
                                Twenty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time                                                                         September 8, 2019 
 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
Please introduce yourself to the greeters  

or to Jeff Peck after Mass.   
We want all to feel welcome in this house. 

 

Pastoral Care – Please contact the parish office if you 
know of anyone who is hospitalized, homebound, or in 
need of assistance.  We are anxious to help. 
 
 
Dear Friends,  
    The wisdom tradition from which the first reading is taken is 
rooted in the fact that life is a series of choices. The epistle and 
the gospel reading provide us with examples of the way 
Christians should choose. Finally, the psalm’s description of the 
fleeting nature of life sets the context and tone of our decision-
making. 
      Discipleship demands that, in the face of all the choices 
available to us, we keep our priorities straight. In the gospel, 
Jesus insists that we must be single-minded. We must cling to 
the one thing necessary, and that one thing is authentic 
discipleship. In choosing Jesus, we choose other things as well. 
We choose new relationships with the very people to whom we 
have already been committed. Those who were slaves, or lower 
class, or employees, or providers of service are now regarded as 
sisters and brothers in Christ. In choosing Jesus, we also choose 
the cross. We choose to live in a way that calls us to travel the 
high road: to forgive offenses committed against us; to live simply 
so that others can simply live; to take responsibility for the moral 
character of society. 
     I am told that, in most Middle Eastern languages, there is no 
word for “prefer”. Perhaps influenced by extremes of heat and 
cold, the vocabulary of “love” and “hate” is used instead. No one 
can imagine Jesus “hating” Joseph, but he clearly 
gave preference to his mission, even as a precocious 12-year-old 
in the Temple. 
     In today's Gospel, Jesus was preparing his followers, 
imminently and over the generations, for persecution. This would 
include real-life situations of families denouncing a son or 
daughter, or a brother turning over a brother to the authorities. 
Imagine a Chinese Catholic hearing this Gospel this morning, 
and this afternoon being betrayed by family members for 
remaining loyal to the Catholic Church. Jesus exhorts such a 
follower to prefer this cross over what the family considers 
politically correct. 
     We are reminded today of the power of the call to discipleship 
and the discomfort and sacrifice likely because of our acceptance 
of that role. 
  
In Christ, 
Jeff Peck 
 
 
 
 

Next weekend, we celebrate our Parish Feast Day.  To 
celebrate our parish feast day, the prayers and readings for the 
feast day will be substituted for the usual readings.  As part of our 
celebration, we will gather after the Saturday evening mass for 
wine and cheese.  Please join us in celebrating next weekend. 
 
Read and highly recommended: Even though I Walk: One 
Women’s Journey of Prayer in the Valley of Death. An 
extraordinary account of the correspondence of Dr. Magda 
Heras, a renowned Spanish Cardiologist with Fr. Ignasi Fossas, 
Prior of Monserrat and also a physician. Dr. Magda journeyed 
through her illness with Dom Ignasi and discovered the Book of 
Psalms. The correspondence and conversations are   fully of truly 
amazing, warm, and inspirational insights. The intersection of 
faith and science is this journal is spiritually uplifting. I loved this 
book and strongly recommend it 
 

The 2019 Bishop’s Appeal – Thank you for your generosity.  
We have met the assessment for the Bishop’s Appeal   Please 
complete any pledges you may have made prior to the end of the 
appeal in March. 
 

Please check in the chapel to see the beautiful centennial wall 
hanging he ladies of Holy Cross made for our church's 100th 
anniversary in 1988.  Do you remember anyone who contributed 
their sewing/quilting skills to create this beautiful piece?  We 
know a couple of ladies who did but need your help to identify 
others and the piece they contributed.  There will be a paper on 
the piano to help find this out.  Thank you for your help.  The wall 
hanging will be on display for a long time. 
 

The Wild Goose Session 12: The Spirit’s Freedom “When the 
Son sets you free you are free indeed” - John 8:36 So often 
Christians find themselves slaves to anger, envy, jealousy, 
comparisons, and addictions. You do not have to live life like that. 
The Holy Spirit brings freedom from fear, anger, and the past. 
 Join us Thursday, September 12, St. John the Baptist, Castleton, 
6:30 pm for The Wild Goose Session 12: The Spirit’s 
Freedom For more information:https://thewildgooseisloose.com/  
 

The Home Visitation Statue of Our Lady of Fatima is available for 
anyone interested in taking her home.  Please contact Reta 
Pemrick (518-677-3500) or Mamie Dearstyne (518-677-7272) if 
you are interested 
 

The Salem Food Pantry is looking for cereals, snack bars, mac n 
cheese, canned meats, and toothpaste, toothbrushes and 
shampoo.  Thank you for your support of your local Food Pantry. 
 

WINGS OF CARE of St. Patrick’s and Holy Cross is a ministry of 
care for the elderly and homebound and is in great need of 
volunteers.  Some of the needs involve socialization or 
companionship, light housekeeping (vacuuming, dusting, laundry) 
and transportation.  If you have an hour to give, please contact 
Sister Augusta Ann Burgess, CSJ at 677-2757 or at 

pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org. 

 
 

 
MEETING SCHEDULE 

Mon, Sept 9 – 6:30-8:00 – Bible Study, St. Patrick’s 
Tues, Sept 10 – 11:00 – Altar Rosary meeting 
Wed, Sept 11 – 10:00-11:30 – Bible Study, Holy Cross 
Thurs, Sept 12 – 7:00 – Pastoral Council meeting 
Sat, Sept 14 – Parish Feast Day 
Mon, Sept 16-6:30-8:00 – Bible Study, St. Patrick’s 
Wed, Sept 18 – 10:00-11:30-Bible Study, Holy Cross 
Mon, Sept 23-6:30-8:00 – Bible Study, St. Patrick’s 
Wed, Sept 25-10:00-11:30 – Bible Study, Holy Cross 
 

Prayer List: 
                  Please remember those who are unable to join us  
                 on Sunday: Jane Thomas, Betty Mason 
 

Please pray for the continued recovery of Theresa Abel, Harriet 
Wescott, Fr. William Cahill, Tena Rioux, Paul, Olga Rogers, Cody 
Pulver, Bernie Bourgeois, Larry McCauley, Lorraine Denick, R. 
Wescott, Christine Tomlinson, Todd McLenithan, Kelly Matson, 
Pam Markowsky, Jason Clapper, Wiley 
 

Several members of our community and extended families are 
suffering from dementia and mental illness.  Please keep them in 
your prayers in a special way. 
 

Please call the rectory if you would like to include 
someone on the prayer list. 

 

A Coffee Hour is held on the first Sunday of the month. 
 

Please share the bounty of your flower gardens to beautify our 
sanctuary 
 

Adult Faith Website: The Breath of God.  From September 1 to 
October 4, Christians around the world celebrate the Season of 
Creation. Some of us pray, some of us do hands-on projects, 
some of us advocate. Watch Pope Francis' statement and learn 
more on our Season tab. 
 

Adult Bible Study: Genesis Part I . Mondays at 6:30 pm at St. 
Patrick's and Wednesdays at 10 am at Holy Cross beginning the 
week of Sept. 9. Please complete Lesson One before our first 
meeting. The full schedule is available on our Adult Faith Website 
and in flyers found near the doors of the church.   
 

Confirmation Prep continues on September 8 at 9:30 am in St. 
Patrick's Parish House. Our candidates will be reflecting on the 
meaning of being anointed and set aside for God’s service in 
today’s world. Join them by reflecting on your own anointing in 
Baptism and Confirmation and examining your response to being 
set apart by that anointing. Pray that our candidates may be 
strengthened by the anointing of the Holy Spirit to go out and 
bring the Good News of Jesus to those they meet.   
 

Catechetical Sunday, September 15. Faith Formation and 
Sacrament Prep classes meet at 9:30. Parents are invited to 
attend. Catechists and parents will be blessed at the 11 am 
mass. 
 

 

Lay Liturgical Ministers 

  Lectors Eucharistic Ministers 
9/7/19 4:30 PM A. Mungas A. Dunigan 

P. Dunigan 

9/8/19 8:30 AM S. Wilk R. Sheffield 
D. Farringer 
L. Rasmussen 

9/14/19 4:30 PM J. Peck R. Boyd 
A. Mungas 

9/15/19 8:30 AM M. Raffel D. Farringer 
C. Farringer 
L. Rasmussen  

Altar Rosary Cleaning:    Sept 8 – Lonnie, Rosemary 
                                        Sept 15 -Marion, Sandy 

 

Mass Intentions 

9/7/19 4:30 PM For Bruce Hamilton 
Req. by Betty and Gerry Hamilton-
Scanlon 

9/8/19 8:30 AM For the people of the parish 

9/14/19 4:30 PM In thanksgiving for our parish 
community 

9/15/19 8:30 AM For Doug Carrolan 
Req. by Kay and Larry McCauley 

 

Stewardship of Treasure – September 1 
 

Offertory - $1184.00 
Votives – $26.00 

Second Collection - $448.00 
Miscellaneous - $28.00 

  

The Second Collection this week is for 
The Repair & Improvement Fund 

The Second Collection next week is for Vacation Catch-Up 
 

We are running a deficit this year. 
Adding just $1.00 a week to your offering 

would make a great difference. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

 

An MS Support Group meets at Proudfit Hall in Salem on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month.  Please call James Harmon if you have 
questions (518-791-4505). 
 
 

Announcements to be included in the bulletin should be sent to 
parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org by 9:00 AM on Wednesday to be 
included in Sunday’s bulletin. 
 
 
 

 Altar Rosary Society 
meets 2nd Tuesday of each month - Church Hall - 11AM 

Come join us - Pat @ 854-7247   
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