have you sometimes been unable to see signs of 
Christ because you have decided how God works? 
 Just as Lent is a preparation time for those who are 
to be baptized at the Easter Vigil, it is a time for us to consider 
our Baptism. Our Baptism brought us from darkness to light, 
making us a priestly people. It is up to us to open our eyes to 
the signs of God around us. You can live in the light or you 
can be a “bat Christian.” Which do you choose? 
 
 
Faith Formation:  We will collect food for the School Back Pack 
Program and Salem Food Pantry.   At both church entrances 
there are bags with the list attached.  The Salem Back Pack 
Program needs Mac & Cheese, spaghetti, elbow 
macaroni, brownie mix, applesauce snack pack, granola bars, 
peanut butter, jelly, cake mix, pancake mix and syrup.   Thank 

you. 
 

Pastoral Council:  At its last meeting, the council discussed the 
first meeting of one of the committee’s charged with preparing for 
the Bishop’s fundraising effort, Reigniting the Faith.  The meeting 
was organizational.  A brief report and list of initial members will 
be in next week’s bulletin.  The issue of driving in the cemetery in 
winter was discussed.  A vehicle drove off the road recently.  It 
was agreed to close the entrances to cars during the winter 
months.  The Faith Formation report included the resumption of 
the Bible Study on February 27th and the date of First Eucharist, 
April 22nd, Good Shepherd Sunday.  It was decided to replace the 
water heater in the church which was in need of repair and to 
continue with the development of new signage for our church.  
Other projects coming up include the installation of continuous 
hand rails at the main entrance. 

 

St. Patrick’s Lenten Fish Fry:  The Lenten Fish Fry will be held 
each Friday during Lent from 4:30 – 7:00.  This year it will be held 
at Embury Methodist Church (41 E. Main Street, Cambridge).    

 
 
 

 
MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
Sun, March 11 – Coffee Hour following Mass 
                           3:00 - Reconciliation 
Tues, March 13 – 6:30 – Adult Bible Study  
Tues, March 20 – 6:30 – Adult Bible Study 
Thurs, March 22 – 7:00 – Pastoral Council meeting 
 

 
 

Prayer List: 
                  Please remember those who are unable to join us  
                 on Sunday: Jane Thomas, Fran Button,  
                  Betty Donovan, Betty Mason 
 

Please pray for the continued recovery of Theresa Abel, Harriet 
Wescott, Fr. William Cahill, Tena Rioux, Paul, Olga Rogers, 
Victor Urbielewicz, Cody Pulver, Bernie Bourgeois.  Several 
members of our community and extended families are suffering 
from dementia and mental illness.  Please keep them in your 
prayers in a special way. 
 

Please call the rectory if you would like to include 

someone on the prayer list. 
 

Salem Food Pantry News-- Food Pantry is in need toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soup, canned meat, shampoo, cereal, mac & 
cheese and other canned goods. 
 

There will be a coffee hour on the 2nd Sunday of the month. 
 
 

 

Faith Formation 
 
March 11 – class, First Eucharist prep 
March 18 – class, First Eucharist prep 
March 25 – class, First Eucharist prep 
                  1:00 – Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 
 

Adult Faith Website:  Women in the Life of the 
Church: Queen Esther, the heroine of the Purim story, is widely 
regarded as one of the greatest Jewish women in history. Her 
amazing life story contains lessons that apply to all of us. Learn 
more on the Scripture tab. 
 
Inclement Weather:  If school in Salem is delayed or closed, all 
parish activities are cancelled for the day and evening.  If you are 
ill, please respect the other members of our community and stay 

home from mass and parish activities. 
 
 

Men’s Group News 
Interested in joining – call Peter Dunigan at 854-9217 

 
 

 

Lay Liturgical Ministers 

  Lectors Eucharistic Ministers 

3/11/18 8:30 AM M. Raffel E. Harrington 
L. Rasmussen 
R. Harrington 

3/18/18 8:30 AM J. Leonard P.Leonard 
R.Sheffield 
M. Kessler 

Altar Rosary Cleaning:    March 11 – Marion, Paulette, Sandy 
                                        March 18 - Cynthia, Kay 
 

Mass Intentions 

3/11/18 8:30 AM For deceased members of our parish 
family 
Req. by Donna and Chuck Farringer 

3/18/18 8:30 AM For Larry Gazdik 
Req. by Jim and Paulette Leonard 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

Collection - $767.00 
Second collection - $237.00 

Votives - $7.00 
Miscellaneous - $95.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 

WINGS OF CARE of St. Patrick’s and Holy Cross is a ministry of 
care for the elderly and homebound and is in great need of 
volunteers.  Some of the needs involve socialization or 
companionship, light housekeeping (vacuuming, dusting, laundry) 
and transportation.  If you have an hour to give, please contact 
Sister Augusta Ann Burgess, CSJ at 677-2757 or at 
pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org. 
 

 Altar Rosary Society 
meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 

Church Hall - 11AM 
Come join us - Pat @ 854-724 

 

Please visit our parish website:  www.battenkillcatholic.org 
You can sign up for Flocknote notifications, prepare for Sunday 
liturgy, access our great Adult Faith Formation materials and 
more from there.  Don’t forget to like BattenkillCatholic on 
Facebook 
 

Al-Anon 
provides support for the families and friends of alcoholics. A local 

meeting is available: 
* Centenary United Methodist Church, Gray Avenue, Greenwich 

* Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm, side door. 

http://www.battenkillcatholic.org/

