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The story we have just heard proclaimed in the Gospel brings together two very 

different people. One is a man, a Jewish man, a man named Jesus. He is traveling with 

his disciples from Judea, through Samaria and headed for Galilee. Normally, they would 

have avoided passing through Samaria – but Jesus was on a mission. It is noon and 

time to get out of the hot sun. While his disciples go off to find food, Jesus sits down 

near a public well to rest. 

While Jesus is nearly nodding off, a woman approaches the well carrying a bucket and 

a rope to pull up the water from the well. Jesus sees her – at first he says nothing. She 

sees him – and she says nothing. Talk about an awkward moment! A Jewish man alone 

with a Samaritan woman! Jesus breaks the silence of the uncomfortable moment by 

asking the woman for a drink of water.  

Keep in mind; she had come to the well at this noon hour because she wanted to be 

alone. She knew that at this hour most people would be home, out of the hot sun and 

probably resting. She had been drawing water at this noon hour for a long time. Sadly, 

she was the subject of much gossip and false rumors. Rather than hear this gossip and 

sense the rejection of others, she only came to the well when she thought she could be 

alone.  

But this day she is not alone. This Jewish man is sitting there and now asking her for 

water. What to do? Should she just walk away and come back later? Should she just 

ignore him and get her water and go back home?  

Against all of her instincts, she enters into conversation with the Jewish man. At first, 

things don’t go well. But she stays anyway and a wonderful dialogue begins. Where 

there was at first fear and mistrust, slowly there develops a relationship of respect and 

honesty. Through this dialogue, boundaries of male and female, Jew and Samaritan, 

healer and sinner are broken down. Jesus is allowing the waters of compassion and 

healing to transform this woman and bring her a new life for her dried-out spirit. She is 

accepted as she is. Jesus knows everything about her – and still loves her. She now 

accepts this living water and wants to bring others to the spring of this living water. All it 

took was a small risk, a listening heart and an open mind to find the inner peace that 

would fill her for the rest of her life.  

On this third Sunday of Lent, we journey to the well and we have an encounter with 

Jesus. Like the Samaritan woman, we also bring with us our own personal struggles, 

our anxieties concerning the outbreak of the Coronavirus, our mistakes and failures, our 

falls. The Lord sees all our weakness and our anxieties, and here at the Eucharist table 

he is offering us the living, refreshing waters of his real presence. Are we too going to 



invite Jesus to stay with us, as the Samaritans did, so that we too might discover the joy 

of a living faith?  

God wants to be present in every person and in every circumstance. Even in those 

circumstances which at first seem quite overwhelming. The point of the story of the 

Samaritan woman is to remind us that God is present to us. Therefore the story asks us: 

How often do we miss the presence of God because we presume that God cannot be 

present in this person or in this situation? How often do we rush by people and 

opportunities because we are convinced that we have something to do which is much 

more important? How often do we brush people aside because we have already 

prejudged that they have nothing to offer us? How often do we push forward toward our 

goal or agenda and in the process leave Christ behind? Christians do not dismiss any 

person or opportunity; because we know that Christ can be present anywhere. Even at 

a well in Samaria at high noon!  

 

 


