
                           Thirty First Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                  November 4, 2018 
 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
Please introduce yourself to the greeters  

or to Jeff Peck after Mass.   
We want all to feel welcome in this house. 

 
Pastoral Care – Please contact the parish office if you 
know of anyone who is hospitalized, homebound, or in 
need of assistance.  We are anxious to help. 
 
     

Dear friends, 
     In our Gospel passage, Jesus does not command us to 
love “God”! He says: “You shall love the Lord, your God.” That 
is, very specifically “the Lord” who had rescued the Jewish 
people from slavery in Egypt. So, the love which Jesus 
commands is a responsive love, responding to a relationship 
already initiated by Divine Love. 
     Don’t try to manufacture some emotion of love for God, 
God in the abstract. First, cast your mind to something for 
which you can be grateful: perhaps as elementary as your life 
itself: you may never have been loved into existence; perhaps 
some particular person or incident which strikes you as an 
undeserved gift; perhaps for the beauty and grandeur of some 
aspect of nature which elates you; perhaps some liberation 
from a situation in which you had seemed to be drowning. 
     Recognizing the divine creative Spirit at work in those or 
other ways allows you to be particular and to respond with 
love with your whole personality: “Heart, mind, strength, soul.” 
And then, when we recognize these moments in our lives as 
moments when God loved us in a particular way, often in a 
foundational way, we have good reason to love ourselves. 
After all, if God found us so loveable as to give us the gift of 
life, of a person, of beauty in creation, of rescue from some 
engulfing predicament, why shouldn’t we love ourselves? 
     We can love ourselves because God esteems us 
and God has helped us become more . . . more what? The 
answer is, the sort of person who can fulfill the command: 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” What does this 
involve? Not simply the negative: “Don’t do to another what 
would be hateful for yourself”, a minimalist starting point. And 
not some vague commitment to “changing the world.” In 
issuing the command, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself”, Jesus the Jew was quoting from the Book of 
Leviticus, 19:18. 
     In the immediately preceding verses, the Jewish people 
were instructed not to strip vineyards and orchards bare, but 
to leave something for the poor. They were instructed not to 
steal or engage in fraud, nor to exploit laborers who needed 
their wages. In other words, Jesus had in mind a context of 
very particular people in very particular situations. That is the 
way in which we are to demonstrate love for our neighbor. 
     Of course, “who is our neighbor” must be answered very 
differently in the 21st century compared with that time of 

Jesus. We are global citizens in a world without frontiers. The 
neighbor is clearly much more than the next-door neighbor. 
We are aware as never before of the situation facing people 
half a world away, and we have the capacity to help in that 
situation. The neighbor could be in a village in Tanzania or in 
a caravan headed through Mexico! 
Jesus brought these two decrees from his Jewish tradition and 
fused them into the one command: “There is no command 
greater than these.” This fusion guards us against religious 
fanaticism which ignores social justice, and political activism 
which ignores the God dimension. When we try to fulfill the 
dual command issued by Jesus Christ, we become humane 
Christians, Christian humanists who may hope to hear Our 
Lord’s words at the end of this Gospel passage: “You are not 
far from the Kingdom of God.” 
In Christ,  
Jeff Peck 
                               

 
The Finance Committee will meet following Mass on Sunday 
November 4th.   

 
CDA - Adopt a Soldier for Christmas! 
A basket is placed in church to receive your gifts until November 
27th.  Each box costs about $15.00 to send, so monetary gifts 
are also appropriate. Some suggested items are, but not limited 
to: Bandanas, tooth paste, antibacterial soaps, shampoo, shaving 
cream, bar soaps, International and reg. phone cards, 'cup-a-
soup', canned goods, puzzles, games, tissues, envelopes, pens 
& pencils, books, Ziploc bags, stationary supplies, small hand 
towels. CDA ladies will bring the donated items to the Saratoga 
Adopt a Soldier project who will package and mail the boxes out. 
We thank you for your effort to help our military. 
 

ADVENT SCHEDULE 2018 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Vigil Mass – Friday, December 7 – 6:00 PM, St. Patrick’s 

Saturday, December 8 -12:00 PM – Holy Cross 
 

Advent Tea - Sunday, December 2 – following Mass at St. Patrick’s 
 

Lessons and Carols – Sun, Dec 2 - 7:00 PM, St. Paul’s, Salem 
 

RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Sunday, December 9 – 4:00 PM – Holy Cross  

Tuesday, December 11 – 6:00 St. Patrick’s 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
2:00 PM & 4:00 PM– Immaculate Conception 

4:00 PM – Holy Cross 
6:00 PM – St. Patrick’s 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
11:00 AM – St. Patrick’s  ( NO MASS AT HOLY CROSS) 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY 
Vigil Mass – Monday, December 31 – 6:00 PM – St. Patrick’s 

Tuesday, January 1 – 9:00 AM- Immaculate Conception 

 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
Sun, Nov 4 – Finance Committee meeting after Mass 
                       4:00 – Service of Remembrance 
Mon, Nov 5 – 6:30 – Adult Bible Study, St. Patrick’s 
Tues, Nov 6 – 7:00- Adult Bible Study, Holy Cross 
Thurs, Nov 8 – 7:00 – Pastoral Council meeting 
Sun, Nov 11 – Coffee Hour following Mass 
Mon, Nov 19 – 7:00 – Thanksgiving Service, St. Paul’s 
 
 
Salem Food Pantry News: Personal care items are needed.  
Also, please start thinking about donating items for a 
Thanksgiving meal or a monetary donation toward the 
purchase of a turkey and perishables for Thanksgiving.  See 
Lonnie Rasmussen for info or call 854-9749.   
 
Adult Faith Website: Fall Theme: The Gift of Friendship.  A 
good Catholic meddles in politics (and votes in the Midterms).  
The nuns are back (on the bus). Headed by Sister Simone 
Campbell, the executive director of NETWORK Lobby for 
Catholic Social Justice, the almost-annual campaign (they’ve 
traveled six of the last seven years), is traveling across the 
country to raise awareness about the 2017 Tax Cut and Jobs 
Act and its impact on social services and local communities. 
Read the article and listen to the podcast on our Social Justice 
tab. 
 
 
We are looking for someone to plow and shovel this winter.  
Please contact Jeff Peck with recommendations. 
 

Prayer List: 
                  Please remember those who are unable to join us  
                 on Sunday: Jane Thomas, Betty Mason 
 

Please pray for the continued recovery of Theresa Abel, Harriet 
Wescott, Fr. William Cahill, Tena Rioux, Paul, Olga Rogers, 
Victor Urbielewicz, Cody Pulver, Bernie Bourgeois, Larry 
McCauley, Lorraine and Mike Denick, Baby Owen.   Several 
members of our community and extended families are suffering 
from dementia and mental illness.  Please keep them in your 
prayers in a special way. 
 

Please call the rectory if you would like to include 
someone on the prayer list. 

 
There will be a coffee hour on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
 

Please visit our parish website:  www.battenkillcatholic.org 
You can sign up for Flocknote notifications, prepare for Sunday 
liturgy, access our great Adult Faith Formation materials and more 
from there.  Don’t forget to like BattenkillCatholic on Facebook 

 
 
 

 
Lay Liturgical Ministers 

  Lectors Eucharistic Ministers 
11/4/18 8:30 AM M. Raffel L. Rasmussen 

R. Sheffield 
D. Farringer 

11/11/18 8:30 AM R. Boyd R. Sheffield 
L. Rasmussen 
S. Wilk 

Altar Rosary Cleaning:   November 4 – Pat, Roseann, Margaret 
                                      November 11- Joann, Carolyn 

 

Mass Intentions 

114/18 8:30 AM For Jean Borisenok 
Req. by Jim and Ellen Carrolan 
For Bobby Grady 
Req. by Eileen and Mike Dashnaw 

11/11/18 8:30 AM For the deceased members of 
   our parish family 
Req.by Donna and Chuck Farringer 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

Offertory - $1155.00 
Votives - $28.00 

Religious Education - $318.00 
Miscellaneous - $55.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

The second collection today is for Energy Needs 
The second collection next week is for Repairs 

 

 

The Diocese has asked that we take a collection for disaster 
relief.  The baskets will be put out next weekend. 
 

WINGS OF CARE of St. Patrick’s and Holy Cross is a ministry of 
care for the elderly and homebound and is in great need of 
volunteers.  Some of the needs involve socialization or 
companionship, light housekeeping (vacuuming, dusting, laundry) 
and transportation.  If you have an hour to give, please contact 
Sister Augusta Ann Burgess, CSJ at 677-2757 or at 
pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org. 
 
 
 

 Altar Rosary Society 
meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 

Church Hall - 11AM 
Come join us - Pat @ 854-7247   

 

Men’s Group News 
Interested in joining – call Peter Dunigan at 854-9217 

http://www.battenkillcatholic.org/
mailto:pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org

