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Vatican Council II (1962–1965) declared that modernity was unique; 
it was different from any preceding era: 
 
“Today, the human race is involved in a new stage of history.” 
 
Among the new circumstances of the modern world that the Council observed were these: 
 
“Although the world of today has a very vivid awareness of its unity  
and of how one man depends on another in needful solidarity,  
it is most grievously torn into opposing camps by conflicting forces.  
For political, social, economic, racial and ideological disputes still continue bitterly,  
and with them the peril of a war which would reduce everything to ashes” 
(Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, Gaudium et spes, no. 4). 
 
The Council was saying that on, the one hand, people were becoming more interdependent, 
but that, on the other hand, rival ideologies (capitalism versus communism)  
were driving them apart. 
 
The same could be said of our contemporary world: 
on the one hand, we have become more interdependent owing to technology, 
but at the same time, we have become more isolated—owing to the same technology. 
 

We catch a glimpse of that phenomenon when we observe people side by side,  
texting away without acknowledging the other. 

 
With the Covid-19 pandemic, and the ever-present threat of contagion, 
we are acutely aware of how are actions affect others. 
 
Health precautions such as social distancing serve to protect others as well as ourselves. 
 
 More than ever, we cannot think only of ourselves 
 without great risk to society. 
 
The Gospel reading gives us an example of someone who doesn’t recognize his interdependence 
on others—even on God. 
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The Evangelist introduces the parable in the following way: 
 

“Jesus addressed this parable 
to those who were convinced of their own righteousness 
and despised everyone else.” 

 
The Pharisee is convinced of his self-sufficiency, 
as is evident in his prayer: 
 

“O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity— 
greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like this tax collector. 

I fast twice a week, 
and I pay tithes on my whole income.” 

 
Jesus declares that this hypothetical person was not justified— 
he was not made holy— 
because he was not open to God nor dependent on him. 
 
The tax collector, by contrast, 
was aware of his need for God: 
 

“The tax collector stood off at a distance 
and would not even raise his eyes to heaven 
but beat his breast and prayed, 
‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’” 

 
Christ assures us: 
 

“Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 
During this time, an awareness of how our actions affect others, 
and a recognition of our mutual interdependence, 
can lead us to depend more on God. 
 
That is a path to holiness. 
  


