
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR A) 

 

October 11, 2020 

 

Isaiah 25:6–10A • Philippians 4:12–14, 19–20 • Matthew 22:1–14 

 

I. 

If you haven’t seen it, 

“The Mission,” the 1986 movie starring Robert DeNiro, 

 is worth watching. 

 

Based loosely on historical events, 

it tells the story of a group of Jesuit missionaries in Brazil during the mid-1700s, 

when Spain and Portugal were battling for control of South America. 

 

DeNiro plays Rodrigo Mendoza,  

a Spanish mercenary and slave trader who joins the missionary band 

in reparation for having killed someone. 

 

Accompanying the Jesuits,  

DeNiro hauls a sack, containing armor and a sword, as penance. 

 

He even scales a waterfall with it. 

 

Eventually, the missionaries come to their destination: 

the mission where the indigenous Guaraní people live. 

 

The Guaraní recognize Robert DeNiro, who had enslaved some of them. 

 

But now the Guaraní embrace DeNiro, 

and with that encounter, he relinquishes the sack of armor,  

cries profusely, and enters upon a new and reformed life. 

 

He even asks to make religious vows as a Jesuit. 

 

So, it seems that DeNiro’s character has been converted. 

 

But that’s not how the movie ends. 

 

It has an unhappy ending. 
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The 1750 Treaty of Madrid transfers the land containing the Guaraní mission  

from Spanish to Portuguese control. 

 

Whereas the mission had been free of slavery under Spanish law, 

Portuguese law would allow slavery. 

 

While a papal representative urges the Guaraní to leave the mission, 

to avoid being enslaved, the Jesuits decide to defend it. 

 

The Jesuit leader seeks peaceful, non-violent resistance; 

DeNiro disagrees. 

 

He takes up arms, and when the mission is invaded, he is killed, 

along with the other Jesuits and most of the Guaraní. 

 

In the end, DeNiro has not really undergone a conversion, 

because he returned to his old way of life. 

 

II.  

Today’s parable also has an unhappy ending: 

“Many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 

Parables, you’ll remember from last week, are figures of speech; 

they are not meant to be interpreted literally. 

 

This parable, like last week’s, also reflects a historical reality: 

that many Jews did not come to believe in Christ, whereas many Gentiles did. 

 

This doesn’t mean that God has ever abandoned the Jewish people. 

 

Beyond its historical setting,  

the parable has something to tell us today. 

 

The good news is that God never stops working; 

he constantly seeks us out: 

 

“Go out, therefore, into the main roads  

and invite to the feast whomever you find.” 

 

God’s unrelenting grace has inspired the Church to do likewise during Covid. 
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Over the last nine months, 

we have figured out how to administer the sacraments, to celebrate Mass, 

to provide religious education, to gather the community in some way, 

and to care for the poor—all the while keeping everyone safe. 

 

That has not been easy. 

 

Every day there is some challenge related to the pandemic: 

a problem to solve, something to adapt or modify,  

and planning for an uncertain future. 

 

But we’re still here! 

 

And people continue to give witness to their faith. 

 

Now, we should be clear that parables are not unalterable predictions of the future, 

nor are they exact representations of current events,  

but they do tell us about God and about what our response to him should be. 

 

We still have room at our Masses, which are like that wedding banquet. 

 

We miss those who are not here; we pray for their well-being. 

 

I’m grateful that we’re able to livestream some of our Masses, 

which helps keep people connected. 

 

But we have to remember that that is not the same as attending Mass. 

 

Because the Mass is incarnational, not virtual. 

 

And none of us should judge the conscience of others, who decide not to come. 

 

I am concerned for anyone who cannot be here, 

as I have always been for the sick, who are unable to be present. 

 

Each person has to make an informed decision about whether it is safe to come. 

 

I hope that everyone here feels safe. 

 

We follow all of the health protocols for everyone’s safety. 
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This is as safe a place as anywhere. 

 

But of course, there are no guarantees in life,  

and has to consider one’s own circumstances. 

 

Let’s remember that it falls to each of us to reach out to those who are not here. 

 

Surely each of us knows someone we can contact: 

to ask how they’re doing, to tell them we miss them, to pray with them,  

and to give witness to our own faith. 

 

We should never force or browbeat someone into coming back. 

 

We are concerned because our relationship with God  

is the most important thing in our lives. 

 

The unhappy ending in the parable tells us that the stakes are high. 

 

Coming to Mass is so important because the grace of God  

is at work in a unique and powerful way. 

 

Mass is a renewal of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

 

If someone is unable to attend Mass because of safety concerns, 

I hope that they participate as fully as possible in a virtual way. 

 

Yes, I wish we could all sing, I wish I could have an altar server, 

and I wish that we could have more community gatherings. 

 

Those are treasures,  

but they are not the primary reason we come. 

 

We come because God calls us to himself. 

 

God wants us to be with him. 

 

He wants us to be ready—to live with him, forever. 


