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February 21, 2021 
The First Sunday of Lent 

 

 
 

On Sunday, please: 
1. Contact tracing information will be 

gathered on site. It is no longer necessary 
to bring a completed form with you. 

2. Please bring your own mask and hand 
sanitizer. 

3. Maintain social distance. 
4. Remain masked for the entire mass, except 

for communion. 
5. An usher will direct you to a seat and direct 

you to exit when mass is concluded.  
6. Leave the property immediately upon exiting 

the church. 
7. Bathrooms will be closed, except for serious 

health emergencies. 
 
 
 

The obligation to attend mass on Sunday remains 
suspended. 
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by 

appointment only due to social distancing requirements. 

Please call St. Patrick’s parish office at 518-677-2757 for 

an appointment. 

The 4:00 PM Saturday evening  
Vigil Mass 

at St. Patrick’s Church 
has been cancelled for the foreseeable future. 

 
St. Joseph's in Greenwich will continue to post Sunday 
mass on YouTube. Fr. Ed Kacerguis will be the celebrant 
with Maureen Cossey serving as music minister. Mass will  
be available at 10 AM on Sunday morning and later. It can 
be accessed at YouTube channel is named "St. Joseph's 
Church in Greenwich, NY"  the link 
is www.tinyurl.com/SJG-liturgies  

 
 
 

 

Last Sunday’s Attendance: 25 
 
 

 

 

Weekly Scripture 
 

Mon, Feb 22 – 1 Pt 5:1-4, Mt 16:13-29 
Tues, Feb 23 – Is 55:10-11, Mt 6:7-15 
Wed, Feb 24 – Jon 3:1-10, Lk 11:29-32 
Thurs, Feb 25 – Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25, Mt 7:7-12 
Fri, Feb 26 – Ez 18:21-28, Mt 5;20-26 
Sat, Feb 27 – Dt 26:16-19, Mt 5:43-48 
Sun, Feb 28 – Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
                       Rom 8:31b-34 
                       Mk 9:2-10 

 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HUNGER IN OUR WORLD Jesus told us that 
whatever we did for one of these least brothers of 
his we did for him. Reflect on the challenge of 
global hunger— it is a reality for millions of our 
sisters and brothers. What will you do to support 
the hungry in our community and around the 
world? Visit crsricebowl.org or our Lifelong Faith 
Website 
(https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/family--- 
lent.html to learn more. 
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First Sunday of Lent – Guide us, Lord 
 
Lord, 
you brought salvation to Noah through the waters 
and carried him through his time of trial  
to a covenant of love.  
All times and all seasons belong to you. 
As we now begin this time, this season, 
our time of trial, 
stay close to us. 
Carry us through our temptations. 
Remove all that keeps us apart from you. 
Lead us by the right paths 
so that we may live in the light of your love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Forty Days 
Today’s readings: Genesis 9:8–15; Psalm 25:4–5, 6–7, 8–
9; 1 Peter 3:18–22; Mark 1:12–15.  
     After Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, the Spirit 
drove him out into the desert, where he experienced 
temptation. Sometimes we fail to consider that, in the 
incarnation, Jesus took on every bit of the human 
experience, except sin. He knew what it was to be 
tempted, to face trials.  
     In the Bible, the number forty symbolizes a time of trial 
or testing. In today’s readings, Jesus’ forty days in the 
desert are placed alongside the experience of Noah and 
his family, the forty days of the flood. Neither reading 
leaves us in a time of trial. In the reading from Genesis, 
we see the rainbow, the sign of God’s covenant with 
Noah. In Mark, we hear Jesus proclaim that the kingdom 
of God is at hand, the time for which they have been 
awaiting has come. At the very beginning of our season of 
preparation, we hear proclaimed the fruits that await us at 
its conclusion.  
     In this season of Lent, we have forty days to confront  
our temptations. We hear Jesus calling us to repent and  
believe in the Gospel. How might we use these forty days 
to ready ourselves to hear the proclamation at its end? 
What must I repent of so that I may better believe? This 
week think about obstacles that hold you back from God’s 
love. Consider your temptations. How can you use this 
season to make yourself ready for what is to come. 
 
 
 

A Reflection on the Lenten Scriptures – 6:30PM – 
7:30PM, every Monday evening during Lent beginning 
Monday, February 22nd.  We will gather virtually once a 
week for a Liturgy of the Word. Our gathering will include 
the reading of the Sunday Lenten Scriptures, a reflection, 
and a discussion of the reflection. The reflection will be 
given by either Mary Rosmus or Jeff Peck and the 
gathering will be led by them. Participants should have a 
copy of the Sunday readings. The readings are in the 
2021 hymnals which are available in the parish house 
vestibule in Cambridge and inside the rectory rear door in 
Salem. The gatherings will be held on Zoom. There is no 
cost. To receive the Zoom link, please email 
– jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org 

 
                  
 
Lifelong Faith Website: The Path to Peace. "Lent is 
a time for introspection and self-reflection, a time 
to reflect on the core of what it means to live a 
Christian life in the midst of great change and 
uncertainty. When facing change and uncertainty, 
few practices are more central to that life than 
listening - listening to ourselves, listening to others, 
and listening to God. (From the Introduction 
to Living Well Through Lent 2021: Listening With 
All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, And Mind) Find this 
and other free resources for Lent on our Season 
page. 
(https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/season.
html) 
 
 
 
Cards and letters may be sent to Sr. Gussie at: 
Sr. Augusta Ann Burgess CSJ 
Apt. 1118 One Bell Tower Drive 
Watervliet, NY 12189 

 
Fr. Lucian Beltzner has had a stroke and is recovering.  
Cards and letters may be sent to him at:  St. Joseph’s 
Priory, 416 Third Street, Troy, NY  12180 
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Please continue to pray for our parish community as we 
take these first, difficult and uncomfortable steps toward 
gathering again. Please pray for the continued recovery of 
Theresa Abel, Tena Rioux, Paul, Cody Pulver, Bernie 
Bourgeois, R. Wescott, Christine Tomlinson, Todd 
McLenithan, Kelly Matson, Pam Markowsky, Jason 
Clapper, Wiley Dearstyne, Theresa Kautz, Dena Veith, 
Lorraine Denick, Michael Carney, Dorothy Sokol,  
Daniel W, A. Russell, Bernadette, Ed and Kate, Jean 
Burns, Fr. Lucian Beltzner, Mary 
 
 

 

Mass intention     
~February 21 – Ellen Carrolan requested by 
                            Elaine and John Gibb 
~February 28 -  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Offertory for the last week: $1500.00 

 

 

Thank you for being so generous in this 

difficult time. 
 

 
Please consider continuing to make regular donations 
during this period to ensure the parish’s financial survival. 
You can mail your collection envelope to Box 357, Salem 
NY 12865 or leave it in the basket when the Church is 
open on Sunday mornings. I have also arranged for 
electronic giving which is available at 
www.battkenkillcatholic.org/donations 
 
 

 
 
The 2021 Offering envelopes are available at the exit of 
the church. 
 
 

Communications If you think someone is especially 

isolated or lonely, please let us know by email, text, or 

call. If you know someone who does not use email or is 

not receiving our  

 Flocknotes, please forward contact information to 

us at parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org. 

 

For information and great resources check our web 

site www.battenkillcatholic.org and the Battenkill 

Cluster Facebook page 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact Information 

Office telephones are checked a few times a week, but the 
outgoing message is changed as we receive new information. 
 
Holy Cross 518 854 7626 
St. Patrick’s 518 677 2757 
 
Email – for both parishes:  
parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org 
 
Jeff Peck 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns: 
518 683 6461     jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org 
  
Mary Rosmus - 518 677 2757 
maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org 
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