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Today’s Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord (March 25) takes place exactly nine months 
before the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord (December 25), better known as Christmas. 
 
There are nine months between the feasts of Jesus’ conception and birth  
because that is the normal period of a pregnancy. 
 
A beautiful stained-glass window in the Cathedral depicts the Annunciation. 
 
You’ll remember that this and the other windows in the nave  
were installed on the occasion of the Cathedral’s golden jubilee (1956),  
and were made in Limoges, France by Francis and Pierre Chigot. 
 
The Annunciation window is titled “Incarnation” because that is what takes place at in this event: 
because Mary says “yes” to the angel, the Son of God “takes flesh” in her. 
 
I would like to point out several features of the window. 
 
First, the “Incarnation” is the first in the series of windows  
that portray the events of Christ’s life. 
 
Likewise, the Incarnation is the first step in Jesus’ mission. 
 
It will lead to his passion, death, and resurrection. 
 
This is what we see in the nave: the last windows, on the other side of the church,  
depict the Crucifixion and Resurrection. 
 
The Annunciation is not just about the union of divinity and humanity in Christ. 
 
It’s also about Mary—the cooperation of human beings with God. 
 
This is a kind of secondary “incarnation” or union between God and humanity. 
 
The second feature I would like to note in the Annunciation window  
is that there are two sets of flowers. 
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The angel Gabriel is holding the fleur-de-lis (flower of the lily). 
 
Now, before it became a symbol of France, 
the fleur-de-lis was a symbol of the Holy Trinity and the Virgin Mary. 
 
(There is a band of fleurs-de-lis inscribed in my ordination chalice.) 
 
Then there are flowers next to Mary. 
 
Perhaps the window is saying that the Annunciation is Mary’s “flourishing.” 
 
This is the moment when she gives herself generously and entirely to God. 
 
And God prepared her for this pivotal moment; 
she was immaculately conceived so that she could be a pure vessel for Christ. 
 
In medieval England, the feast of the Annunciation was fittingly called “Lady Day.” 
 
What a beautiful name to remind us of a compelling truth: 
God can do great things when we respond enthusiastically to his grace. 
 
 


