
                           Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                   September 16, 2018 
 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
Please introduce yourself to the greeters  

or to Jeff Peck after Mass.   
We want all to feel welcome in this house. 

 
Pastoral Care – Please contact the parish office if you 
know of anyone who is hospitalized, homebound, or in 
need of assistance.  We are anxious to help. 
 
Dear friends, 
     Before being called Satan, by Jesus, Peter had been doing 
quite well. He perceived that Jesus was more than just another 
prophet in the Jewish tradition. He recognized that Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the hope of that Jewish tradition: the Messiah, the 
Anointed One, the Christ. 
     But for Peter, that word “Christos” filled his head with all sorts 
of images of political power and sovereignty. He thought a 
political revolution was at hand. The Roman occupying army 
would be expelled, and Jesus would rule from Jerusalem as the 
anointed liberator. 
     Jesus did not deny that he was the Christ, the Anointed One. 
But he knew that as he remained true to His mission, the 
authorities would move against him in deadly fashion. What was 
his mission? A mission of embracing those put on the margins of 
society, the “untouchables” of his time; the lepers, the prostitutes 
and the collaborators collecting tax; his mission of conversing 
easily with women, and encouraging their discipleship against all 
the taboos; his mission to embody and advance the Reign of 
God. Not what Peter had in mind. Our Lord had no illusions. It 
was Peter who was living in a fantasy world, an imaginary world 
of easy victory for the kingdom of God. 
     Here in our democracy, we hardly feel the force of this gospel 
passage forewarning the followers of Jesus that they could be 
faced with a cross of persecution. So we trivialize the meaning of 
“taking up the cross” to make it refer to bearing a chronic ailment 
or putting up with a particularly irritating family member or work 
colleague: “the cross I have to bear.” Jesus is referring to the 
truly deadly situation where if his followers remain true to His way 
of life so that the dominant powers in society feel threatened, 
then those powers will try to silence such followers. 
     There are many contemporary examples of the persecution of 
Christians from the Middle East to Nigeria. It is very telling that 
ISIS, the most barbaric torturer and murderer of Christians to 
emerge in recent times, contemptuously refers to Christianity as 
“the religion of the cross.” 
     Jesus is saying to his persecuted followers: “Persevere, don’t 
renounce your allegiance to me. There is a power more dominant 
than the political power oppressing you. The really dominant 
power lies in my victory over death and I will give you a share in 
that victory.” 
     But it is our post-Resurrection faith that is key. Even Peter, 
with the benefit of the Resurrection, came to understand that 
Jesus was indeed the Christ, whose victory lay through the 
passage of death on the cross. Tradition tells us that Peter was 
crucified upside down at the foot of the Vatican Hill in Rome. 

We should remember, and where appropriate give our support, 
for our fellow Christians wherever they are suppressed and 
persecuted, forced to bear the true cross in ways barely 
imaginable to us. 
In Christ, 
Jeff Peck  

 
Holy Cross Feast Day:  Join us on Saturday, September 15th 
after the Vigil Mass for a wine and cheese celebration of our 
parish feast day. 
 

We are looking for someone to plow and shovel this winter.  
Please contact Jeff Peck with recommendations. 
 

Registration for Faith Formation will take place following 
Mass today.  Classes will begin next Sunday, Sept. 23.  
Parents are asked to stay with their children next week for a 
brief meeting. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word will resume on Sept. 23 
 

Adult Bible Study, Psalms I will begin September 17 at St. 
Patrick's and Sept. 18 At Holy Cross. This study has 7 
sessions. More information can be found on the flyer near the 
doors of the church or on the Programs tab of the Adult Faith 
Website. Contact Mary Rosmus with any questions. 
 

Adult Faith Website:  New!  Fall Theme:  The Gift of 
Friendship.  The Gift of Friendship.  Could you go a week 
without seeing anyone?  This is a reality for many older 
people.  Learn about the Campaign to End Loneliness on 
our Friendship tab.  You may also continue to prepare for 
Hearts Aflame Eucharistic Congress with articles, videos, 
and more on the Eucharist tab 
 

Salem Food Pantry News: All food items donated the month 
of September will go to support the Backpack Program for 
children at Salem School.  The Backpack Program uses 
peanut butter, jelly, mac 'n cheese, cereal (not the huge 
boxes), snack fruit cups or jello cups, instant pudding mix, 
spaghetti and spaghetti sauce. No glass jars please.  Thank 
you for your support of our local families. 

 

Hearts Aflame is Saturday:  Our Hearts Aflame Eucharistic     
Congress  is being held Saturday, September 22 at the Shrine 
of the North American Martyrs in Auriesville.  If you cannot 
attend, please pray for a joy-filled event as Catholics 
throughout the diocese gather with our bishop.  Late 
registrations may still be accepted.  Check 
rcda.org/heartsaflame for  more  information. 

 

Bus trip to Seneca Falls Wineries on Sat, Oct. 13th sponsored by 
Notre Dame-Visitation.  Cost is $125.00 per person. For 
additional Information and/or to reserve a seat  
please contact Darlene Bolduc @ 518-339-3873 or Pat Temple 
@ 518-338-2329. 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Sat, Sept 15 – Parish Feast Day celebration after Vigil Mass 
Mon, Sept 17 – 6:30-8:00– Adult Bible Study, St. Patrick’s 
Tues, Sept 18 -7:00 -8:30 – Adult Bible Study, Holy Cross 
Mon, Sept 24 – 6:30-8:00 – Adult Bible Study, St. Patrick’s 
Tues, Sept 25 – 7:00-8:30 – Adult Bible Study, Holy Cross 
Sun, Sept 30 – Blessing of the Animals 
                         2:00 – St. Patrick’s 
                         3:00 – Holy Cross 

 

Prayer List: 
                  Please remember those who are unable to join us  
                 on Sunday: Jane Thomas, Betty Donovan,  
                 Betty Mason 
 

Please pray for the continued recovery of Theresa Abel, Harriet 
Wescott, Fr. William Cahill, Tena Rioux, Paul, Olga Rogers, 
Victor Urbielewicz, Cody Pulver, Bernie Bourgeois, Larry 
McCauley.  Several members of our community and extended 
families are suffering from dementia and mental illness.  Please 
keep them in your prayers in a special way. 

 

Please call the rectory if you would like to include 
someone on the prayer list. 

 

There will be a coffee hour on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
 

Please visit our parish website:  www.battenkillcatholic.org 
You can sign up for Flocknote notifications, prepare for 
Sunday liturgy, access our great Adult Faith Formation 
materials and more from there.  Don’t forget to like 
BattenkillCatholic on Facebook 

 

WINGS OF CARE of St. Patrick’s and Holy Cross is a ministry of 
care for the elderly and homebound and is in great need of 
volunteers.  Some of the needs involve socialization or 
companionship, light housekeeping (vacuuming, dusting, laundry) 
and transportation.  If you have an hour to give, please contact 
Sister Augusta Ann Burgess, CSJ at 677-2757 or at 
pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org. 

 
DIOCESAN MARRIAGE JUBILEE::  The 46th Annual Diocesan 
Marriage Jubilee Liturgy will be held Sunday, October 7th, 2018 
at 2:00 PM at The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Albany. Couples celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th or other special 
wedding anniversaries are invited to attend this celebration.  
Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger will celebrate the Liturgy 
at 2:00 PM and greet couples and their guests at a reception in 
the gathering area at the Cathedral immediately following Mass.  
Please register through your parish office or by email 
to Marriage.Jubilee@rcda.org. 
 
 
 
 

Lay Liturgical Ministers 

  Lectors Eucharistic Ministers 
9/15/18 4:30 PM M. Dearstyne B. Shay 

R.Boyd 

9/16/18 8:30 AM C. Raffel R. Sheffield 
L. Rasmussen 
S. Wilk 

9/22/18 4:30 PM B. Shay A. Dunigan 
P. Dunigan 

9/23/18 8:30 AM D. Farringer D. Farringer 
L. Rasmussen 
C. Farringer 

Altar Rosary Cleaning:   September 16 - Marion and Sandy 
                                       September 23 - Cynthia and Kay 

 

Mass Intentions 

9/15/18 4:30 PM For Donna McNeil 
Req. by the family 

9/16/18 8:30 AM For the deceased members of the 
   Jennings Family 
Req. by Ann Jennings 

9/22/18 4:30 PM For Frank and Reta Pemrick 
Req. by daughter, Reta  

9/23/18 8:30 AM For Edward and Irma T. McDonnell 
Req. by son, John 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Offertory - $805.00 
Votive- $29.00 

Repairs - $477.00 
Energy - $15.00 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
The second collection today is for  

Vacation Catch-Up 
 

The second collection next week is for  
The Catholic University of America 

 
Thank you for sharing the bounty of your flower gardens to 
beautify our sanctuary. 
 
 

 Altar Rosary Society 
meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 

Church Hall - 11AM 
Come join us - Pat @ 854-7247   

 
 

Men’s Group News 
Interested in joining – call Peter Dunigan at 854-9217 

https://www.dropbox.com/referrer_cleansing_redirect?hmac=lsfWX7v7RgvilhiNPYQoA4HXrz8PRnJ6v4YhkT1Svpc%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Frcda.org%2Fheartsaflame
http://www.battenkillcatholic.org/
mailto:pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org
mailto:Marriage.Jubilee@rcda.org

